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Will SC fund I-73 this year? Gov. McMaster says
‘yes.’

BY J. DALE SHOEMAKER
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THE GRAND STRAND

Following a speech at a Grand Strand conference, South Carolina Governor Henry
McMaster said Friday he is “confident” the state legislature will fund Interstate 73
this year.

“We have great leadership in the Pee Dee on this and I think we’re going to get it
done,” McMaster said. “I think we’re going to get it done this year.”

McMaster visited the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort to speak at the South Carolina
Technical Education Association’s annual conference and promote his request for
$124 million for technical college scholarships.

As part of that same spending proposal, McMaster has asked the legislature to put
$300 million toward I-73 construction.

I-73 is planned as a 43-mile link between S.C. 22, near Conway, and Interstate 95,
near Latta and Dillon.

Governor Henry McMaster spoke to supporters and press about the state of the economy and the importance of I-73 at the Myrtle Beach
Chamber of Commerce’s Advocacy Council meeting in Myrtle Beach on Monday. BY JASON LEE
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The South Carolina Department of Transportation estimates the total project will
cost around $1.6 billion. Additional funding would be needed to connect I-73 from
it’s end at I-95 to North Carolina’s I-73.

SCDOT has estimated that the first 6-mile leg of I-73, which would connect I-95 to U.S.
501, will cost between $260 and $300 million. McMaster’s current request would pay
to build that portion.

Other legs of I-73 are proposed to be built with future state allocations, federal
funding and some money from local governments.

Since McMaster asked for I-73 funding in October, it’s been unclear if the state
legislature would honor his wishes. Lawmakers this week approved $453 million for
state transportation projects.

McMaster said the money could come from elsewhere.

“It doesn’t matter to me where it comes from as long as we get it to build I-73,”
McMaster said.

Horry County leaders are currently in a holding pattern over I-73 funding as they
wait to see if state lawmakers will indeed vote to fund I-73 this year.

Council members have said that if lawmakers do, they’ll allocate local funds. The
county has identified $2.75 million it could dedicate to I-73 annually from its
hospitality fee collection, but has yet to formally vote to spend that money.

Both Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach have voted to dedicate funding —
together $5.9 million annually — but with a caveat that they’ll only spend the money
if the state and federal government also allocate money to I-73.

McMaster noted Friday that I-73 has won necessary environmental permits from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, had those permits upheld in court, and has a
construction plan via SCDOT.

He said South Carolina not shutting down during the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
the American Rescue Plan funding, created conditions for the state to fund projects
such as I-73 this year.
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He said he was “confident” the legislature would approve his ask this session.

“With all of that added in, we’ve got a great opportunity and I think we’re going to
get these roads done,” he said.

“I think this is the year we’re going to get (I-73) done ....,” he added. “There’s a ways
to go yet ... but I’m confident we can make great progress.”
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Overhaul of downtown Greenville’s I-385 gateway in the works
�� ����� ������ ����������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Greenville residents review maps of a district that connects I-��� to downtown, which a team of planners are evaluating.

Conor Hughes/sta

�� ����� ������ ����������������������.���

A team of planners is working on a strategy to transform the district on either side
of East North Street that connects Interstate ��� to downtown Greenville.

The area serves as a major entryway into the heart of the city and includes
Greenville landmarks like the Bon Secours Wellness Arena, the Greenville County
Law Enforcement Center and the Pettigru Historic District. 
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Juan Mullerat, founder of Miami-based urban planning �rm Plusurbia, said while
the district is one of the city’s most tra�cked arteries, it doesn’t draw visitors and
lacks a cohesive identity. He and his team hope to o�er recommendations to change
that.

“Right now, this entrance could be in Charlotte, it could be in Raleigh, it doesn’t
matter,” he said. “It’s not Greenville right now. So that’s what we identi�ed and think
we can help improve.”

Robert and Jennifer Donovan, who own the marketing �rm DOM��� which is
based in the gateway district, enlisted Plusurbia to conduct the analysis. Robert
Donovan said they and other private donors contributed more than $���,��� to
hire the planning �rm.

Mayor Knox White said improving
the corridor has been on the city’s
radar for years. The privately lead
e�ort will create a path forward for
making major improvements to the
district as a whole, he said, as well as
key area’s such as the arena.

“It’s never had any kind of focused
attention and it’s a gateway into
Greenville,” he said. “So it certainly appealed to us. To do anything to provide a plan
for a better gateway into downtown is something that we’ve long wanted to see.”

The study is in its early stages and the scope remains broad, Mullerrat said, but its
aimed at revitalizing the district to make it a more seamless extension of downtown
Greenville and a destination in its own right. Mullerat said his team will likely look

���������� ��������

Bodega headlines City View project, connects to Greenville’s mill town past
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A group of planners are studying the area, shown in red,

around one of Greenville’s busiest arteries to identify ways in

which it can be improved. Provided/Greenville County GIS
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at ways to enhance the assets that are already there, beautify the area, and increase
walkability and connectivity.

Plusurbia is coordinating with the city, the county, the state Department of
Transportation and local residents to determine what improvements are possible
along the corridor and in the surrounding area.

On Feb. ��, the planning team hosted a public meeting to solicit input to better
inform their vision for the district. Participants gathered around tables at the
Coldwell Banker Caine o�ce on Williams Street and used markers to draw
suggestions on maps of the area in question.

Mullerat said during the meeting that the information gathered would be vital to
the process going forward.

“Zoning, planning, mobility, connectivity, health, height of buildings, land use, all of
those are important,” he said. “I don’t want to tell you what’s important to me,
because I don’t live here. What I want to know is what’s important to you.”

A similar session is scheduled for Feb. ��, and the team will continue gathering
input for the next several days. In the coming months, he said his team will compile
the information they gathered to form a draft proposal.
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Pelham Exchange retail development aims for destination feel, regional

tenants
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Woodside Mill redevelopment in Fountain Inn would add homes, retail

downtown
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Conor Hughes is a reporter for the Post and Courier Greenville

“There will be a lot of back and forth between the city, the county and us to make
sure what we are presenting is implementable,” he said. “After that, we hope to
present a formal draft to the city so they can take actionable steps.”
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Greenville golf course could become � subdivisions named for closed golf courses

Follow Conor Hughes on Twitter at @ConorJHughes.
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“All throughout the 4th Street corridor from Highway 9 all the way over to Valley Falls Road,

there’s been several accidents throughout there, a lot of injuries,” Rep. Steven Long, District 37,

said. “So this projects really important for safety and then also for traffic flow throughout that

area. There’s a lot of increased housing development out that way so it’s going to be really

important for improving traffic flow.”

According to the county, there have been 58 accidents on 4th Street since 2015, including four

fatalities.

The project will be completed in several phases. The county said the first phase includes

getting rid of a curve along the road and creating a straighter portion of the road that will

connect to Valley Falls Road at Hanging Rock Road, where they will put in a traffic light.

"Fourth Street, it's going to be redesigned," Jack Mabry, Spartanburg County District 2, said.

“Instead of taking the heavy curve that we’ve had several accidents, a lot of them with injury,

it’s going to redesign it and come across the property running right into Hanging Rock Road."

Mabry said there will be a cul-de-sac where 4th Street currently meets Valley Falls Road. The

county will also fix the turn into the Recycling Collection Center, according to Mabry.

In phase 2, the county plans to make changes to 4th Street near Highway 9.

The project is being funded by state gas tax money, according to the county.
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - One of South Carolina lawmakers’ top tasks this legislative session has been deciding what to do with an unprecedented
amount of money in their control.

For months, lawmakers have been hearing pitches and proposals on how to spend the state’s $2.5 billion allocation from the American Rescue Plan
Act, the $2 trillion pandemic stimulus package President Joe Biden signed into law last spring.

Both the Senate and House of Representatives have recently passed bills to allocate this money, and each piece of legislation has headed to the
opposite chamber for its consideration. Legislators will next need to come to a compromise on one final spending package to send to Gov. Henry
McMaster for his signature.

“Investing this money wisely can trigger a transformation for communities across South Carolina for generations to come,” Sen. Harvey Peeler, R –
Cherokee and Senate Finance Committee chair, said.

How SC lawmakers plan to spend $2.5B from American
Rescue Plan

By Mary Green
Published: Feb. 21, 2022 at 8:57 PM EST | Updated: 12 hours ago
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In their respective bills, the House and Senate agree, down to the dollar, to allocate about $453 million to the South Carolina Department of
Transportation. That money would reimburse gas tax revenue lost during the pandemic and allow the department to accelerate major projects
currently outlined in its Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan, like widening Interstate 26 between Columbia and Charleston.

The chambers are also on the same page to put $400 million toward broadband expansion in rural areas through the Office of Regulatory Staff.

In the highest-priced category, going toward the state’s Rural Infrastructure Authority, the Senate wants to spend $900 million on water and sewer
infrastructure improvements, including stormwater infrastructure fixes, which would not be included in the $800 million the House has passed in this
category.

However, the House would couple those stormwater improvements with flood-prevention money for the state to purchase land on the floodplain,
which the Senate plan does not include, in a $100 million allocation.

ADVERTISEMENT

The House bill also calls for spending $8 million on professional grant management services for this and other federal pandemic relief packages, which
is also not a part of the Senate bill.

“It is a plan, from our perspective as [the House] Ways and Means [Committee], that will make changes in a systemic way in this state,” Rep. Gilda
Cobb-Hunter, D – Orangeburg, said of the House’s bill.

Both bills total to around $1.75 billion, leaving another $700 million from the state’s allocation unassigned.

However, lawmakers have until the end of 2024 to decide how to spend the entire sum and until the end of 2026 to actually spend it all.

ADVERTISEMENT

Throughout the fall, Gov. McMaster announced his own proposals for the one-time funding, including $500 million for rural water and sewer
infrastructure, $400 for broadband expansion, and more than $600 million for major SCDOT projects.

· Jan 10, 2022Mary Green @MaryGreenNews
Gov. Henry McMaster announcing his recommendation for American 
Rescue Plan $ ($2.4B) and 2022-23 Executive Budget — he says SC 
has largest budget surplus (nearly $3B) + rainy day account balance 
and lowest debt “in our lifetimes”: “We cannot allow complacency to 
gain a foothold.”

Mary Green
@MaryGreenNews
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Recs include: 
- 1% personal income tax rate reduction over 5 yrs
- $2K teacher min. salary raise
- $1.26B to SCDOT for road/bridge improvements
- $52M for law enforcement/public safety
recruitment/retention + equipment
- $46M for state employee merit-based raises

3:24 PM · Jan 10, 2022
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Which States Have the Best and Worst Bridge
Ratings?

Don McLoud

Feb 7, 2022

The 62-year-old northbound Frankland Howard Bridge in Tampa, Florida, is being replaced with a wider,

upgraded 4-mile span. The old bridge will be demolished a�er the new one is completed. Source: Florida

Department of Transportation

The U.S. continued a trend of reducing the number of bridges rated poor between 2020

and 2021. However, the number of good rated bridges also dropped.

For the past several years, bridges rated fair have made up the largest segment of the

nation’s bridge inventory, and it’s a growing category, indicating that states continue to

lose ground on maintenance.
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Overall percentages of U.S. bridge ratings for 2021.

Source: Equipment World

Welcome to the Better Roads Bridge Inventory, an annual survey conducted since 1979 to

examine the condition of our nation’s bridges. This year, departments of transportation

in 38 states responded between October 16 and December 17 to the annual Equipment

World survey. The survey was sent to the bridge engineering divisions of all 50 states and

the District of Columbia.

States were asked to report the number of bridges rated good, fair and poor in their

states. We also asked them to report the total amount of bridge deck area in their states

and what percentage is rated poor, among other questions.

For states that did not respond, we used the Federal Highway Administration’s 2021

Bridge Inventory data.

What follows are some snapshots from the survey, ranking the states in various

categories. At the end of the article, we provide a detailed look at overall conditions of

the bridges in each state, so you can see how your state stacks up.

Bridge condition ratings

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/inspection/
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Before we delve into the state bridge rankings, let’s take a look at what the ratings mean.

The Federal Highway Administration asks states to rate bridges that are 20 feet or longer

as “Good,” “Fair” or “Poor.”

GOOD – Bridges in this category range from excellent to some minor problems.

FAIR – Ranging from bridges with structural elements showing some minor

deterioration, to bridges in which all primary structural elements are sound but may have

minor section loss, cracking, spalling or scour; and may include minor erosion on bridge

piers.

POOR – There are five categories of poor bridges:

Poor – Advanced corrosion, deterioration, cracking or chipping. Also significant

erosion of concrete bridge condition piers.

Serious – Loss of section, deterioration, spalling or scour have seriously affected

primary structural components. Local failures are possible. Fatigue cracks in steel or

shear cracks in concrete may be present.

Critical – Advanced deterioration of primary structural elements. Fatigue cracks in

steel or shear cracks in concrete may be present or scour may have removed

substructure support. Unless closely monitored, it may be necessary to close the

bridge until corrective action is taken.

Imminent Failure – Major deterioration or section loss present in critical structural

components, or obvious loss present in critical structural components, or obvious

vertical or horizontal movement affecting structural stability. Bridge is closed to

traffic, but corrective action may be sufficient to put the bridge back in light

service. 

Failed condition – Bridge is out of service and beyond corrective action.

A breakdown of national bridge ratings, comparing the 2020 Be�er Roads Bridge Inventory to the

2021 inventory.

Source: Equipment World
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Ranking the states
Note: An * beside a state indicates that 2021 FHWA National Bridge Inventory data were

used.

States with the lowest percentage of poor rated bridges
�. Arizona – The state continues to hold the top spot with the lowest percentage of

bridges rated poor at 0.84%. That’s a decline from 1% in 2020.

�. Nevada – Rose slightly to 1.41% from 1.3% in 2020, but still holds second place.

�. Texas – Reduced poor bridges to 1.42% from 1.5% in 2020, remaining in third place.

�. Delaware – Rose from fifth to fourth place, with 1.52% of bridges rated poor. That’s

down from 1.9% in 2020.

�. Utah – Dropped from fourth to fifth place with 1.8% poor, which is the same as

2020.

States with highest percentage of bridges rated poor
�. West Virginia – One-fifth of the bridges in the state (20.22%) are rated poor. That’s

a slight drop from 2020’s 21%, but not enough to raise it from being the state with

the highest percentage of poor rated bridges in the country.

�. Iowa – Maintains its position at second-highest with a slight drop from 19.1% to

18.87%.

�. South Dakota – Dropped in the rankings from fourth-highest in 2020 with 17.7% of

bridges rated poor to third-highest. The state reported 17.43% of its bridges rated

poor in 2021.

�. Rhode Island – The state continues its rise from last place, where it ranked in 2019

and for many years prior. In 2020, it moved up to third-highest, and this year it has

risen to fourth-highest, at 17.33%. That’s a drop from 18.4% in 2020.

�. Pennsylvania – The state continues to reduce its number of poor rated bridges, but

not enough to raise its rank in this category. It reported 13.83% of its bridges rated

poor, which is a drop from 14.6% in 2020.

States with the highest percentage of bridges rated good
�. Georgia – The state moves into the top spot at 75% of its bridges rated good, rising

from fourth place in 2020 when 62.3% of its bridges were rated good.

�. Florida – Drops from first place to second, with 65.29% of its bridges rated good, a

slight drop from 2020.

�. Arizona – Drops from second to third place, with 64.46% of its bridges rated good,

which is up from 63.9%.

�. Ohio – Rises from fifth place to fourth, with 60.85% of its bridge rated good, up

slightly from 60.4%.

�. Mississippi – Drops from third to fifth place, with 59.26% of its bridges in good

condition, down from 62.77%. 

States with lowest percentage of bridges rated good
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�. Rhode Island – 21.69%

�. Hawaii* – 22.81%

�. West Virginia – 23.27%

�. Massachusetts* – 25.19%

�. Idaho – 25.84% 

States with highest percentage of bridges rated fair
�. Hawaii* – 69.71%

�. Idaho – 69.03%

�. District of Columbia* – 67.07%

�. Montana – 66.71%

�. Connecticut – 66.28% 

States with lowest percentage of bridges rated fair
�. Georgia – 23.03%

�. Florida – 31.51%

�. Mississippi – 33.56%

�. Ohio – 34.62%

�. Arizona – 34.7%

States with lowest percentage of bridge deck rated poor
�. Utah – 0.86%

�. Georgia – 1.02%

�. Arizona – 1.03%

�. Texas – 1.13%

�. Delaware – 1.26%

States with highest percentage of bridge deck rated poor
�. District of Columbia* – 34.21%

�. Rhode Island – 19.47%

�. West Virginia – 14.51%

�. Illinois – 12.21%

�. Massachusetts* – 11.27%

See how your state compares
Below are a series of charts to give a broader look at the nation’s bridge inventory as

derived from the Better Roads Bridge Inventory and 2021 FHWA National Bridge

Inventory data:

Ranking all states by percentage of good, poor and fair bridges 
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Gas prices are rising in Myrtle Beach. It’s weird,
but that’s good for tourism. Here’s why
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MYRTLE BEACH, S.C.

Two years ago, the world shut down and ended up with so much excess oil that it
didn’t know where to put it all.

Gas prices tanked to below $2 a gallon in many places across the country.

Now, we find ourselves with exactly the opposite problem.

Demand for fuel is quickly outpacing supply and petroleum producers have been
slow to increase their output. And that oil glut everyone talked about in spring 2020?
It’s gone.

For Myrtle Beach, that’s played out in a rapid rise in fuel prices in recent weeks. The
average price per gallon rose nearly 30 cents in the last three weeks, putting the area
at close to a dollar more compared to a year ago, according to GasBuddy, which
tracks fuel prices daily around the nation. As of Monday, the average price per gallon
in the Myrtle Beach area was $3.32. That’s slightly higher than rest of the state: $3.29.
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It might not make a lot of sense at first, especially since the vast majority of Myrtle
Beach visitors drive there. But high gas prices could be a good thing for tourism in
the area, experts say.

What?

Yeah, it’s weird.

Coastal Carolina University hospitality professor Taylor Damonte said that over the
years, he’s noticed a positive correlation between fuel prices and how busy the
region gets during the peak travel season.

“The more fuel prices go up, the more occupancy goes up, and the more occupancy
goes up, fuel prices go up,” said Damonte, who is the director of CCU’s Clay Brittain
Jr. Center for Resort Tourism. “I’m not saying that it causes demand for travel to
increase. I’m just saying there has been a relationship historically between
occupancy and fuel prices.”

What’s unclear is whether the two are actually connected. Nevertheless, Damonte
said fuel prices have long been a sign of a busy tourism season.

If the two are connected, there are several factors that could explain it, Damonte
said.

To start, the price of oil affects almost every part of the economy.

When oil costs more, the price at the pump goes up, which means transportation in
general is more expensive. That affects the cost of shipping, which can increase the
price of food, clothes, everything. As a result, when gas prices go up, many other
purchases get more expensive, Damonte said. It creates a multiplier effect that eats
at consumer wallets.
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“Fuel is like a tax on everything. It increases the cost of living. It increase the cost of
doing business. It increases the cost of everything,” Damonte said.

The immediate thought might be that consumers just wouldn’t take vacations if
everything is more expensive. However, Damonte said that’s rarely the case. People
still want to get out of the house, particularly after being cooped up during the
pandemic. Instead, rather than not taking a vacation at all, Damonte said travelers
just book less pricey trips.

Looking for a cheaper vacation? That’s Myrtle Beach’s No. 1 calling card.

“There could be one direct impact, on the other hand, the Myrtle Beach area is not
just any vacation destination,” Damonte said. “

Myrtle Beach is a one-day drive from some of the most densely populated parts of
the country and provides a wide range of leisure services that for decades have been
much less expensive than other vacation destinations.

“(Consumers) could conceivably be looking for ways to cut costs while still
purchasing” a vacation, Damonte said, “and there’s tremendous pent up demand for
it from the last two years of demand restrictions due to the pandemic.”

“It may be that that that is part of the reason that Myrtle Beach has has come out of
the pandemic slump sooner than other vacation travel destinations,” he added. 

The last two years, however, have seen wide fluctuations in the cost of hotel rooms
and other hospitality offerings, such as dining out at a restaurant.

Food is a lot more expensive and restaurants are passing that cost onto consumers.
The average cost per night for a hotel room last summer reached $260, one of the
highest prices the region has ever seen.

It begs the question of whether Myrtle Beach will maintain that status as an
“affordable” vacation destination.

“Do we run the danger of as our prices go up, pricing us out of the market? There’s
always that danger,” Damonte said. Hotel and restaurant “operators will always, on
a daily basis, push that limit to see where the pricing power (is). But how much
pricing power do they have?”

Fuel prices, despite their recent spikes, have still not reached the stratospheric highs
of close to $4 per gallon average for the nation. And even in those days, the late
2000s and early 2010s, gas prices still didn’t deter tourists from visiting Myrtle
Beach, Damonte said. Instead, the region’s popularity only grew.

“It’s counterintuitive,” he said. “But gas has been a higher price than it is now here
and nationwide. And still, even during those times, we did not see a negative
correlation between pricing, fuel pricing and demand.”

Ready to sign up?

Resubscribe for just $3 for 3
months

CLAIM OFFER

X

https://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/business/tourism/article258453783.html
https://account.myrtlebeachonline.com/subscribe/create?param=f3JBD0U=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRIpbEo7HXA0ayUgBQhCG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFCkdFb29STx0HLisVS1BIbw4pe0tLAAxDdD1DeHpJGw8%3D&cid=top-bar_ret_bounce-sub-shaping-former-.99-3mos-15.99_202201
javascript:void(0)
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstYFiK-8aUeQq3LC9gfqjau0uD_4w_d1cICeqNEBQd2eCUjMej9o8WLI7t0sZ2GHjmlYqm8ax-KCHD6-nx8sZiiBDKqMKTsBgeh3mldQRdrUvV2OugeZjgmVwKMTYRWDCbaOOE7jaMS_XE61Jx6nFeM2Xf8R038wf5ocdfgE9CmAFwHCvDEnv3CYZXv4eGmxB5Cczzd6sH-lfb05KKl7gTZ3_duH1M7Ycf_nIh--DhalZJmyPo5gcf593KUpIe3DNS6SQ0R5DhLiXhGYEFf8i43aiiorUz1ksCveQn49GDCU3aHjL8KOEAMJmpCR0uhFQhXl7rf1Fi6tV3VINMpNMa5vbX6xztpEEJPpvAkZ3lR3eMGWRK4trJ9KDc_rUWBr2cnQpirIj8dO4BXjxyqKHvPE7ARKqaJSjHhZ7EBFM7Jlg3Zoc6GpFqEYWYlJJfmNGV5e3p3b6umHMaYXfdhCayo1OvSn08x_UTZFcVwD_FJ_w1ninVhnGIsdTcAR0WKO9qFlAobLM4aF2OKPA6wjkGx5GbtskurU4ftVlJ-qSvP_W9_gUn5GAdBOXPExaV3jLboLuPxGeIdHhBgRRwHx12x4d87GCAQu7iR4DRctDISKn-zhmTvJx1NXr3zy3cuCbl00nJBEwQMytiGgDeVGJElXFy9XjJFwgdTya50aip07f4KYfepK_vXl_9u-NktNq95KWUFzUECFzfehJcW-EwGxnueH4EhnlUVIeuukYkGjxoGNv2Y8zZZGNQ8NBO0hb4_9i8DH34IuHO9-ljEj3r4Ao6dmPzuZ5BcwvrLEb4Z8VxHnuOkizwlGae5_UtpS8XF8Nbcb0uZ2XtXelK73s1Ki7_Tye13_MmUO_cBYsLqRX6FEiFja_2lyfyJ5oQ0YuNhhHUoYhhVWOyseAFXQY6JqFo8SC0OxBl3m7_o_zeifoidAinIiOHOnAvtFzy7s69NauRiPjxWDF2x6cYwtbvwLh28hdsOy85fXSAavzKwG9OTQG2eHjcYPS1l32klu184pMeo9qn3vaH3l9Keq2H1zEpMCDvNV0AxpfcrnD8pMRHEFnkmii3bqjbOKD59LZ18mkLn9HLnlnorPkmJbGfU--cKg_kudj6YfPBUW0FhWAChhY7ft6VnNzMD6xBtlnyyGdFAaVg5SbB0RX4QdgcUARIVP0rGWCr0aT4OxdSylDJ-LjG4UorfPWfxZ7vI&sai=AMfl-YSEtS8zVP0U_-zZninLZjBN6307Mv4IFVF0HIMdDJ4e3gMiRCw2VLRYMHT4TXtEehvJYqr_2D22DnjfDz6LmMOxgOIc0j10_5dA1XHtoJVLR6eY-oqgEPuSEaNCtseJzpJN3Zo948yKrCecguuxcGlvZafsOEXAEizqm4rulF3AR_WOvMZyjG_Aes31YStgRIcEaDwMa-zSQ5zllt9k7vQeknwQ9M6fwy8cM9SzWM6Fl4FtGT2bnjOyDOy5tpKkrptwuxLha1QzrGIMD0saAjfdsWEmhIzgHojAjTxwY-HhIg7i-3Vx4XKBNX-IY810AMRPMe838zsE5CC-3-KEppty1wvL0DSXcmg1FdSatmQ5lQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEMngwN0ej96&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.amrcollection.com/en/special-offers/welcome-home/%3FbpId%3D17094%26utm_source%3DN1567572.1972103DOUBLECLICKBIDMA%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_content%3Dpp309840018-cc164351518%26utm_campaign%3DSE_Brand-Ong-ECM-USA_DIS_LW


2/22/22, 9:20 AM Why high gas prices in Myrtle Beach helps draw more visitors | Myrtle Beach Sun News

https://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/business/tourism/article258544813.html 5/5

Part of the reason gas is so expensive is because oil producers have not increased
production to match demand, GasBuddy’s head of petroleum analysis Patrick De
Haan said in an interview. The federal government often blames low oil production
on other countries, but even at home, the nation still hasn’t reached pre-pandemic
levels for oil production.

Before the pandemic, the U.S. was producing about 13 million barrels of oil a day.
That fell to 10 million at the height of the pandemic in 2020.

But nearly than a year after vaccines became widely available and the country
started its biggest phase of reopening, the U.S. is still only producing 11.5 million
barrels — 10% less than pre-pandemic, De Haan said.

Part of the reason for maintaining lower production, De Haan said, is that oil
companies are still wary of losing money again. Many of the major producers lost
billions during the pandemic when demand tanked. They might be using the
currently inflated fuel prices to recoup some of those losses.

“They’re being a little cautious,” he said. “They want to see positive economic
growth. Not only that, but a lot of them let go tens of thousands of workers back in
the height of the pandemic, so they had long term decisions early on that are hard to
bounce back from very quickly, given the overall labor challenges.”

Hospitality businesses — hotels and restaurants — aren’t worried about the rise in
gas prices, either, Damonte said. Right now, they are trying to solve bigger problems,
such as worker and supply shortages.

De Haan said people will likely quickly get used to the prices anyway.

“Usually when prices go up, there’s an initial sticker shock,” De Haan said. “There
may be a slight hit to demand this year, but next year, if the prices are similar,
people get adjusted to it. They don’t like it, but it’s less of a it’s less of a shock to them.

“There’s been so much of inflation, broadly speaking, across the economy that that
people are just kind of expecting it,” he added.

When will prices finally get better?

That’s still likely a few years away, De Haan said. Consumers should expect gas
prices in the $3 range for many months to come.

Regardless, both Damonte and De Haan said most forecasters are even expecting this
summer to be a banner year for tourism.

The Grand Strand, come spring break, could be busier than ever.
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 Live News Live 5 Investigates Weather Traffic

SUMMERVILLE, S.C. (WCSC) - I-26 westbound lanes at the Summerville exit have been reopened following a vehicle fire on Monday afternoon.

According to SCDOT officials, the two right lanes were closed at Exit 199 and have since been reopened.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.

I-26 westbound lanes at Summerville exit reopened after
vehicle fire

According to SCDOT officials, the two right lanes were closed at Exit 199 and have since been reopened. (Live 5 News)
By Live 5 Web Staff
Published: Feb. 21, 2022 at 5:54 PM EST | Updated: 14 hours ago
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NEWBERRY, S.C. (WIS) - One person is dead after a crash in Newberry.

The incident happened on Monday around 6:10 p.m. on US 76 near Jalapa Road.

The deceased was driving down US 76 when they ran off the road. They overcorrected which caused the Jeep to cross the center line and overturn in
the road, according to troopers.

The driver was pronounced dead at the scene.
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BERKELEY COUNTY NEWS

Vehicle �re near Summerville impacting tra�c on I-
26W

SUMMERVILLE, S.C. (WCBD) – A Monday night vehicle �re near Summerville is

impacting traf�c on I-26W.

According to the South Carolina Department of Transportation, the incident

occurred at 5�41 p.m. Monday at Exit 199.

by: Chase Laudenslager

Posted: Feb 21, 2022 / 06:04 PM EST / Updated: Feb 21, 2022 / 06:05 PM EST

✕

68°

https://www.counton2.com/news/local-news/berkeley-county-news/
https://www.counton2.com/author/chase-laudenslager/
https://www.counton2.com/weather/
https://www.counton2.com/


2/22/22, 9:48 AM Vehicle fire near Summerville impacting traffic on I-26W | WCBD News 2

https://www.counton2.com/news/local-news/berkeley-county-news/vehicle-fire-near-summerville-impacting-traffic-on-i-26w/ 2/2

Two right lanes were closed as crews worked to contain the �re.

Traf�c in the area was backed up as of 6�00 p.m.

Editor’s note: This story is breaking and will be updated.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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