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BCD-COG to partner with DOT, county for
rapid transit upgrades

by Skyler Baldwin
February 22, 2022

The Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments (COG), alongside
the state Department of Transportation and Charleston County, is taking over
highway sections on the Charleston peninsula to make way for the COG’s
upcoming Lowcountry Rapid Transit program.
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The LCRT program, a �rst of its kind infrastructure plan for South Carolina,
would create a 21.5-mile bus-rapid-transit corridor connecting Summerville to
downtown Charleston’s hospital district. The project is expected to not only
streamline tra�c �ow between the areas, but also bolster pedestrian access in
areas along the corridor. 

“Transit-oriented development along the LCRT line will enhance community
connections to food, jobs, education and healthcare,” COG executive director
Ron Mitchum said in a January press release. “Walkable, mixed-used, vibrant and
connected communities are the clear vision of this effort.”

A proposal brought by the City of Charleston’s Committee on Tra�c and
Transportation calls for the construction, reconstruction and/or improvement of
certain segments of roadways in the state highway system. In Charleston, some
of the roads affected by this phase of the LCRT program will include Hagood
Avenue, Spring Street, Lockwood Drive, Bee Street, Courtenay Drive, Calhoun
Street, Meeting Street and the King Street Extension. How the program will
affect the roads and their tra�c during and after the LCRT construction is not
yet clear. 

“We have completed the 30% design, the environmental documents and the
project development,” principal designer Sharon Hollis said at the committee
meeting on Tuesday night. “As we move into the engineering phase, SCDOT will
be taking over the management of the design and construction of the project in
partnership with the COG and County and municipal partners.”

Hollis said this would be the only agreement required for the project, but as the
design process continues, project leaders expect to work hand-in-hand with the
City of Charleston. “So this would not be the end of the collaboration,” she said.

The Tra�c and Transportation Committee on Tuesday accepted the proposal,
and it was approved again by the full City Council later that evening. 

The COG recently received $800,000 in funding for the LCRT project from the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration for the

https://charlestoncitypaper.com/charleston-area-cog-gets-860k-grant-for-rapid-transit/
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second phase of development planning, following an initial design grant in 2018. 

We will continue to cover the LCRT project as it evolves. 

https://newspack.pub/
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 Live News Live 5 Investigates Weather Traffic

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - A project to improve 2.1 miles of Glenn McConnell Parkway in West Ashley is set to begin next month.

Construction on the Glenn McConnell Widening Project will begin in March and all work requiring lane closures will be completed at night, Charleston
County spokesperson Kelsey Barlow said. Notice will be provided in such cases, she said.

The project is set to improve Glenn McConnell Parkway from near the intersection with Magwood Drive to the intersection with Bees Ferry Road.

Improvements will include widening the parkway from four to six lanes starting west of Magwood Drive to the intersection with Bees Ferry Road.
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The project will also add:

Stoplight upgrades to three existing intersections and the addition of one new stoplight at Essex Farms Drive.
Multi-modal improvements include the construction of seven bus stops with shelters and bus pull-outs.
Installation of a 10-foot-wide multi-use path (bicycles and pedestrians) adjacent to the eastbound lanes of Glenn McConnell Parkway that will
provide connectivity with existing sidewalks at Bees Ferry Road and Magwood Drive.
Roadway drainage modifications and improvements.
Improved landscaping and irrigation systems throughout the corridor.

The design for the project was developed through two public meetings and approved by both the South Carolina Department of Transportation and
the city of Charleston, Barlow said.

The funding will come from the 2016 Charleston County Transportation Sales Tax and managed by Charleston County Public Works.

The public can follow the progress of construction at the county’s website.

Construction photographs and traffic-related updates will be added as work progresses.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – Next month, Charleston County will begin construction on the

Glenn McConnell Parkway Widening Project in West Ashley.

Road work to improve 2.1 miles of Glenn McConnell Parkway will start in March and will

require lane closures for work to be completed at night, Charleston County o�icials said.

Motorists will be notified in advance of nightly lane closures.

Improvements to the roadway will happen between Magwood Drive to the Bees Ferry Road

Intersection.

CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Glenn McConnell Parkway Widening Project
beginning in March

68°
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The county lists the following improvements:

The widening of Glenn McConnell Parkway from four lanes to six lanes starting west of

Magwood Drive to the intersection with Bees Ferry Road.  

Stoplight upgrades to three existing intersections and the addition of on new stoplight at

Essex Farms Drive.

Multi-modal improvements including the construction of seven bus stops with shelters and

bus pull outs.

Installation of a 10-foot-wide multi-use path (bicycles and pedestrians) adjacent to the east

bound lanes of Glenn McConnell Parkway that will provide connectivity with existing

sidewalks at Bees Ferry Road and Magwood Drive.  

Roadway drainage modifications and improvements.

Improved landscaping and irrigation systems throughout the corridor.

According to o�icials, the projectʼs design was developed through two public meetings and

approved by both the South Carolina Department of Transportation and the City of

Charleston.

The projectʼs funding comes from the 2016 Charleston County Transportation Sales Tax and is

managed by the Charleston County Public Works.

The projectʼs progress can be followed here.

Charleston city leaders approve next phase of “Magnolia Project”
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Demolition Will Remove Toll Booths from Parkway
on Hilton Head Island, S.C.
TUE FEBRUARY 22, 2022 - SOUTHEAST EDITION 

THE ISLAND PACKET

Cars approach the toll facility on Hilton Head Island’s Cross Island Parkway. The tolls were
dropped in 2021, and the booths are expected to be removed in 2022. (The Island Packet photo)
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The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has

released a timeline for the demolition of the Cross Island Parkway

and bridge toll booths on Hilton Head Island, one of the most

beautiful vacation destinations in the southeast.

Pete Poore, an agency spokesperson, confirmed to the Island Packet earlier in February that

the work is expected to begin in March and be completed in May.

APAC Atlantic Inc., the Savannah, Ga.-based asphalt contractor, will have 60 days after the

start of the project to remove the toll facilities and restripe the area's travel lanes, Poore

wrote in a statement to the Island Packet, Hilton Head's news source.

The contractor and SCDOT plan to limit their work to evening hours, according to the town

of Hilton Head Island. There will be no lane closures during the day or on federal or state

holidays. In addition, all lanes will be open between April 8 to 20 to prevent disruptions

during this year's RBC Heritage golf tournament at the Sea Pines resort, near the island's

southwest tip.

The Island Packet found state record showing that in January, SCDOT awarded a $12.7

million contract to APAC Atlantic to complete the demolition.

The project also will include "pavement removal, pavement reconstruction and resurfacing,

and signage and striping along the parkway and ramps" from U.S. Highway 278 Business to

the Charles E. Fraser Bridge, the town recently announced.

This added work is expected to be completed by the end of the year.

The planned demolition comes in the wake of the Cross Island Parkway officially dropping

its $1.25 fare on Hilton Head last summer, just a few days before the island's busy Fourth of

July holiday.

The 7.5-mi. parkway is a common route for people who live or work on the island's south

end. Tolls were first collected on the parkway in 1998 to repay bonds that were issued to

build the road, among other things.

Due to the coronavirus, tolls were dropped from mid-March to mid-June in 2020. That led

some Hilton Head Island leaders, including former Town Manager Steve Riley, to discuss
Join our newsletter today for free Enter your email Subscribe Now
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trying to permanently drop the user fees following that closure.

But Riley later told the Island Packet, "It quickly became apparent that we would have to

find the money [to pay off the bridge], and that wasn't in the cards for us."

When previously asked by the news outlet how SCDOT could stay on schedule and drop

the Cross Island Parkway's tolls in 2021, even after the three-month closure in 2020, an

agency official said the project's bond maturity date was set and, by state law, that was

when toll collections had to end, regardless of COVID-19 and hurricane evacuation toll

suspensions.
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2/21/22
Last week was the 6th week of the 2022 legislative session.  There
are 12 legislative weeks remaining before the General Assembly is
scheduled to adjourn on May 12, 2022.  Here are the highlights
from last week’s action in the Senate:

American Rescue Plan Act funds – The Senate passed S.952,
a resolution that would appropriate more than $1.75 billion in
federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds Congress sent to
South Carolina last year.  The money would be spent as follows:

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
By admin on February 22, 2022 · No Comment
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SC Department of Transportation – $453,499,758 to
accelerate SCDOT’s statewide infrastructure program.  You
can see the plan here.
Rural Infrastructure Authority – $900,000,000 for water,
sewer, and stormwater projects statewide.
Office of Regulatory Staff – $400,000,000 to expand
broadband access statewide.

The House passed its own plan to spend the ARPA funds, so the
House and Senate will have to work together to agree on the same
plan.

SRS Plutonium Settlement funds –  Last year, South
Carolina settled a lawsuit with the federal government over the
perpetual storage of plutonium at the Savannah River Site.  After
paying attorneys’ fees, South Carolina has $525 million.  Last
week the Senate passed S. 956, a plan to spend that money.  The
plan would divide the money as follows:  

65% to Aiken, Barnwell, and Allendale counties, where the
Savannah River Site and stored plutonium are located.
10% to Edgefield, Saluda, Lexington, Bamberg, Orangeburg,
Hampton, and Colleton counties based on the percentage of
SRS workforce that comes from these counties.  Outside of the
three host counties, these counties supply the workforce at
SRS.
25% statewide to County Transportation Committees for
infrastructure projects.

Here is how that money would be divided in our area:

Aiken County – $206,750,000

City of Aiken – SRS Corridor/Whiskey Road (Powderhouse
Connector Road) congestion relief – $29,500,000
North Augusta/Aiken County – New Savannah Bluff Lock and
Dam Redevelopment – $20,000,000
USC Aiken – National Guard Dreamport facility (coordination
with US Cyber Command) – $9,800,000
Aiken County – Improvements to Sage Mill Industrial Park to
include water and sewer upgrades – $5,000,000
Aiken County – Industrial Park Project in eastern Aiken
County (land and infrastructure) – $10,000,000

https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-j/
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Aiken County – Off-site infrastructure Improvements for
SRS/National Lab, including the Aiken
Technology/Innovation Corridor – $20,000,000
Aiken County – Upgrades to Horse Creek Wastewater
Treatment Plant – $10,000,000
Aiken County – Water line along Highway 39 from Wagener
to Monetta with two elevated storage tanks and three pump
stations – $4,000,000
Aiken County – Water line from Beech Island to Jackson with
elevated storage tanks and pump Stations – $6,000,000
Aiken County – Public Safety Infrastructure/County Fire
Suppression – $4,000,000
North Augusta – Cyber Initiative infrastructure investment to
complement Fort Gordon Army Cyber Command and Georgia
Cyber Command – $15,000,000
North Augusta – Regional Solid Waste Transfer Station –
$2,000,000
City of Aiken/Aiken County – Redevelopment and economic
development in downtown and Aiken’s Northside toward I-20
– $25,000,000
Aiken County – Highway 19 Corridor Business/Economic
Development Improvements (New Ellenton) and Downtown
Water/Sewer Infrastructure (Wagener, Jackson,
Burnettetown and Salley) – $5,000,000
Aiken Technical College – Nursing School Facility –
$9,950,000
Aiken Technical College – Welding Lab – $1,500,000
Aiken County Public School District – New Career and
Technology Center and district-wide technology upgrades –
$30,000,000

Edgefield County – $21,600,000

Piedmont Technical College – Center for Advanced
Manufacturing – $15,000,000
Edgefield County Law Enforcement Center – $4,000,000
Edgefield County School District – Workforce Development
Training and Equipment – $1,600,000
Fox Creek High School Athletic Complex – $1,000,000

Lexington County – $11,900,000



2/23/22, 9:18 AM LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – The Edgefield Advertiser

https://www.edgefieldadvertiser.com/2022/02/legislative-update-3/ 4/6

Batesburg-Leesville Industrial Park – Site Preparation for
Parcel #1 – $1,250,000
Saxe Gotha Industrial Park – Site Preparation for Parcel #9 –
$2,500,000
Chapin Business and Technology Park at Brighton – Site
Preparation for Parcel #10 – $1,250,000
Saxe Gotha Industrial Park – Phase III Roadway and Water
Expansion – $4,800,000
Batesburg-Leesville Industrial Park – Construction of
Speculative Building on Parcel #1 – $2,100,000 

Saluda County –  $1,931,034

Piedmont Technical College – Workforce Development and
Career Training – $1,931,034

The House of Representatives will now consider the Senate’s plan.

Free Time for Teachers – The Senate passed S. 946, a bill that
would guarantee each teacher at least 30 minutes of
unencumbered time each school day.  The bill will now go to the
House of Representatives.

Hands Free – The Senate debated S. 248, a bill that would
prevent drivers from holding a cell phone while driving.  The bill is
patterned after a law passed in Georgia a few years ago.  I expect
the Senate will continue discussing the bill this week.

Vaccine Mandates – I usually do not mention subcommittee
and committee activity because legislation typically changes a
good bit before being debated by the full Senate, but I have had a
lot of emails and phone calls about employers requiring COVID-19
vaccines, vaccine passports, and medical facilities denying
treatment to patients who have not received the vaccine.

Last April the Senate passed S. 177, a resolution that would
prohibit vaccine mandates in most situations.  The House did not
take up that resolution but passed H. 3126 in December.  Last
week, a Senate Finance subcommittee took up H.3126 and
adopted amendments to prevent governmental employers from
requiring vaccines, impose financial penalties on private
employers that have vaccine mandates, allow employees affected
by vaccine mandates to receive unemployment benefits, and

https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-i/
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prohibit restaurants, businesses, and hospitals from denying
services to unvaccinated citizens.  The full Finance Committee will
consider the amended resolution this week.

Constituent Interests
SCDOT ROAD PROJECTS – SCDOT has an interactive map to
allow citizens to see the road and bridge projects going on around
the state. You can see that map here.

How is the gas tax being used? – SCDOT’s website allows you
to view a detailed revenue statement and project list that is funded
by the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund (IMTF). SCDOT
updates this site monthly as the revenue comes in. You can see
that report here.

WANT TO SEE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN
ACTION? – The Senate meets in statewide session on Tuesdays
at 2:00, Wednesdays at 12:00, and Thursdays at 11:00.
Committees and subcommittees meet Tuesday mornings,
Wednesday mornings, and Thursday mornings. You can watch
live coverage of the Senate, House of Representatives, and
committees here.

OUR SENATE DISTRICT – Senate District 25 consists of all of
Edgefield County and parts of Aiken, Lexington, McCormick, and
Saluda Counties. If you’d like to see the district map, go here.

Beginning with the 2024 election, Senate District 25 will include
all of Edgefield and McCormick Counties and parts of Aiken,
Lexington, and Saluda Counties.  You can see the new district,
effective in 2024, here.

VOTING RECORD – If   you’d like to see how I’ve voted on
issues, go here. You can always check to see how I vote by going
to my website, www.senatormassey.com, and clicking on the
“Voting Record” tab.

SPEAKING WITH GROUPS – Several groups, clubs, and
classes around our Senate district have invited me to attend their
meetings and provide legislative updates. If you would like for me
to come speak with your group, please let me know. 

https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-u/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-o/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-x/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-m/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-c/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-q/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-tylydkn-idkltdkljk-a/


2/23/22, 9:18 AM LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – The Edgefield Advertiser

https://www.edgefieldadvertiser.com/2022/02/legislative-update-3/ 6/6

EMAIL UPDATES  – If you know of people in or around District
25 who do not receive my updates but would like to get them,
please email their names and email addresses to me. You can also
forward this  email to them and encourage them to sign up for the
updates at www.senatormassey.com.

Sincerely,

Shane Massey

Contact InformationAddress: 
P.O. Box 551 
Edgefield, SC  29824Email: 
shanemassey@scsenate.govCellphone: 
(803) 480-0419

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE added by admin on February 22, 2022 
View all posts by admin →
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TRAFFIC

Early morning crash causes injuries, blocks
highway heading toward Columbia

BY NOAH FEIT

UPDATED FEBRUARY 23, 2022 7:44 AM

   

More than 141,000 traffic collisions were recorded in South Carolina in 2017. Here's why there were so
many. BY ASHLEN RENNER 
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Drivers making the Wednesday morning commute toward Columbia on a major
highway were stuck in a traffic jam following a crash.

Two eastbound lanes lanes on Interstate 26 were temporarily blocked following
the collision that happened at about 7:15 a.m., according to the South Carolina
Department of Transportation.

The wreck was near Exit 111A in Lexington County, which is the connection with
U.S. 1 and S.C. 12, and can lead drivers toward Lexington and West Columbia.

Injuries were reported by the South Carolina Department of Public Safety.
Information on the number of people hurt and the amount of vehicles involved
was not available.

There was no word on the cause of the collision.
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Vehicles were backed up for about a mile on I-26, traffic cameras showed.

At about 7:45 a.m., SCDOT reported the lanes were reopened, but there was no
word when the scene on I-26 would be cleared.

This is a developing story, check back for updates.

BEHIND OUR REPORTING

This is a breaking news story

In a breaking news situation, facts can be unclear and the situation may still be developing. The State is trying to
get important information to the public as quickly and accurately as possible. This story will be updated as more
information becomes available, and some information in this story may change as the facts become clearer.
Refresh this page later for more updated information.

This story was originally published February 23, 2022 7:35 AM.

NOAH FEIT 803-771-8435

Noah Feit is a Real Time reporter with The State focused on breaking news, public safety and trending news.
The award-winning journalist has worked for multiple newspapers since starting his career in 1999.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCSC) - Officials with the Charleston County Sheriff’s Office say Highway 17 in Ravenel has been reopened following a
vehicle crash involving injuries.

According to deputies, southbound lanes of Highway 17 near Highway 165 were closed because of a single-vehicle rollover crash.

Those lanes have since been reopened.
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Highway 17 in Ravenel reopened following crash involving
injuries
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