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Exxon gas station in Horry County (Credit: Emma Parkhouse / WPDE)

Suspending SC's gas tax may sound good, but will it make a difference?
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HORRY COUNTY, S.C. (WPDE) — This week, a group of South Carolina lawmakers �led a

resolution to suspend the motor fuel user fee, i.e. the gas and diesel tax, as well as the state

road tax.

This is an e�ort to help curb the growing cost of gasoline levied on South Carolinians.

Gas prices in South Carolina now average above $4 a gallon according to Triple-A. The state

average price is closing in on the September 2008 record high of $4.12. Most likely, it will

surpass that based on forecasts by the White House and economists.

For those who have no choice but to rely on gas to get to and from work, it's hitting their

wallets hard.

TRENDING: North Myrtle Beach's St. Patrick's Day Parade postponed due to possible

severe weather

https://wpde.com/news/local/high-high-high-midlands-drivers-market-experts-react-to-soaring-gas-prices
https://wpde.com/news/local/north-myrtle-beachs-st-patricks-day-parade-postponed-due-to-possible-severe-weather
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I have a small business and I run $70 - $80 dollars a day in gas just riding around the area and

it's very difficult to keep work and to have the people accept the price and factor in these fuel costs,"

said Brian Canard who provides handyman services across the area.

The price at the pump is impacted by many factors and many agree the Russian-Ukraine

con�ict set the stage for global oil prices to surge. However, what can people in the Palmetto

State do about that? We have little control over the price of gas determined by the global

market. What can be done, many leaders in South Carolina believe is holding o� on the roughly

26 cent fuel tax.

It's only �ve years old and has seen a two-cent increase each year since 2017. That is tacked

onto the federal gas tax which sits at roughly 18 cents.

Rep. Russell Fry (R-Surfside Beach) joined with now a dozen Republican lawmakers to suspend

that fuel tax and the road tax for up to a year.

"At least in the state what we can control are the gas tax, the gas taxes and to provide some

relief to single mom's and working families that's important to me that's important to other

representatives and that's why we �led this bill," Fry said.

While it's not clear if the bill has received bipartisan support, calls to suspend the gas tax go

back several months with Gubernatorial Candidate and former Lowcountry Congressman Joe

Cunningham calling for it. He's revised that push this week. There is also a Democrat-led push

to suspend the federal gas tax in Washington.

READ MORE: Cunningham once again calls for suspension of South Carolina's gas tax

https://fox28media.com/news/local/Horry%20County%20Rep.%20Russell%20Fry%20announces%20resolution%20addressing%20SC%20energy%20costs
https://wpde.com/news/nation-world/lawmakers-call-for-action-as-gas-prices-continue-to-rise-oil-crude-russia-ukraine-federal-gas-tax-holiday-senators
https://wpde.com/news/local/cunningham-once-again-calls-for-suspension-of-south-carolinas-gas-tax
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It sounds nice to the average gas consumer.

"Anything would help," Canard said.

But when you dig deeper into the purpose of the gas tax, would the ends justify the means if it

is suspended?

"Where would lose that? In the immediate, yeah that sounds great right this second," said

Sterling Chillico.

The state Department of Transportation would lose that money. Potentially more than a billion

dollars would be lost in revenue. That's based on the Fiscal Year estimates of the motor fuel
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user fees calculated by the State Revenue Department. Fry, however, stands by the end goal

which is protecting South Carolinians from further price pains.

"Providing economic relief to citizens of our state is always a chief concern," Fry said.

According to gas tax experts at the American Road and Transportation Builders Association,

stalling a tax sounds good, but does little in the long run.

It's not a line-item on the bill that you pay when you fill your pump," said Chief Economist at

ARTBA Alison Black Ph.D. "What a lot of folks don't realize is that that the tax is actually paid at

what we call at the rack either by distributors or refiners.

Black says few states have been able to successfully pass a repeal or pause on their state gas

taxes. New Jersey, which has one of the highest state gas tax rates in the nation, had a tax

formula that reduced the tax in Fall 2021.

"The price actually stayed the same over the next few days and went up throughout the rest of

the month," Black said.

ARTBA conducted a broad analysis of state gas taxes. That report found that. "on average, one-

third of an increase—or decrease—in state gasoline tax rates is passed through to consumers

in the retail price on the day the change takes e�ect, with no signi�cant impact after that time."

That's not to say there isn't positive intent behind the legislative action.

It creates great headlines and again there is a noble intent behind there to provide relief to

consumers with something that impacts them every day," Black said. "It's just the way that market

works there's just no guarantee that it's going to pass through."

Black says what may be a more direct course of action for lawmakers would be a rebate for

gasoline consumers.

"While the intent is good from an economic standpoint. If you provided a rebate to consumers,

a direct rebate, or if you had some sort of a system where they can apply for some relief, that

would ensure that that money really gets to the consumer."

https://transportationinvestment.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TIAC_June2020_Report_v2.pdf
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A major step forward was taken on Friday for the Interstate 73 project. (WPDE �le image)

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. (WPDE) — South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham announced that if the Senate

passes a spending bill for 2022, money would be coming for multiple projects in the Palmetto State; Which

would include the long-awaited Interstate 73.

Sen. Graham announces $15 million for I-73 funding in 2022 spending package

by Tyler Jeski

Thursday, March 10th 2022
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The U.S. Senate passed passed the $1.5 trillion legislation on Thursday, after the U.S. House of

Representatives passed it on Wednesday.

Senator Graham said $15 million would go to complete the right-of-way acquisitions for the I-73 project. A

right-of-way acquisition is the process when the government takes a piece of land and provides monetary

compensation.

Interstate 73 map (National I-73/74/75 Corridor Association)

Sen. Graham was able to make the requests as a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

TRENDING: Why are gas prices so high if the U.S. only gets a fraction of its oil from Russia?

“These are some of the critical infrastructure projects across our state. I was proud to request and receive

funding for these projects. I believe it is important that elected o�cials have a say in how taxpayer money

is spent and not rely on bureaucrats in Washington to protect South Carolina’s interests,” said Sen.

Graham. 

In July 2021, Sen. Graham �rst said he would make the proposal for the $15 million for the acquisitions.

Since then, Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach have approved resolutions to fund the highway worth

$4.2 million and $1.7 million annually respectively. The Horry County Council said it is waiting for federal

and state leaders to put up money.

https://wpde.com/news/politics/house-of-representatives-approves-136b-for-ukraine-in-huge-spending-bill-speaker-nancy-pelosi-russia-kremlin-moscow-vladimir-putin-volodymyr-zelenskyy-president-joe-biden-democrats-republicans-congress
https://wpde.com/newsletter-daily/gas-prices-fuel-ukraine-russia-conflict-explainer-why-are-gas-prices-so-high-if-the-us-only-gets-a-fraction-of-its-oil-from-russia-aaa-carolinas-energy-information-administration
https://wpde.com/news/local/sen-graham-submits-funding-requests-for-i-73-other-development-projects
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We need the state and federal to step in and pledge theirs and we can get started; but that's who they need

to be targeting is the governor and all of our senators and congressmen up in Washington and get us some

funding for I-73," said Horry County Councilman Bill Howard during a February meeting.

Horry County Council discussing I-73 political mailer (Credit: Emma Parkhouse / WPDE)

TRENDING: Gunshots �red at hotel on Ocean Blvd in Myrtle Beach

South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster has also called on state lawmakers to approve $300 million for

the interstate.

President Joe Biden is expected to sign the spending measure.

https://wpde.com/news/local/interstate-73-project-horry-county-councilaman-harold-worley-myrtle-beach-area-chamber-of-commerce-governor-mcmaster-south-carolina-february-17-2022
https://wpde.com/news/local/myrtle-beach-south-ocean-blvd-gunshots
https://wpde.com/news/local/i-73-sc-representative-tim-mcginnis-funding-governor-henry-mcmaster-horry-county-council-myrtle-beach-south-carolina-february-18-2022


3/11/22, 8:29 AM Here’s where SC ranks for most expensive state gas tax in the nation

https://www.live5news.com/2022/03/08/heres-where-sc-ranks-most-expensive-state-gas-tax-nation/ 1/10

54°
Charleston, SC

Freeze Watch Is In Effect 

 Live News Live 5 Investigates Weather Traffic

COLUMBIA, S.C. (Stacker) - South Carolina is set to increase the per-gallon price of gas in July even as drivers face near record-high gas prices.

The increase of two cents on July 1 will be the last of six yearly increases, taking the state’s fuel tax from 16 cents per gallon prior to July 1, 2017, to 28
cents.

The South Carolina Department of Revenue said the money raised by the increase in the motor fuel user fee, or gas tax, goes to the state’s Infrastructure
Maintenance Trust Fund.

But even before that last increase, South Carolina remains in the bottom half of the nation in terms of the tax it charges per gallon at the pump.

In 2021, the U.S. average tax rate stood at 36.83 per gallon for gasoline and 37.85 for diesel fuel. CoPilot used 2021 data from the American Petroleum
Institute to rank states with the highest gasoline and diesel taxes.

The states are ranked by the 2021 gasoline tax, ties are broken by the 2021 diesel tax, and further ties are left. Both the state excise tax and other state
taxes and fees are included in the tax data points.

CoPilot also included a data point from the U.S. Federal Highway Administration showing total gasoline use in every state during 2019, the most recent year
available.

Here is a look at how all 50 states rank:

50. Alaska
2021 gasoline tax: 13.79 cents per gallon (-62.6% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 13.82 cents per gallon (-63.5% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 285,286 gallons (242,562 highway, 42,724 nonhighway)

Here’s where SC ranks for most expensive state gas tax in the
nation

Analysts say the crisis in Ukraine is fueling the latest price hike. (CNN, KMAX, KOVR, KGO, SENATE TV, FACEBOOK, ANDREY KOTENKO)

By Aine Givens
Published: Mar. 8, 2022 at 8:30 AM EST | Updated: Mar. 8, 2022 at 10:36 AM EST
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Alaska’s gasoline tax is the lowest in the country. In March 2020, the state’s Senate voted to raise the tax from 8 cents per gallon to 16 cents per gallon, with
some lawmakers saying the money was needed for poorly maintained roads. The tax last rose in 1970, according to Republican Sen. Click Bishop, who
proposed the change. Approval would also be needed from the House and the governor.

49. Missouri
2021 gasoline tax: 17.42 cents per gallon (-52.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 17.42 cents per gallon (-54.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,210,871 gallons (2,993,792 highway, 217,079 nonhighway)

The president pro tem of the Missouri Senate, Dave Schatz, wants to phase in a 10-cent increase in the motor fuel tax. Two years ago, voters rejected a
raise in the gasoline tax. Schatz filed two proposals in December, about when a new report from TRIP, a private nonprofit research group, found that
Missouri’s roads cost drivers $8 billion a year.

48. Mississippi
2021 gasoline tax: 18.79 cents per gallon (-49.0% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 18.40 cents per gallon (-51.4% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,754,685 gallons (1,668,608 highway, 86,077 nonhighway)

In 2019, the Mississippi legislature decided against raising the gasoline tax. At the time, the chairman of United Parcel Service, a Mississippi Delta native,
supported the increase to fund highway repairs and construction, the Clarion Ledger reported. The tax has not risen since 1987.

47. New Mexico
2021 gasoline tax: 18.88 cents per gallon (-48.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 22.88 cents per gallon (-39.6% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,029,934 gallons (959,431 highway, 70,503 nonhighway)

A proposed gasoline tax increase of 10 cents a gallon died in a House committee in February 2020. The sponsor noted that the state has the third-worst
roads in the country. TRIP found the state’s poor roads had cost motorists $900 million.

46. Arizona
2021 gasoline tax: 19.00 cents per gallon (-48.4% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 27.00 cents per gallon (-28.7% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,066,272 gallons (2,831,627 highway, 234,645 nonhighway)

Lawmakers in 2020 proposed doubling the gasoline tax over three years with incremental increases of 6 cents per year. The tax had not been increased
since 1991. But the Phoenix Business Journal reported that the bill did not appear to be winning the two-thirds majority it would need to pass.

44. Oklahoma (tie)
2021 gasoline tax: 20.00 cents per gallon (-45.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 20.00 cents per gallon (-47.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,979,555 gallons (1,815,899 highway, 163,656 nonhighway)

Oklahoma raised its gasoline tax in 2018, marking the first increase since 1987. The revenue was set aside for transportation, replacing general fund money
that had previously been used to bankroll such projects. The general fund money was then diverted toward raises for the state’s teachers, who had led a
wave of protests that spring calling for better wages.

44. Texas (tie)
2021 gasoline tax: 20.00 cents per gallon (-45.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 20.00 cents per gallon (-47.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 14,940,212 gallons (14,271,917 highway, 668,295 nonhighway)

State Rep. Ray Lopez of San Antonio proposed raising the Texas gasoline tax by 2 cents last year, noting that the current rate was set in 1991. The increase
is projected to generate more than $2.5 billion in the first five years, revenue which would go toward transportation improvements and schools statewide.

43. Louisiana
2021 gasoline tax: 20.01 cents per gallon (-45.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 20.01 cents per gallon (-47.1% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,253,184 gallons (2,089,133 highway, 164,051 nonhighway)

A group called the Louisiana Coalition to Fix Our Roads wants to increase the state gasoline tax by 10 cents a gallon to raise $300 million a year, and then
by another 2 cents every other year until 2033. The increase of 22 cents over a decade would be used to tackle $14 billion in necessary road work, the
group says. The last attempt to raise the tax failed in 2017 without a full vote in the House or Senate. The next legislative session begins in April 2021.

42. Colorado
2021 gasoline tax: 22.00 cents per gallon (-40.3% less than national average)
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2021 diesel tax: 20.50 cents per gallon (-45.8% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,455,221 gallons (2,270,649 highway, 184,572 nonhighway)

Colorado lawmakers are considering a surcharge in addition to the current 22 cents per gallon gasoline tax, as well as a road-usage charge, under which
drivers would pay a fee based on the number of miles driven. Neither amounts have been decided. Democratic Gov. Jared Polis wants more electric
vehicles and higher fuel-mileage vehicles on the state’s roads, which The Colorado Sun notes would decrease the gas tax revenue and require a new source
of funds for road improvements.

41. Delaware
2021 gasoline tax: 23.00 cents per gallon (-37.6% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 22.00 cents per gallon (-41.9% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 557,631 gallons (522,552 highway, 35,079 nonhighway)

Delaware is another state looking closely at whether to change how it raises money for transportation. One alternative would be to bill car owners monthly
based on mileage. Road construction and maintenance costs are projected to almost double over the coming decade.

40. North Dakota
2021 gasoline tax: 23.00 cents per gallon (-37.6% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 23.00 cents per gallon (-39.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 452,221 gallons (411,541 highway, 40,680 nonhighway)

State lawmakers are considering increasing the gasoline tax by 6 cents and more than doubling the road-use fee paid by drivers of electric and hybrid
vehicles. The road-use fees, enacted in 2019, would rise to $250 for electric vehicles and to $150 for hybrids. The proposal won the endorsement of a
House committee on Feb. 1, 2021, to help pay for road and bridge improvements. The last increase was 16 years ago.

39. New Hampshire
2021 gasoline tax: 23.83 cents per gallon (-35.3% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 23.83 cents per gallon (-37.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 740,925 gallons (677,217 highway, 63,708 nonhighway)

New Hampshire’s first increase in its gasoline tax since 1991 came in 2014, when lawmakers added 4.2 cents to the rate. The change was intended to bring
in an additional $32 million a year for the state’s department of transportation: 42% of the money was set aside to widen Interstate 93.

38. Wyoming
2021 gasoline tax: 24.00 cents per gallon (-34.8% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 24.00 cents per gallon (-36.6% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 367,969 gallons (293,603 highway, 74,366 nonhighway)

Wyoming lawmakers are considering raising the state’s gasoline tax to 33 cents per gallon. The proposal is sponsored by the state legislature’s Joint
Revenue Interim Committee. The measure is expected to raise $60.3 million, with the bulk of it—$40.24 million a year—to be allocated to the state highway
fund.

37. Kansas
2021 gasoline tax: 24.03 cents per gallon (-34.8% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 26.03 cents per gallon (-31.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,385,878 gallons (1,284,250 highway, 101,628 nonhighway)

The Kansas gasoline tax has not changed since 2003. In 2017, lawmakers considered raising the tax 5 cents for projected revenues of approximately $92
million or 11 cents for revenues of approximately $203 million for the 2019 fiscal year. The debate has continued in the ensuing years.

36. South Carolina
2021 gasoline tax: 26 cents per gallon (-32.8% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 26 cents per gallon (-34.6% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,889,637 gallons (2,669,735 highway, 219,902 nonhighway)

A tax increase of 2 cents per gallon of gasoline took effect in South Carolina in July 2021, the fifth of sixth increases approved by lawmakers, which brought
the total tax to 26 cents per gallon. The 2-cent increases began in 2017 and will continue until 2022. The money will be used to make improvements to
roads, bridges, and projects that are part of a 10-year infrastructure plan.

On July 1, the final 2-cent increase will raise the gas tax to 28 cents per gallon.

35. Arkansas
2021 gasoline tax: 24.80 cents per gallon (-32.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 28.80 cents per gallon (-23.9% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,556,414 gallons (1,431,471 highway, 124,943 nonhighway)
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Arkansas’ gasoline tax rose for the first time in 20 years in 2019, marking an increase of 3 cents per gallon that was intended to raise funds to pay for road
and highway maintenance. The fee to register electric cars rose by $200, while the fee for hybrid cars went up $100. One estimate put the average increase
for motorists at $15 to $30 a year more in state fuel taxes.

34. Kentucky
2021 gasoline tax: 26.00 cents per gallon (-29.4% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 23.00 cents per gallon (-39.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,267,439 gallons (2,146,204 highway, 121,235 nonhighway)

Lawmakers in 2020 proposed an increase of 9 cents a gallon to the gasoline tax, new fees on hybrid and electric vehicles, and a change in the way road
funds are allocated to cities and counties. Similar increases had died in two previous legislative sessions. The increase was meant to replenish the state’s
road fund.

33. Massachusetts
2021 gasoline tax: 26.54 cents per gallon (-27.9% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 26.54 cents per gallon (-29.9% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,803,731 gallons (2,658,600 highway, 145,131 nonhighway)

The cost of gasoline could rise between 5 and 9 cents a gallon under a multistate Transportation and Climate Initiative meant to reduce pollution from
motor vehicles by at least 26%. In addition, it would raise more than $1.8 billion for green transportation in Massachusetts by 2032. Republican Gov. Charlie
Baker signed onto the program in 2020, joining Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Washington D.C. in the agreement.

32. Tennessee
2021 gasoline tax: 27.40 cents per gallon (-25.6% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 28.40 cents per gallon (-25.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,488,212 gallons (3,278,392 highway, 209,820 nonhighway)

Tennessee raised its gasoline tax in 2017 by 6 cents over three years to help fund $10 billion in road work across the state. The increase is part of the
IMPROVE Act, or Improving Manufacturing, Public Roads and Opportunities for a Vibrant Economy Act. The goal is $250 million for the state, $70 million for
counties, and $35 million for cities, all supporting transportation projects.

31. Alabama
2021 gasoline tax: 29.21 cents per gallon (-20.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 30.15 cents per gallon (-20.3% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,855,650 gallons (2,659,652 highway, 195,998 nonhighway)

Alabama’s gasoline tax increased by 2 cents in 2020, the second part of a 10-cent tax increase. The increases are part of the Rebuild Alabama Act, which
was passed in 2019 and which has raised millions for road projects. The state department of transportation reportedly sunk $122 million of Rebuild
funding into ongoing projects for the fiscal year 2020, including improvements to the state highway system.

30. Virginia
2021 gasoline tax: 29.40 cents per gallon (-20.2% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 28.50 cents per gallon (-24.7% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 4,136,995 gallons (3,919,440 highway, 217,555 nonhighway)

Virginia saw an increase of 5 cents a gallon in its gasoline tax in 2020. A second 5 cents-a-gallon hike will go into effect in 2021. In addition, a regional fuel
tax that applied only along Interstate Highway 81 has been expanded to include all of Virginia.

29. Nebraska
2021 gasoline tax: 29.60 cents per gallon (-19.6% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 29.00 cents per gallon (-23.4% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 932,560 gallons (863,333 highway, 69,227 nonhighway)

Nebraska’s gasoline tax fell about 4 cents at the beginning of 2021, after increasing about 4 cents a gallon between July and December in 2020. Nebraska’s
tax is calculated twice a year based on a fixed rate set by the legislature, the price of gasoline, and a variable rate based on transportation spending. The
fixed rate of the tax last rose in 2015 and increased gradually by 6 cents.

28. South Dakota
2021 gasoline tax: 30.00 cents per gallon (-18.5% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 30.00 cents per gallon (-20.7% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 473,529 gallons (435,583 highway, 37,946 nonhighway)

South Dakota increased its gasoline tax by 6 cents a gallon in 2015 to pay for road projects. At the time it was among a number of states that raised
gasoline taxes to compensate for the end of federal transportation funding. The South Dakota increase was designed to bring in an additional $85 million a
year for road and bridge projects.
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27. Iowa
2021 gasoline tax: 30.00 cents per gallon (-18.5% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 32.50 cents per gallon (-14.1% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,683,807 gallons (1,486,910 highway, 196,897 nonhighway)

Iowa increased its gasoline tax by 10 cents a gallon in 2015, with then-Gov. Terry Branstad citing a need for revenue for road and bridge projects. The
bipartisan transportation bill was projected to raise $200 million a year for needed improvements to roads and bridges. Before this increase, Iowa’s gasoline
tax had not risen since 1989.

26. Maine
2021 gasoline tax: 30.01 cents per gallon (-18.5% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 31.21 cents per gallon (-17.5% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 658,457 gallons (593,253 highway, 65,204 nonhighway)

A 2019 commission recommended that Maine raise money for its roads through combination of gasoline taxes or fees for electric vehicles and allocations
from the general fund. The state faces a $232 million yearly shortfall in its budget for transportation improvement. The gasoline tax rate was frozen in
2011. Before that it was indexed to the inflation rate.

25. Vermont
2021 gasoline tax: 30.46 cents per gallon (-17.3% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 32.00 cents per gallon (-15.5% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 310,332 gallons (288,944 highway, 21,388 nonhighway)

In 2019, a Democratic lawmaker proposed increasing the gasoline tax rate by 4 cents a gallon for five years, but crucial transportation leaders in the
legislature indicated they would not support the change. It would have raised $10 million for municipal road projects each year. The governor also opposed
the proposal. Vermont last raised its gasoline tax in 2013.

24. Minnesota
2021 gasoline tax: 30.60 cents per gallon (-16.9% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 30.60 cents per gallon (-19.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,686,329 gallons (2,411,151 highway, 275,178 nonhighway)

The Minnesota House approved a transportation bill that included a 20 cents-per-gallon hike to pay for road and bridge projects in 2019, but it died in the
Senate. The increase was to be stretched out over four years, at 5 cents a year.

23. Utah
2021 gasoline tax: 31.41 cents per gallon (-14.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 31.41 cents per gallon (-17.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,269,553 gallons (1,190,445 highway, 79,108 nonhighway)

Utah’s gasoline tax saw a small increase in 2021, by 3 cents for every 10 gallons. The Salt Lake Tribune calculated that would amount to about $1.62 for
the year for a car that gets about 25 miles to the gallon and drives about 13,500 miles annually. The Utah State Tax Commission adjusts the tax each year.

22. Montana
2021 gasoline tax: 32.75 cents per gallon (-11.1% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 30.20 cents per gallon (-20.2% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 555,974 gallons (485,015 highway, 70,959 nonhighway)

The state’s legislature passed a fuel tax increase in 2017 to raise $49 million annually for state and local road projects. The state’s gasoline tax rate
subsequently increased by 5 cents and another increase of 1 cent will be phased in through 2023. Missoula County, the state’s second-largest county,
approved a 2-cent a gallon local tax in 2020 for its road projects.

21. Wisconsin
2021 gasoline tax: 32.90 cents per gallon (-10.7% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 32.90 cents per gallon (-13.1% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,708,385 gallons (2,461,021 highway, 247,364 nonhighway)

Wisconsin’s Democratic Gov. Tony Evers called for a hike of 8 cents a gallon in his two-year budget proposal in 2019. It also would have indexed the
gasoline tax for automatic increases. The gasoline tax had been indexed under a 1985 law, but that law was repealed in 2005. Evers’ proposal was rejected
by the Republican-controlled Joint Finance Committee, which instead approved a raise in registration fees.

20. Idaho
2021 gasoline tax: 33.00 cents per gallon (-10.4% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 33.00 cents per gallon (-12.8% less than national average)
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Total gasoline use: 861,439 gallons (734,046 highway, 127,393 nonhighway)

Idaho last increased its gasoline tax in 2015. The 7 cents-a-gallon hike, to raise money for road and bridge projects, was accompanied by an increase in
vehicle registration fees, and a new fee on electric and hybrid cars. The new rate was expected to raise $95 million a year. The state, however, faced a $262
million shortfall in the budget for its transportation system.

19. Georgia
2021 gasoline tax: 33.96 cents per gallon (-7.8% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 37.26 cents per gallon (-1.6% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 5,019,607 gallons (4,743,377 highway, 276,230 nonhighway)

Georgia’s lawmakers in 2015 increased the gasoline tax by 6.7 cents per gallon and indexed the tax rate to the consumer price index and average vehicle
efficiency. They also imposed new registration fees for electric vehicles, and on heavy vehicles. The state expected to raise $1.2 billion by 2020.

18. Rhode Island
2021 gasoline tax: 35.00 cents per gallon (-5.0% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 35.00 cents per gallon (-7.5% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 389,233 gallons (366,451 highway, 22,782 nonhighway)

Rhode Island’s gasoline tax will not increase in 2021. Since 2015, the state has altered its gasoline tax rate every two years to match the rate of inflation. It
increased by 1 cent in 2015 and 1 cent in 2019. In 2016, Rhode Island implemented a new toll on commercial trucks to pay for repairs to 650 roads and
bridges rather than raise the gasoline tax.

17. West Virginia
2021 gasoline tax: 35.70 cents per gallon (-3.1% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 35.70 cents per gallon (-5.7% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 847,699 gallons (791,672 highway, 56,027 nonhighway)

According to MetroNews, West Virginia was one of seven states that saw an increase in their gasoline taxes in 2017. Before the increase, its gasoline tax
dropped for three years, losing $50 million in revenue for road repairs.

16. Connecticut
2021 gasoline tax: 35.75 cents per gallon (-2.9% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 44.60 cents per gallon (17.8% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,517,405 gallons (1,437,444 highway, 79,961 nonhighway)

Connecticut’s gasoline tax has stayed the same since 2000. But that could change under the Transportation and Climate Initiative Program, which Gov.
Ned Lamont signed onto last year. This initiative could indirectly affect the gasoline price, as wholesalers buy credits if they go over pollution limits.

15. Maryland
2021 gasoline tax: 36.30 cents per gallon (-1.4% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 37.05 cents per gallon (-2.1% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 2,748,322 gallons (2,602,302 highway, 146,020 nonhighway)

The gasoline tax fell slightly by 0.7 cents in 2020, the result of an inflation indexing law. Lawmakers in 2013 began a phase-in of the first gasoline tax hike in
20 years. The rise in the tax rate began with a 4-cent increase and was intended to bring in $4.4 billion for transportation projects.

14. North Carolina
2021 gasoline tax: 36.35 cents per gallon (-1.3% less than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 36.35 cents per gallon (-4.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 5,082,797 gallons (4,633,090 highway, 449,707 nonhighway)

A report published in January 2021 by the North Carolina Future Investment Resources for Sustainable Transportation Commission recommends that the
state look for new ways to fund road and bridge projects, airports, mass transit, and other transportation. Gasoline taxes currently fund most of the state’s
transportation projects, but electric vehicles and better fuel mileage have cut into the amount collected. The commission proposes increasing vehicle taxes
and the sales tax, and perhaps charging drivers based on mileage. In 2015, state lawmakers cut pennies off the state gasoline tax instead of a larger cut
that had been planned.

13. Ohio
2021 gasoline tax: 38.51 cents per gallon (4.6% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 47.01 cents per gallon (24.2% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 5,146,016 gallons (4,788,084 highway, 357,932 nonhighway)
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Ohio increased its gasoline tax by 10.5 cents in 2019, part of a two-year transportation budget. The funds are to be set aside for road and bridge projects,
as required by the state constitution. At the time, the state said that $156 million in maintenance projects that had stalled due to a lack of funds were back
on track thanks to the tax bump.

12. Oregon
2021 gasoline tax: 38.83 cents per gallon (5.4% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 38.06 cents per gallon (0.6% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,629,593 gallons (1,506,779 highway, 122,814 nonhighway)

Oregon’s gasoline tax increased by 2 cents last year, the second of four increases that lawmakers approved in 2017. The higher rate is expected to raise
$60 million for the state’s department of transportation and to the state’s cities and counties.

11. Michigan
2021 gasoline tax: 41.98 cents per gallon (14.0% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 43.18 cents per gallon (14.1% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 4,862,405 gallons (4,381,530 highway, 480,875 nonhighway)

Michigan’s Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in 2019 proposed raising the gasoline tax by 45 cents a gallon, but her plan was rejected by Republicans. An
earlier 2015 transportation plan was expected to raise about $880 million when it was fully implemented by 2021. State officials said that was not enough
to solve Michigan’s transportation problems.

10. Indiana
2021 gasoline tax: 42.16 cents per gallon (14.5% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 52.00 cents per gallon (37.4% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,143,618 gallons (2,934,667 highway, 208,951 nonhighway)

Indiana in 2017 increased the gasoline tax by 10 cents a gallon. The state’s gas tax is adjusted each year to keep up with inflation and it is linked to gas
prices. The tax brings in $1.2 billion each year for road maintenance and construction, primarily for state work.

9. Florida
2021 gasoline tax: 42.46 cents per gallon (15.3% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 35.57 cents per gallon (-6.0% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 9,463,931 gallons (8,586,669 highway, 877,262 nonhighway)

Florida’s gasoline tax varies by area. It is adjusted every year, indexed to the rate of inflation. Counties and municipalities can add up to 12 cents per gallon
to the gasoline tax, for local infrastructure.

8. New York
2021 gasoline tax: 42.70 cents per gallon (15.9% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 42.43 cents per gallon (12.1% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 5,813,226 gallons (5,401,064 highway, 412,162 nonhighway)

Increases in New York’s gasoline tax in the 1990s were meant to fund highway and bridge improvements. But money has gone also to mass transit, buses,
subways, and commuter railroads. The Transportation and Climate Initiative under consideration among states in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic could
mean higher costs for gas.

7. Hawaii
2021 gasoline tax: 46.84 cents per gallon (27.2% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 49.55 cents per gallon (30.9% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 471,878 gallons (436,711 highway, 35,167 nonhighway)

Hawaii saw a drop in money available for road repair in 2020 with drivers using 18% less gasoline during the coronavirus pandemic. In 2019, lawmakers
proposed raising gasoline taxes 37.5%, from 16 cents to 22 cents per gallon. The increase would bring in $40 million a year for road construction and
maintenance.

6. Washington
2021 gasoline tax: 49.40 cents per gallon (34.1% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 49.40 cents per gallon (30.5% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,009,259 gallons (2,811,430 highway, 197,829 nonhighway)

Washington’s Democratic lawmakers want to increase the gasoline tax by 18 cents under a $25.8 billion transportation budget proposal that also includes
a new fee on carbon emissions. The revenue would go toward road projects. The 18-cent gasoline tax increase would be phased over two years. After that
the tax would be indexed for inflation.

5. Nevada
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2021 gasoline tax: 50.48 cents per gallon (37.1% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 28.56 cents per gallon (-24.5% less than national average)
Total gasoline use: 1,254,299 gallons (1,157,367 highway, 96,932 nonhighway)

Nevada also is grappling with how to pay for its highway fund as more electric vehicles and fuel-efficient vehicles take to the road. A good portion of the
fund is financed through the state’s gasoline tax. According to the Las Vegas Sun, Nevada collected $197.6 million for the fund from gas taxes in 2008
compared to $210.6 million in 2018.

4. New Jersey
2021 gasoline tax: 50.70 cents per gallon (37.7% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 57.70 cents per gallon (52.4% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 3,977,410 gallons (3,770,732 highway, 206,678 nonhighway)

New Jersey’s gasoline tax rose 9.3 cents a gallon in 2020 to bring in money for the state’s Transportation Trust Fund. The state is required by law to set
aside money for infrastructure. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, fewer drivers are on the road, and revenues have fallen. Gasoline demand has
dropped about 15%. At the same time, though, the price of gasoline has fallen.

3. Illinois
2021 gasoline tax: 52.16 cents per gallon (41.6% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 59.98 cents per gallon (58.5% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 4,759,031 gallons (4,454,984 highway, 304,047 nonhighway)

Illinois’s gasoline tax rate rose by 19 cents in 2019, for the first time since 1990. In July 2020, the state saw its first automatic increase, by the rate of
inflation. The money is intended to help fund a $45 billion capital plan. Illinois is one of seven states that adds a general sales tax on top of the gasoline tax.

2. Pennsylvania
2021 gasoline tax: 58.70 cents per gallon (59.4% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 75.20 cents per gallon (98.7% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 4,980,152 gallons (4,679,656 highway, 300,496 nonhighway)

A 2013 transportation funding bill changed the way gasoline taxes are assessed in the state of Pennsylvania. The Oil Company Franchise Tax is paid by fuel
distributors at the wholesale level, but how the tax is passed on to drivers varies. Money raised enabled the state to repair its bridges.

1. California
2021 gasoline tax: 63.05 cents per gallon (71.2% greater than national average)
2021 diesel tax: 83.06 cents per gallon (119.4% greater than national average)
Total gasoline use: 15,431,588 gallons (14,432,583 highway, 999,005 nonhighway)

California’s gasoline tax rose for the third time in four years in 2020, a 3.2-cent increase that is expected to bring in about $7 billion in the fiscal year to pay
for repairs and for maintenance. In addition, the tax is adjusted each year based on the state’s consumer price index. Electric vehicle owners are being
charged a $100 road improvement fee when they register or re-register their cars.

Copyright 2022 Stacker. All rights reserved.
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The impacted intersection will be opened daily in time for evening rush

hour with metal plates in place.

Road Closed Sign with Barricade in Background

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The City of Columbia is warning drivers that a major intersection will soon

be undergoing extensive repairs daily beginning Monday.

The City of Columbia Street Division released an advisory on Thursday warning that the

roadway on Parkridge Drive at Harbison Boulevard will be closed on Monday at 7 a.m. and

remained closed until 4 p.m. - a process that will continue until unspecified repairs are

completed.

While not being worked on by Columbia street crews, the road will be plated and reopened for

afternoon traffic. While work occurs, drivers, including emergency vehicles, are being urged to

take alternate routes.

The nearby Prisma Health Baptist Parkridge hospital and all businesses along Parkridge Drive

will still be accessible from Lake Murray Boulevard, authorities said.

City authorities said they plan to issue updates as repairs progress. Additional information will

also be released when the project is finally completed.

Roadwork to mean daily shutdown
of major Columbia intersection
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. (WBTV) – With gas prices continuing to climb, some are calling for states to suspend that tax.

According to AAA’s latest gas price averages, the average price ticked slightly higher overnight to $4.19 in North Carolina.

In South Carolina, that average is $4.08 a gallon as of Friday morning.

As far as gas taxes for both states, residents pay 36 cents in tax per gallon of gas in N.C.

In South Carolina, one of the lowest in the country, each gallon of gas is taxed at 22 cents. That’s on top of the 18-cent federal gas tax

A bill to suspend the gas tax was filed last weekend in S.C. but it comes at a cost as the gas taxes go to fix and maintain roads and bridges N.C. state
economist Mike Walden says, right now, the state has a surplus that could be used temporarily. Republican Senate leader Phil Berger was skeptical.

“Unless we get serious about addressing supply, we’ll cut the gas tax, the price will still go up and what do you do then?” Berger said.

Governors in other states have announced proposals for a gas tax holiday or a suspension of the federal gas tax.

Related: Calls to suspend gas taxes across U.S. grow as prices surge

A spokesperson for N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper said he would carefully review the idea of suspending or reducing the state’s gas tax, but he would want to make
sure road projects continue and the savings actually goes to customers.

Check WBTV’s gas tracker map for a list of the cheapest gas in your area.

Copyright 2022 WBTV. All rights reserved.

Calls coming in to suspend Carolinas’ gas tax amidst surging
prices
According to AAA’s latest gas price averages, the average price ticked slightly higher overnight to $4.19 in North Carolina.

A spokesperson for N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper said he would carefully review the idea of suspending or reducing the state's gas tax. (KAIT)

By WBTV Web Staff
Published: Mar. 11, 2022 at 6:47 AM EST | Updated: 2 hours ago
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‘Transformative’ project could �nally eliminate Columbia’s train
crossings

�� ������� �������� ������������������������.���
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A Norfolk Southern train crosses South Assembly Street, in Columbia on June �, ����. John A. Carlos II / Special to The

Free Times

���� �. ������ ��

COLUMBIA —  State and local politicians are working together to end a decades-
long headache for Columbia drivers by �nally eliminating railroad crossings that
block tra�c across town.

With a massive pot of $�.� billion federal COVID money for state lawmakers to pass
out, now is a rare opportunity to eliminate a perennial headache for motorists
around the state’s capital city, supporters say.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Stephen%20Fastenau
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The city is also seeking money from the state for a number of other projects
including an overhaul of Finlay Park, a parking garage for Five Points, waterfront
redevelopment and a new community center and farmers market space.

But �xing the railway crossings is the city’s top funding priority from the available
money.

State Rep. Kirkman Finlay, a Columbia Republican who is a member of the House
budget-writing committee, told The Post and Courier that he plans “probably the
largest ask in Richland County history” for about $�� million from the state budget
towards the work.

The city and county could need to come up with another $�� million to earn a
federal match of as much as $��� million.

“We’ve got momentum; we’ve got a potential funding source,” Finlay said. “If we can
get everybody on board, I think it is truly transformative.”

State transportation o�cials have been exploring for years how best to eliminate
crossings and divert rail cars to keep from impeding tra�c at key crossings.

The project would solve crossings at Assembly Street, Rosewood Drive and Huger
Street near the state fairgrounds and Williams-Brice Stadium, Finlay said, either by
sending trains overhead or motorists over trains.

The railroad work could cost as much as $��� million an S.C. Department of
Transportation memo from January said. State transportation o�cials are �nalizing
the preferred concept, public input could resume this summer and required
environmental approvals received by the fall, the agency said.

�������� ����

Columbia rail congestion �x gaining steam a�er decades of delays for

motorists

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���
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Work could take �ve years to complete after it starts. No expected start date is
planned.

Eliminating the rail congestion could be a victory with widespread support beyond
city limits, Columbia Councilman Joe Taylor said.

“I think we have a once-in-a-half-a-half-a-century issue with the money that’s out
there to remedy a problem that has been a thorn in our city side since day one,”
Taylor said.

Similarly, Columbia Mayor Daniel Rickenmann said the railroad crossings are the
city’s top funding priority because the improvements would change the dynamics of
downtown.

“This has been a project in discussion for decades, and now we have an opportunity
to actually move this train down the tracks,” Rickenmann said. “It’s something that
will bene�t everybody and make it easier to move around, whether you’re going to a
ball game or to the Statehouse.”

The project was at the top of a list of �� projects totaling $��� million the city asked
state lawmakers to consider funding.

Among the other requests were:

$�� million to pay for remaining phases of railroad “Quiet Zones” throughout the
Columbia area.

$�� million towards a $�� million project for new and upgraded roads aimed at
spurring development along the Columbia waterfront.

$��.� million towards an $�� million facelift for Finlay Park.

�������� ��������

McMaster, GOP legislators call for massive tax cut as SC’s revenue windfall

grows

�� ������ ����� ���������������������.���
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Stephen Fastenau is a local government reporter covering the City of Columbia, Richland County and

general assignments. He returned to Columbia a�er �� years as a reporter at The Island Packet and is a

University of South Carolina graduate.

$�� million of a planned $�� million project to improve roads and safety along a key
thoroughfare of Assembly Street, including the intersection with Gervais Street.

$�� million to redevelop vacant property on Beltline Boulevard into a community
center, park space, an urban garden and teaching kitchen.

$�� million for Congaree Commons, a project planned for southeast Columbia that
would include a grocery store, farmers market, commercial kitchen and pharmacy.

$�� million for a parking garage in Five Points.

$�� million towards a proposed $�� million Columbia Convention Center
expansion. 

While acknowledging other worthwhile projects, another state lawmaker
representing Columbia agreed that the rail crossings should be a top priority.

“It’s certainly unacceptable for trains to block major thoroughfares in our capital
city during rush hour times,” said state Rep. Seth Rose, D-Columbia, who recently
posted a photo on social media of a familiar scene of waiting in line for a train
crossing. “And I know our city’s motto at this point seems to be we’re open for
business, but if we can’t get to business, that’s a very big problem. And I just don’t
know how we can grow as a city if we don’t �x this issue.”

Reach Stephen Fastenau at ���-���-����. Follow him on Twitter @StephenFastenau.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Stephen%20Fastenau
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One project will eliminate left turns at the Litchfield
Drive intersection.

ROADS

County seeks federal funds for 2 corridor study
projects
By Charles Swenson | March 11, 2022

Georgetown County is seeking funds for two of 10 projects listed as
priorities in a study of the Highway 17 corridor through Waccamaw Neck.
The $3.3 million request is the lowest of any submitted for what is
estimated to be $70 million in infrastructure funds.

“Your next shot at this isn’t going to be for another seven years,” said Mark
Hoeweler, executive director of the Grand Strand Area Transportation
Study.

Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach each applied for more than $30
million. The city of Georgetown didn’t submit any projects.

Changing the intersections in the area around Litchfield Country Club
and removing the median cut at Hog Heaven are among $53.4 million in
improvements recommended by the study, completed last year by the
engineering firm AECOM. The county wants the projects added to the
regional transportation plan funded by GSATS, an intergovernmental body that allocates federal transportation funds in the
region.

GSATS normally gets about $35 million for its five-year plan. That is expected to double with the infusion of federal funds for
infrastructure, Hoeweler said.

The Litchfield Country Club improvements, estimated to cost $2.4 million, would install a raised median from Crooked Oak
Drive south to the entrance of Salt Marsh Cove. It would eliminate the four-way intersection at Litchfield Drive and restrict left
turns to each end of the raised median, where traffic signals would create breaks in the highway traffic to allow U-turns.

The project would eliminate backups on Country Club Drive when drivers try to make left  turns out of the country club.

The project was ranked third in the corridor study, behind a reconfiguration of the intersection of Bypass 17 and Highway 707
and the installation of a raised median in the Pawleys Island business district south of Waverly Road.

The median cut at Hog Heaven was one of 10 median cuts recommended for removal. Between January 2020 and December
2021, Midway Fire and Rescue responded to 24 crashes at that median cut.

Holly Richardson, the county planning director, said officials decided not to seek funding to close the other median cuts until
other improvements can be made.

In addition to closing the median cut in front of the restaurant, the county plans to install a new break in the median with U-
turn lanes on the highway between The Colony neighborhood and Prince George. That was also part of the corridor study’s
recommendations. The work is estimated to cost $900,000.

The applications will be ranked by GSATS  staff and presented to the policy committee for approval. If approved, the Waccmaw
Neck projects could be eligible for funding in 2024, Hoeweler said.
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Editorial: A fresh approach to a longstanding problem
�� ��� ��������� �����

��� ��, ����

Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg holds up a discarded lawnmower toy during the city’s inaugural Operation

Neighborhood in West Ashley this month. City of Charleston/Provided

The problem of roadside litter across Charleston (and much of South Carolina) is
centuries old, and while governments, nonpro�ts and neighbors have made assorted
e�orts to clean it up, the problem never will likely go away. That’s why, from time to
time, they need to rededicate their e�orts and take a fresh approach.

Such an approach was on display last Saturday in West Ashley, where �� city sta�
members and residents took part in Charleston’s inaugural Operation
Neighborhood cleanup, a new initiative of the longstanding Keep Charleston
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Beautiful program. From the Pamilla Apartments south to the Forest Neighborhood
Coalition, the group not only picked up more than � tons of litter and bulk waste but
also worked on �xing potholes, removing gra�ti, trimming overgrown bushes and
vines, and distributing information about city services.

Members of the Charleston Fire Department also installed �� smoke detectors in ��
homes. Not bad for a day’s (volunteer) work, and we urge the city to conduct similar
Operation Neighborhood cleanups at least quarterly, as planned, or even more
frequently if the demand is there. Future operations, like the inaugural one, not only
will focus on litter but also could address other quality of life issues as needed, such
as drain cleaning, street light maintenance, tree planting, street sweeping and code
enforcement help.

Importantly, while the initiative includes city sta� volunteering time, the
involvement of residents is a key piece, too. As we’ve noted before, the challenge of
keeping our streets free of litter is akin to keeping storm drains free of clogs:
Governments have a responsibility to do this work and they should be vigilant about
it, but the size and scope of the problem makes it unrealistic to expect that
government employees can do it all by themselves.

In that sense, what happened in West Ashley last weekend was not dissimilar to
Wadmalaw Island residents’ recent commitment to step up their own e�orts to
remove litter along Maybank Highway and the island’s other paved roads. Reporter
Adam Parker noted residents there organized a volunteer group in ���� to pick up
litter and soon focused on the island’s gateway, the �.� miles between the Esau
Jenkins Memorial Bridge and the fork where Bears Blu� Road meets Maybank.
About ��� people volunteer with Keep Wadmalaw Beautiful, and that’s very
impressive: It’s about one volunteer for every �� people who live on the island.

Those who volunteer on Wadmalaw and those who volunteered in West Ashley last
weekend likely know what studies have shown: Litter along a road — or in a ditch or
by a dumpster — only attracts more litter.
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And another reason litter bothers us so much goes beyond its visual blight: The
presence of trash on our streets or public places sends a signal that these places are
neglected and unloved, which in turn makes them feel less livable and even less safe.
Charleston’s other new initiative this year, its Adopt-A-Block Program, aims to
attract volunteers willing to make a two-year commitment to clean up small
sections of roads on a regular basis — sort of like Adopt-A-Highway but on a
smaller scale. More details can be found at www.charleston-sc.gov/����/Adopt-A-
Block. 

There is no single solution to stopping litter, but if governments, nonpro�ts and
residents all get involved in the e�ort, it will go a long way toward keeping our
streets clean. 

���� �����������

Editorial: Litter has always been a problem in Charleston. Do your part to help clean up.

Mount Pleasant launches initiative to plant ��,��� trees by SC Arbor Day in December

Wadmalaw Island resident volunteers organize to keep their roadways litter-free

https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2616/Adopt-A-Block
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Florida drivers will receive some relief at the gas pump,

but it won't be coming anytime soon.

State lawmakers on Wednesday agreed to suspend the state's gas tax but not

until October.

They said the move was made until later in the year because that is when fewer

tourists are coming to the state, hoping to benefit more local residents than out-

of-state visitors.

The measure will save drivers about $0.27 for every gallon of fuel purchased.

RELATED: Check gas prices in your area

Jared Walczak, vice president of state projects with the Tax Foundation, called

the move "not good policy."

"People are feeling the pain right now, offering relief in October doesn't

necessarily address that," Walczak said. "It's a pretty inefficient way to provide

relief."

WATCH: Tax policy expert explains why suspending gas tax won't

bring much relief

https://www.wptv.com/traffic/gas-prices


3/11/22, 8:53 AM Florida will suspend gas tax but not until October

https://www.wptv.com/traffic/gas-prices/florida-will-suspend-gas-tax-but-not-until-october 3/6

The state's coffers are currently overflowing with cash from higher-than-

expected tax revenues and federal stimulus money.

Florida plans to use money from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to

compensate for about $200 million in lost revenue.

However, Walczak said it may not even be legal to use ARPA funds to cut the

gas tax.

"There's some litigation around the strings that Congress attached to this. ...

Under the law as written, states are not allowed to use the ARPA money for tax

cuts," Walczak said.

Drivers are confused that lawmakers would wait until October when the pain at

the pump is occurring now.
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Anthony Thompson explains why he doesn't think a break on the gas tax in the fall makes much sense.

"By then things will probably have calmed down. Demand will be lower," said

driver Anthony Thompson.

A growing number of other governors and state lawmakers across the U.S. are

calling for the suspension of gas taxes to provide relief to drivers from record-

high prices.

"A gas tax holiday will put a little money back in people's wallets, but probably

not as much as it costs the states," Walczak said. "It won't do a lot to promote

economic activity. It's coming fairly late given the current crunch, and especially

[since] we think of summer as the driving season."

Florida's gas prices hit another record high Thursday with the state's average

now at $4.35 per gallon, according to the Automobile Association of America

(AAA).

RELATED: Drivers making tough choices as gas prices hit records

highs in Florida

https://www.wptv.com/traffic/gas-prices/florida-gas-prices-hit-another-record-high
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Gas prices were averaging $4.32 a gallon nationally Thursday.

Florida is the first state to announce the suspension of its gas tax this year.

Legislative leaders in Michigan and Pennsylvania announced similar proposals

to suspended or reduce state gas taxes.

Governors in Georgia and California also called for relief from state gas taxes.

Governors from six states have urged Congress to suspend the federal

government's 18-cent-a-gallon gas tax through the remainder of this year.

Some transportation advocates have said there is no guarantee a gas tax cut

would get fully passed on to consumers.

There is also talk of Congress suspending the 18 cents federal gas tax.

Copyright 2022 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Maryland Gov Larry Hogan and presiding officers at the State House agreed

Thursday on legislation to provide a one-month gas tax holiday. 

The emergency bill will land on the governor's desk within days and he is expected to sign it

during a special bill-signing ceremony.

The tax break will cost the state $100 million, which legislative leaders said can easily be

absorbed. Jones said they agreed to revisit suspending the gas tax, if needed.

According to AAA, the average price per gallon for regular gas in Maryland is $4.30. A suspension

of the gas tax could save drivers in Maryland close to 40 cents per gallon.

"It's the right thing to do. We can afford it," House Speaker Adrienne Jones said. "We feel you,

we hear you, we want to help you."

Earlier in the day, Comptroller Peter Franchot also called for a gas-tax holiday, but his proposal

is for three months. Read the comptroller's statement here.

Meanwhile, Republican state senators are pushing to repeal, or at least pause, a Maryland law

allowing for automatic increases in gas prices. (More) In Maryland, the gas tax automatically

https://www.wbaltv.com/news-team/9561e85a-6f2b-4844-ace6-dca78329153b
https://www.wbaltv.com/news-team/9561e85a-6f2b-4844-ace6-dca78329153b
https://facebook.com/davidcollinswbal
https://twitter.com/dcollinswbal
mailto:davidcollins@hearst.com
https://www.wbaltv.com/news-team/9561e85a-6f2b-4844-ace6-dca78329153b
mailto:gng@hearst.com
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/maryland-surplus-comptroller-survival-check-gas-tax-holiday/39398524
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/maryland-surplus-comptroller-survival-check-gas-tax-holiday/39398524
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/maryland-automatic-gas-tax-increase-repeal-pause-bills/39385157


3/11/22, 8:52 AM Governor seeks emergency suspension of Maryland's gas tax

https://www.wbaltv.com/article/gas-tax-maryland-emergency-suspension/39399009 3/17

increases each year based on inflation. 

| PDF: Senate Bill 337 -- Motor Fuel Tax Rates - Consumer Price Index Adjustment - Repeal 

| PDF: Senate Bill 737 -- Cost of Living Assistance Act of 2022 (pause the automatic increases)

Governor calls for gas tax break

The governor issued the following statement Thursday afternoon after the Board of Revenue

Estimates reported an increase in the state's record budget surplus.

"Today's incredible revenue estimates increase our already record surplus and reinforce the

fact that Maryland continues to have one of the strongest recoveries in America.

"This report further proves that we have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to advance

substantial tax relief for our families, small businesses and retirees. People across the country

are being squeezed by surging inflation on everything from gas to groceries  -- Marylanders,

especially our retirees, deserve and need this relief.

"In addition, at this time of global uncertainty due to Russian aggression, we are working with

our legislative partners on an emergency suspension of the gas tax to help with the pain at the

pump. We also support ongoing efforts in the legislature to suspend automatic increases in the

gas tax. And, I have called on the Biden administration to increase domestic energy production

to help lower costs. Now more than ever, we must come together to take bold, bipartisan

action." 

Legislative leaders respond

In response, Senate President Bill Ferguson and Jones released a statement, saying:

"Marylanders need help now, and we are standing together to provide that assistance by

suspending the Maryland gas tax for 30 days.

"During the last month, Marylanders have seen gas prices increase exponentially,

compounding existing rising costs.

https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/sb0337-1646860723.pdf
https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/sb0737-1646860669.pdf
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"Increased revenue projections for this year and next year give us the flexibility to provide

immediate relief to families.

This swift action will help ease the financial burden on everyday Marylanders while keeping the

pressure on Vladimir Putin and the Russian oligarchs who have enabled him.

"We look forward to working with the governor in the coming days to relieve the pressure on

Marylanders' pocketbooks while ensuring our long-term fiscal health."
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WMBF) - A group of South Carolina lawmakers is calling to suspend the state’s gas tax as prices at the pump continue to rise.

State Rep. Russell Fry (R-District 106) said in a social media post that legislation was filed in the South Carolina House of Representatives over the
weekend with ideas on how to ease the pain at the pump.

Among those mentioned was as suspending the gas tax of 26 cents per gallon, which Fry said would “provide immediate relief to residents.” Currently,
South Carolina has one of the lower gas taxes rates in the country, according to data from the U.S. Federal Highway Administration.

The state is still scheduled to see the last of annual 2-cent increases in the gas tax later this year.

According to AAA, the average price of gas in South Carolina as of Wednesday stood $4.02 per gallon, nearly 20 cents lower than the national average.

You can read Fry’s full post and the resolution below:

Group of SC lawmakers call to suspend state’s gas tax as
prices rise

By WMBF News Staff
Published: Mar. 9, 2022 at 3:42 PM EST | Updated: Mar. 9, 2022 at 4:35 PM EST
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GAS PRICES

Diesel costs have risen almost a dollar in just a week.

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Diesel costs have risen seventy-five cents in the last week, and that jump at

the pump is hitting the hip pockets of those in the trucking industry.

According to Columbia truck driver John Dias, it's costing him an extra $1,000 to fill up his semi-

truck, saying he's feeling the pain at the pump. 

“It's impacting me and my business pretty hard," Dias. said. “So, that jumps up tremendously

from the $1,840 to $2,893. So, that’s a little over a $1,000 more I would spend a week on fuel.”

RELATED: Federal regulators look to lower age requirement for semi truck drivers with new

program

Trucking for six years, Dias drives 3,000 miles a week. He says that’s more than 520 gallons of

fuel.

“I am hauling your chickens, your food, your fruits and vegetables," Dias said.

Michael Nicolson with The Moving Squad says it costs $2,200 to fill up his nine trucks. “We

were a little more than $700 more than we normally do to fill up all the trucks.”

Trucking companies gas costs
skyrocket, forcing them to make
tough decisions

Author: Eleanor Tabone (WLTX)

Published: 10:42 PM EST March 10, 2022

Updated: 11:12 PM EST March 10, 2022
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Nicolson says, right now, they're doing everything they can to keep their trucks fueled, to

"figure out the best thing we can do to keep everybody moving, cause we still have all our

families to take of, as well.”

RELATED: Truckers say it's costing almost $1 a mile to drive as gas prices soar

Because of regulated moving company tariffs, Nicolson says the company is having to eat

those added fuel costs. "You can’t charge one penny above or below what your posted tariff is,"

he said.

Rick Todd with the South Carolina Trucking Association says the state’s truck driver and

equipment shortage, combined with sky high gas prices, is adding pressure to the system. 

“It really is an unprecedented time, and that worries me," Todd said.

GAS PRICES

And experts suggest this isn't going to end anytime soon.

South Carolina gas prices see
dismaying spike over 7-day period
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JOHNS ISLAND, S.C. (WCSC) - Some people living on Johns Island said their concerns aren’t being heard. These concerns are about ditches that have been
eroding along Brownswood Road for years.

Neighbors said they’re worried cars may end up in the ditches. They said they’re also concerned about kids who walk around the ditches to get to a nearby
park.

Neighbors said for years, the ditches have been eroding, always have wild vegetation growing and have exposed pipes peeking out.

Because these ditches are located up and down Brownswood Road, they’re controlled by the state of South Carolina.

Jeremy Clugston has lived in the Island Estates neighborhood for years. He said a representative from the South Carolina Department of Transportation
came out in February to see the state of the ditches.

Clugston said the department never said when the issue would be fixed but assured him something would be done about it.

Weeks went by, and neighbors said they haven’t received any updates.

“I’d like to see these ditches done properly, as if they’re in front of the mayor’s house or the governor’s house. We’re not expecting everything to be done all
at once, but these ditches should be maintained,” Clugston said. “They shouldn’t be filled incorrectly with pipes, so it could be safe for our kids and
neighbors, just like any neighborhood would have.”

People living in the neighborhood say in summer of 2021, a car went into one of these ditches. That’s why they said they hope officials can fix them up in
order to avoid future problems.

SCDOT acknowledged that it’s the agency in charge of these ditches, and said members of the maintenance team visited the site on Thursday and they’re
reviewing the situation.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.

Neighbors on Johns Island concerned about eroding ditches

By Kamri Sylve
Published: Mar. 10, 2022 at 4:36 PM EST | Updated: 13 hours ago
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Railroads yet to benefit from East
Coast intermodal boom: Analysis
By Chase Gunnoe | March 11, 2022

Shorter hauls, drayage issues, other issues contribute to challenges for rails to

capture tra�c from East Coast ports

Email Newsletter Get the newest photos, videos, stories and more.

Norfolk Southern eastbound high-priority intermodal train No. 234 enters West

Virginia from Ohio, enroute to the Port of Virginia at Norfolk, Va., with a long double-

stack train in tow. (Chase Gunnoe)

NEW YORK — East Coast ports are handling a record number of containers due to

ongoing supply chain issues in California and the West, but railroads aren’t seeing

this equate to more intermodal volume for a number of reasons.

First, rail doesn’t have the same international intermodal market share in the East as

it does in the West because East Coast ports are a shorter distance, within 500 miles

or so, of markets like Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, or Bu�alo, N.Y. These shorter

hauls are more attractive to trucks, as opposed to markets in Kansas City, Dallas, or

Chicago that are at least 1,500 miles from the Paci�c Coast. In these lanes,

international intermodal is more likely to use rail from the West.

For East Coast lanes conducive for rail, opportunities are periodically hindered by

labor and equipment issues and constrained warehouse space, as reported recently

in the Wall Street Journal. Also an issue is tight drayage capacity that’s requiring

international containers to be transloaded close to the port, so the containers can
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quickly be reloaded onto container ships. These circumstances make it di�cult for

railroads to capture the in�ux of containers arriving at East Coast ports. Trucks

capture most of the business and complete the �rst-last mile deliver to consuming

markets.

Norfolk Southern handled 4.104 million intermodal units in 2021, a 2.4% decrease

from 2019’s 4.207 million units. While the Class I railroad has nearly eclipsed pre-

pandemic intermodal volume, the railroad has not experienced the intermodal

growth like the East Coast ports it serves. In comparison, CSX Transportation

handled 2.976 million intermodal units in 2021, an 11.4% increase from 2019’s 2.670

million units. It is the railroad’s best year for intermodal in recent history and is

slightly more aligned with growth at ports.

Combined, the railroads’ volume trails the increases recorded at the East Coast’s top

ports, based on comparison 20-foot-equivalent units (TEUs) in 2021 to pre-pandemic

2019.

The Port of New York and New Jersey, the East Coast’s busiest port, handled 8.9

million TEUs, a 22% increase; Georgia’s Port of Savannah, 5.6 million TEUs, also a

22% increase; Port of Virginia, 3.5 million TEUs, a 19% increase; South Carolina Ports,

2.7 million TEUs, a 12% increase; and Port of Miami .1.2 million TEUs, a 11% increase.

Combined, these �ve top ports handled 3.5 million more TEUs in 2021 compared to

pre-pandemic �gures for 2019.

As drayage capacity improves, railroads should be able to haul more international

containers currently relying on trucks. They should also haul more intomrodal as rail

network velocities improve.  It will remain equally important for inland ports to make

sure they can continue to process the inbound volume e�ciently, as unexpected

delays there will cause shippers to bypass rail-served facilities entirely. Such was the

case in July 2021 when inland port congestion in the Chicago area prompted

intermodal embargoes [see “Union Paci�c suspends inbound international container

shipments …,” Trains News Wire, July 14, 2021].

Railroads may be able to capture incremental volume on truck-competitive lanes

close to or more than 500 miles from ports, as congestion recedes elsewhere in the

supply chain or as railroad network capacities improve. In the near term, these

circumstances make it di�cult to forecast how railroads will fare.

So far in 2022, West Coast intermodal rail is down more than 10% at BNSF Railway

and 4% at Union Paci�c. In the East, NS’s intermodal is down 15%, while CSX is down

more than 1% from a year ago.

For the year to date, the Association of American Railroads reports U.S. intermodal

tra�c is down more than 7% compared to 2021, signaling that U.S. railroads have

the capacity to handle more tra�c, if only the environment was more conducive for

railroads.

— Trains correspondent Bill Stephens contributed to this report.
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – Dr. Annie Andrews, who is running to represent South Carolinaʼs

First Congressional District, is calling for a suspension of the federal gas tax amid a surge in

gas prices.

She believes itʼs up to lawmakers to do “everything within their power” to lower the price of

gasoline. Right now, the federal gas tax is at 18.4 cents per gallon.
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federal gas tax
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“Gas prices are out of control and itʼs the responsibility of our leaders in Washington to pursue

any and all solutions to bring down costs for American families,” said Dr. Andrews. “By

suspending the gas tax through the end of the year, we can provide real savings for every

driver in the Lowcountry.”

She also wants Congress to address what she called corporate greed among oil and gas

companies, “who are choosing to spend their record profits on stock buybacks for

shareholders instead of increasing production,” said Andrews.

Dr. Andrews says ultimately the solution to soaring gas prices is transitioning away from fossil

fuels to cleaner, more renewable sources of energy.

“The long-term answer to high gas prices is eliminating our reliance on oil,” said Dr. Andrews.

“We need to invest in a clean energy economy that doesnʼt depend on energy from countries

like Saudi Arabia or Russia.”

Governors in six states, including Wisconsin, Minnesota, New Mexico, Colorado, are calling for

a federal gas tax holiday to help save Americans money at the gas pump.

SC gubernatorial candidate Joe Cunningham renewed his call for the stateʼs General Assembly

to temporarily suspend the stateʼs gas tax.

Cunningham initially called for the suspension in November, when gas prices were at a 7-year

high.

“Gas prices are out of control for a variety of reasons and itʼs time for South Carolina to take

action to help families save money at the tank,” said Cunningham. “By suspending the gas tax

and supplementing the lost revenue with American Rescue Plan funds or money from the

stateʼs budget surplus, we can ease the financial burden on South Carolinians without

delaying or jeopardizing a single infrastructure project.”

O�icials say the current gas tax in SC is $0.26 with gas tank capacities ranging from 10 to 30

gallons.

GAS TRACKER: See the cheapest gas prices in the Lowcountry
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The gas tax suspension would save drivers about $5 to fill up a 20-gallon tank.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCSC) - A bill to temporarily halt the state gas tax has been introduced in the South Carolina State House.

The bill, co-sponsored by Lowcountry Rep. Marvin Pendarvis (D-Charleston), would suspend the state tax until gas prices fall below $3.25 per gallon.

As of Friday morning, the lowest price for a gallon of gas reported in the Lowcountry was $3.87 in Summerville.

The gas tax in South Carolina is currently 26 cents per gallon. That tax is set to increase to 28 cents per gallon in July.

READ MORE: Who can stop rising gas prices? Don’t look at politicians: It’s on us, expert says

The national average price of gas hit a new all-time high Monday at $4.104 per gallon, GasBuddy said. The previous all-time high of $4.103 per gallon was
set back in 2008.

Revenue from the gas tax goes to the state’s Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund used to maintain and repair state roads. The state gas tax increase
enacted in 2017 is being phased in two cents per year for six years through 2022.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.
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SC lawmakers consider bill to temporarily suspend state gas
tax

A bill state lawmakers will consider would temporarily suspend the state's gas tax until gas prices fall below $3.25 per gallon.
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High gas prices now have drivers looking for ways to save. Some South Carolina lawmakers believe cutting the 

state's gas tax could be one solution.
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