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SCDOT considering a number of safety improvements for
dangerous North Charleston road
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S.C. Department of Transportation Program Manager Shawn Salley (second from le�) explains a preliminary map proposal

for Ashley Phosphate Road safety improvements to state Reps. Wendell Gilliard (from le�), Marvin Pendarvis, Deon Tedder

and others during a meeting at North Charleston City Hall on Feb. ��, ����. Brad Ne�les/Sta
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NORTH CHARLESTON — The S.C. Department of Transportation is considering a
number of improvements to make one of the the state’s most dangerous corridors
more safe.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/rdennis
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Ashley Phosphate Road could see a new median along the entire road, upgraded
crosswalks at each intersection, and improved lighting as possible safety �xes. The
six-lane corridor that connects to Interstate �� has seen �� total vehicular, bike and
pedestrian fatalities from ���� to ����, according to DOT.

“We more than understand the safety issues along Ashley Phosphate,” said Ted
Creech, director of government a�airs with DOT. “They are well-documented. We
are moving forward with a project that will improve safety. That’s our objective: to
make that corridor safer.”

The suggested safety measures are not �nal and are still in the conceptual stage.
However, DOT sta� shared the potential improvements Feb. �� with a small group
that included six state representatives and North Charleston council members, the
city’s police chief and a few police o�cers at City Hall.

State Rep. Wendell Gilliard, D-Charleston, called the meeting with DOT in
response to the death of Carlos Dunlap Sr., father of Seattle Seahawks and Fort
Dorchester High School football star Carlos Dunlap II. Dunlap died after being
struck by a vehicle on Ashley Phosphate less than a month ago.

“What we wanted to do is leave no stone unturned,” Gilliard said.

The issues on Ashley Phosphate are longstanding.
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Editorial: We know Ashley Phosphate is dangerous; we need to know how SC

will make it safer
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Coroner con�rms death of NFL player’s father, Carlos Dunlap Sr.
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Gilliard, who served on Charleston City Council from ���� to ����, recalled a
couple who attended a Charleston council meeting and displayed graphic images of
their deceased son, who was killed on Ashley Phosphate.

“I’ll always remember that couple,” Gilliard said.

DOT’s ���� safety audit of the road found the street has a number of safety hazards
that include ill-functioning pedestrian push buttons, sidewalks with overgrown
vegetation, and faded crosswalks.

The road ranks among the state’s top �� most dangerous corridors. There have been
nearly �,��� vehicular crashes along Ashley Phosphate in ����-��, an average of two
crashes a day, according to DOT. During that same period, the road saw �� bike and
�� pedestrian crashes, the department said.

Vehicles coming o� Interstate �� (foreground) wait for tra�c on Ashley Phosphate Road. The S.C. Department of

Transportation is planning safety improvements for Ashley Phosphate, one of the state’s most dangerous

corridors. File/Sta�
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North Charleston Councilwoman Rhonda Jerome, whose district covers much of
Ashley Phosphate, said the communities around the intersection of Stall and Ashley
Phosphate roads have a high Hispanic population. Jerome estimated most of the
pedestrians killed along Ashley Phosphate are Spanish-speaking residents.

“I live there,” Jerome said. “I know.”

The councilwoman said she fought years ago to get DOT to install bilingual signage
at the intersection, but to no avail. She and Gilliard agreed that Spanish pedestrian
signage would improve safety.  

DOT said bilingual signs are not part of the department’s current proposal for the
road but added that department sta� would consider those safety improvements.

Rep. Deon Tedder, D-North Charleston, suggested a pedestrian overpass as a
possible enhancement for the road. However, the department’s cost-bene�t analysis
concluded an overpass would be too expensive, said Duncan Smith, the state tra�c
safety engineer. 

Nonetheless, there are other improvements in the works.

DOT’s proposals call for a median, either concrete or grass, stretching down the
entire street to limit left turns. Medians often get pushback from businesses owners,
who often feel medians would negatively impact their businesses, said Shawn Salley,
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Walker, biker safety improvements on the horizon for dangerous Charleston-

area corridors
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Charleston County prepared to take properties to build the Palme�o

Commerce Interchange
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Rickey Dennis covers North Charleston and the religious community for The Post and Courier.

program manager with DOT. But the tra�c safety measure is known to reduce the
amount of crashes, he said.

“Our best foot forward is going to be putting in a median,” Smith said.

DOT will meet with city of North Charleston sta� Feb. �� to discuss the proposals.
After that, the department will �ne-tune its recommendations before soliciting
public input. The department anticipates construction could begin in fall ����.
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North Charleston mayor focuses on Navy base development, road

improvements in ���� address
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Reach Rickey Dennis at ���-����. Follow him on Twitter @RCDJunior.
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Editorial: We know Ashley Phosphate is dangerous; we need to
know how SC will make it safer

�� ��� ��������� �����
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Ashley Phosphate Road has one of the highest tra�c counts among major roads in Charleston County, but it also has

many pedestrians and cyclists, which make for a lethal mix. Sta�/�le 

Years ago, the S.C. Department of Transportation identi�ed Ashley Phosphate Road
as one of the state’s most dangerous roads for pedestrians, so last month’s death of
Carlos Dunlap Sr., who was hit by a car while walking there near Rock Road, is
tragic but tragically not surprising.

The important question now is how soon the state will act on its safety audit
�ndings — on Ashley Phosphate and on several other very dangerous streets
identi�ed. The sooner, the better.
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Mr. Dunlap’s death focused new attention on the old problem because he happened
to be the father of a star football player, Carlos Dunlap II, a standout player at Fort
Dorchester High School, the University of Florida and now the Seattle Seahawks.

We don’t know all the details of what happened the night of Jan. ��, but this is what
we already know: Ashley Phosphate is one of our region’s busiest corridors and one
that winds its way through a mix of homes and businesses. It’s a dangerous road
whether you’re in a car or on foot; and there are steps that can and should be taken
to make it safer.

Ashley Phosphate was only one of �ve streets in Charleston County that the state
singled out for the danger of car-pedestrian accidents; the four others are King,
Meeting, Calhoun and St. Philip streets in downtown Charleston. Of those, however,
Ashley Phosphate very well might be the most lethal, as pedestrians and cyclists
must navigate six lanes of relatively fast-moving tra�c as well as a central turn lane.

The audits of all �ve streets have produced a menu of options, some easier to enact
than others. We appreciate that the Transportation Department will want to vet any
safety upgrades through the respective city halls and that bureaucracy moves slowly,
but residents deserve to know more about what speci�cally will be done and when.

It’s relatively easy to remove an on-street parking space to improve sightlines
between those in cars and those on foot. It’s trickier to introduce a light-signal
change that would allow only pedestrians to enter an intersection, as is being
contemplated at St. Philip and Calhoun near the College of Charleston.

We get that DOT maintains one of the nation’s largest road networks — many of
South Carolina’s local roads are actually owned and maintained by the state — and
that the agency often hasn’t received enough funding to keep up with maintenance
and new demand.

And we get that pedestrian and cycling safety is a complex topic, and that both
pedestrians and cyclists should do more to ensure their own safety by wearing
brighter clothing, adding safety equipment and following the rules of the road. But
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we also realize too many people are too often too quick to blame the victims and
ignore the reality that our state’s transportation network too often fails those who
either don’t have or don’t want to use a car.

Several reports have cited South Carolina as one of the nation’s most dangerous
states to walk or bike, and Mr. Dunlap’s death is yet another human face behind
these statistics. DOT o�cials met Friday in North Charleston with several
concerned state and local o�cials to outline possible safety upgrades but noted no
actual work is expected until early next year. O�cials should ensure that at the least,
this timetable speeds up.
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Toll booth removal scheduled for Hilton Head
expressway

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FEBRUARY 14, 2022 8:46 AM

   

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C.

Workers will begin next month to demolish the toll booth on the quickest way to
get to the heart of Hilton Head Island.

The contractor will have 60 days to tear down the structure and paint new stripes
for traffic on the Cross Island Parkway, which is also U.S. Highway 278, according
to the South Carolina Department of Transportation.

The work will be limited to night hours. No lanes can be closed during the day or
between April 8 and April 20 when Hilton Head Island hosts the RBC Heritage golf
tournament, the agency told The Island Packet of Hilton Head.
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Tolls were dropped on the highway last July, 23 years after it opened.

The 7-mile (11-kilometer) expressway veers off from the only road to the island
just after it crosses the Intracoastal Waterway, allowing drivers to avoid a 12-mile
(19-kilometer) route full of stoplights and suburban sprawl.

The toll was $1.25 for a passenger car before it was dropped.

The state now has only one toll road — the Southern Connector which connects
Interstate 385 to Interstate 85 south of Greenville. That freeway is about 30 years
from having its bonds paid off and dropping the tolls.

The road was initially called the Cross Island Expressway, but Hilton Head Island
residents who carefully control the look and feel of their resort island got the road
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Bamberg County bridge mistakenly placed on replacement list

Gene Zaleski
Feb 11, 2022

Gene Zaleski

he Carlisle Street bridge in Bamberg County was mistakenly listed among a

group of bridges that will replaced by the state.

The S.C. Department of Transportation had the bridge on its list of bridges to be

replaced when it was publicly owned.

The bridge is now privately owned. SCDOT inadvertently listed the replacement of

the bridge over Lemon Swamp as part of its 10-year road and bridge improvement

plan earlier this month.

“SCDOT did have a bridge replacement project proposed at this location that started

design back in 2020,” SCDOT said Friday in a statement. “Through our public

involvement process, postcards were sent out to local residents.”
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“One of the property owners contacted SCDOT and expressed a desire to take over

ownership of a portion of the road and for the bridge replacement effort to be

abandoned,” the statement continued. “SCDOT ran this through our maintenance,

preconstruction and right-of-way to offices to determine if the road needed to be

retained.”

Orangeburg woman accused of leaving toddler home alone

Jury picked in deaths of 4; three suspects going to trial; fourth may be
witness

Orangeburg Department of Public Safety: Woman says someone used her
ID to work at DoorDash

Opening arguments scheduled in trial; four accused of killing four, injuring
one

“There were no objections raised internally,” the statement continued. “An action was

filed in court to remove the roadway in April 2021 and SCDOT did not object to the

abandonment. The courts approved the closures in late October 2021.”

“SCDOT immediately put the bridge replacement project on hold after the request for

abandonment and no further work has been performed in over a year,” SCDOT said.

People are also reading…
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abuse
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The department's project viewer did not keep up with actions taken to privatize the

road. SCDOT is in the process of its website to indicate the change.

By Gene Zaleski
Staff Writer
Gene Zaleski is a reporter/staff writer with The Times and Democrat. To get local news all the
time, become a member at https://thetandd.com/members/join/
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Portion of Park Avenue in Aiken to be closed for railroad repairs
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Beginning today, a downtown Aiken road will be closed for most of this week for
construction.

The railroad crossing at the intersection of Park Avenue and Union Street will be
repaired.

This work was planned, even before the recent train derailment there, according to
City Manager Stuart Bedenbaugh.

A car drives over the railroad track at Park Avenue and Union Street. The road will be closed for repairs over the next week. (
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Landon Stamper covers the city of Aiken, while dabbling in health and sports. Follow him on Twi�er:

@landoncstamper.

“The railroad ties there have, over time, disintegrated,” Bedenbaugh said. “They’re
going to be repairing and doing some paving in the area at the railroad crossing.”

Bedenbaugh said he expects the road to be closed for several days next week.
According to a news release from the City of Aiken, work is expected to be
completed by Friday, depending on the weather. 

The aforementioned derailment occurred Jan. �� around � p.m. There were no
injuries or hazardous spills.

����� ����

Train carrying clay derails near the intersection of Park Avenue and Union Street
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February 14, 2022 10:46 am  State DOTs Expand Support for Broadband Projects

(https://aashtojournal.org/)

The National Association of State Energy O�cials 2022 Policy Outlook Conference

(https://www.naseo.org/news-article?NewsID=3684) held in Washington D.C. February 8-11 focused in

part on the ways states and federal agencies can work together to support transportation

electri�cation.

[Above photo by AASHTO]

Jim Tymon, executive director of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation

O�cials, participated in a panel discussion on February 10 regarding how states are ramping up

support for the construction of a nationwide network of electric vehicle or EV chargers.
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Jim Tymon at podium. Photo by

AASHTO.

Photo by the Maine DOT

During the panel, Tymon noted that AASHTO has formed two

inter-committee “working groups” to aid e�orts by state

departments of transportation around the country to support the

Biden administration’s plan to build 500,000 EV chargers by 2030.

Those two AASHTO-led groups – the EV Inter-Committee Working

Group and EV Practitioner’s Working Group – seek to address

what Tymon called the “technical and logistical challenges” facing

the administration’s plan to build 500,000 EV chargers within the

next eight years.

He added that AASHTO addresses many of these issues in letters

sent to the Federal Highway Administration on January 14

(https://aashtojournal.org/2022/01/14/aashto-highlights-key-

challenges-of-ev-charger-plan/) and January 28

(https://aashtojournal.org/2022/01/28/aashto-provides-ev-charging-feedback-to-fhwa/).

“Our members … understand that the [EV charger] buildout needs to be consistent and coordinated

across the country in order to provide reliable and accessible service to all EV drivers,” Tymon

explained in written remarks prepared ahead of the conference.

“For example, chargers need to be universal so that any vehicle can use them; the chargers need to

be reliable with uptimes of at least 95 percent; and payment methods need to be consistent, uniform,

and available to all members of the public,” he said.

Moreover, while consistency is important, he said this

build-out e�ort requires “�exibility” in certain areas.

“For example, rural communities are going to have

di�erent needs than urban corridors,” Tymon

emphasized. “In order for e�cient implementation to

occur, states will need the �exibility to implement plans

that meet the needs of their communities, while

keeping the bigger picture in mind.”
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Tymon pointed out that collaboration between state agencies such as state DOTs and state energy

o�ces “will be instrumental” in achieving the goals set out in the $7.5 billion EV program

(https://aashtojournal.org/2021/12/17/doe-usdot-form-venture-to-build-ev-charging-network/)

established by the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act signed into law in November

2021 (https://aashtojournal.org/2021/11/19/biden-signs-infrastructure-bill-outlines-implementation-

priorities/).

“AASHTO looks forward to doing what we can to support our members as they continue these

successful relationships with their sister agencies and regionally with their peers across state lines,”

he said. “No one sector can be successful on its own. This is a massive undertaking and continual

communication – of challenges and concerns, best practices and lessons learned – will be key to the

success of this huge implementation project.”
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