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SOUTH CAROLINA NEWS

STATE OF THE ROADS: SC’s transportation leader
hopes additional funding will keep projects on track

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCBD) – The South Carolina Department of Transportation

(SCDOT) is tripling funding efforts and increasing projects as they work to stay

ahead of projected growth facing the Palmetto State.

by: Riley Benson

Posted: Feb 9, 2022 / 07:23 PM EST / Updated: Feb 9, 2022 / 07:23 PM EST
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I-26 serves as a pathway for growth, helping to carry South Carolina and its

economic engines into the future.

While crews have been hard at work re-paving and maintaining the country’s

fourth-largest state highway system, additional construction is in the works for

much of the interstate in the coming years – speci�cally between Charleston and

Columbia – where crews will work to widen and enhance the highly-traveled and

congested road which stretches from the coast to the mountains.

Leaders with SCDOT said the current construction is part of the state’s 10-year,

multi-million-dollar project, which began in 2017, aimed at strengthening interstate

travel and road infrastructure statewide.

“We’ve really tripled the amount of road work that we have going on across the

state,” said South Carolina’s Secretary of Transportation, Christy Hall.

Lowcountry drivers, like Tara Lowry, said the state’s roads and interstates are a

mess. “They’re in awful shape, they have tons of holes in them and cracks and things

like that,” she said. “My car easily gets torn up.”

Secretary Hall said it’s something the department has been working on over the past

several years.

“We’ve tackled more than 700 miles of rural roads safety projects, 217 bridge projects

and we have several miles of interstate widening projects all across the state

underway,” she said.

Across the state, roadwork spending has tripled from $1 billion in 2008 to more than

$3.4 billion in 2022. Secretary Hall wants that spending to grow.

Gov. McMaster proposes using federal funding to widen I-26 from
Charleston to Columbia →
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A big focus for her is expanding and upgrading roads in the Charleston region. “To

be able to dedicate at least close to $50 million a year to the Charleston region just

to deal with the non-interstate type congestion projects,” she explained.

Another major focus for the agency is shoring up the connection between

Charleston and Columbia to handle port traf�c from both Savannah and Charleston.

Hall said the increased traf�c is something that takes a major toll.

“Being able to move those goods up and down the interstate system is incredibly

important to us which is even ampli�ed when you look at the section of I-26

between Columbia and Charleston,” said Hall.

Like many agencies, SCDOT continues to feel the impact of COVID-19, dealing with

decreased funding from the gas tax and a shortage of workers.

“We cut our overhead costs by about 12% for two years on the road and that

basically plugged the gap and we just kept moving strong,” she said. “We never really

slowed down.”

The work is part of an effort to keep South Carolina moving into the future.

“We’re all working for the same people,” said Secretary Hall. “We want to make sure

that we’re doing the right thing and that we’re tackling the right priorities.”

Secretary Hall is hopeful SCDOT can begin investing up to $50 million a year either

late 2022 or at the start of 2023 to address needed improvements on Lowcountry

roads.

South Carolina did see an increase in car sales, providing a boost in much-needed

funding to help keep asphalt for various projects �owing.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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One man stressed the need for a solution for residents living between U.S. 15 and U.S. 521. Samuel Myers, a native of the community, whose mother still resides on the N
side of U.S. 378, came before Sumter County Council at its …
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Last week was the 4th week of the 2022 legislative session.  There
are 14 legislative weeks remaining before the General Assembly is
scheduled to adjourn on May 12, 2022.  Here are the highlights
from last week’s action in the Senate:Medical Marijuana – The
Senate’s floor debate this week was dominated by continued
discussion on S.150, a bill that would authorize the use of edible
medical marijuana in certain situations.  The bill would not allow
smokable marijuana, even for medical purposes.  I expect the
Senate will consider amendments and, hopefully, finish up this
issue this week.Election of Judges – The House and Senate met in
a joint assembly on Wednesday to elect a large slate of judges.  By
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the time of the vote, none of the races were contested.  You can see
the list of judges who were elected on February 2 here.Last
Week’s MeetingsOn Tuesday morning, I met with former
Governor and US Ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki
Haley.  This was Ambassador Haley’s first visit with many at the
State House since she resigned as Governor and left for the United
Nations in January 2017.On Tuesday afternoon, I was a guest on
The Afternoon Drive with Keven Cohen on 100.7FM in Columbia. 
We talked about the Senate’s session so far this year and a number
of issues that are likely to come up before the session ends.On
Wednesday morning, I attended Lexington Farm Bureau’s annual
legislative breakfast.Wednesday was Nurse Anesthetist Day at the
State House.  I was able to meet with several nurse anesthetists
from Aiken and Lexington.Constituent InterestsSCDOT
ROAD PROJECTS – SCDOT has an interactive map to allow
citizens to see the road and bridge projects going on around the
state. You can see that map here.How is the gas tax being
used? – SCDOT’s website allows you to view a detailed revenue
statement and project list that is funded by the Infrastructure
Maintenance Trust Fund (IMTF). SCDOT updates this site
monthly as the revenue comes in. You can see that
report here.WANT TO SEE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN
ACTION? – The Senate meets in statewide session on
Tuesdays at 2:00, Wednesdays at 12:00, and Thursdays at 11:00.
Committees and subcommittees meet Tuesday mornings,
Wednesday mornings, and Thursday mornings. You can watch
live coverage of the Senate, House of Representatives, and
committees here.OUR SENATE DISTRICT – Senate District
25 consists of all of Edgefield County and parts of Aiken,
Lexington, McCormick, and Saluda Counties. If you’d like to see
the district map, go here.Beginning with the 2024 election,
Senate District 25 will include all of Edgefield and McCormick
Counties and parts of Aiken, Lexington, and Saluda Counties.  You
can see the new district, effective in 2024, here.VOTING
RECORD – If   you’d like to see how I’ve voted on issues,
go here. You can always check to see how I vote by going to my
website, www.senatormassey.com, and clicking on the “Voting
Record” tab.SPEAKING WITH GROUPS – Several groups,
clubs, and classes around our Senate district have invited me to
attend their meetings and provide legislative updates. If you
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would like for me to come speak with your group, please let me
know. EMAIL UPDATES  – If you know of people in or around
District 25 who do not receive my updates but would like to get
them, please email their names and email addresses to me. You
can also forward this  email to them and encourage them to sign
up for the updates at www.senatormassey.com.Sincerely,

Shane Massey Contact

InformationAddress: 
P.O. Box 551 
Edgefield, SC  29824Email: 
shanemassey@scsenate.govCellphone: 
(803) 480-0419
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Biden administration plan calls for $5 billion network
of electric vehicle chargers along interstates
Grants included in the infrastructure law will help states build a charging network designed to reach highways
in almost every corner of the country

Listen to article 4 min

By Ian Duncan

Today at 5:00 a.m. EST

The Biden administration laid out plans Thursday for a $5 billion network of electric vehicle chargers along interstate

highways, aiming to boost confidence in battery-powered cars by ensuring drivers can always find somewhere to plug

in.

The money, included in last year’s infrastructure legislation, will be shared over five years among states, which are

likely to hire private companies to install and operate the charging network.

Officials say the federal funding is aimed at standardizing charging systems so drivers have an experience comparable

to finding a gas station on a road trip. It is one of the most significant investments in the $1 trillion infrastructure law

aimed at reducing carbon emissions from transportation and a steppingstone toward the administration’s goal of

having half of new cars be battery-powered or plug-in hybrids by 2030.

“We are modernizing America’s national highway system for drivers in cities large and small, towns and rural

communities, to take advantage of the benefits of driving electric,” Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said in a

statement.

The administration says the money is the largest investment of its kind, yet it still represents a fraction of the estimated

$39 billion cost of building a public charging system by 2035.

“The $5 billion the EV Charging Program will provide is a historic investment, but it is far from sufficient,” the Natural

Resources Defense Council, an environmental group, wrote in comments to the Federal Highway Administration.

“Federal guidance should do everything possible to encourage complementary commitments and hedge against

displacing other investments or programs.”

Electric vehicles are a tiny fraction of annual sales and establishing a viable network of chargers — the administration

wants 500,000 — is widely seen as a vital step to convince more Americans to switch out their gas-powered cars. But

it’s a job that must account for the needs of apartment and rowhome dwellers, who can’t charge on their driveway, and

people traveling through rural areas, where electric grids might struggle to meet demand.

Congress left many details about how the program should work to the Department of Transportation. When the

department last year asked how the money might best be put to use it received hundreds of comments from state 1/2
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department last year asked how the money might best be put to use, it received hundreds of comments from state

governments, car and charger manufacturers, and advocacy groups.

Many agreed the chargers need to be high-powered — for quickly topping up batteries — and generally located in safe

areas near highway exits with stores and restrooms. Plug in America, a group that advocates for electric vehicle

ownership, identified Tesla’s 1,400-location Supercharger network as the “benchmark.”

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials suggested the new federal funding was an

opportunity to ensure prices for charging are listed in terms of kilowatts per hour and to require that charging can be

paid with credit and debit cards, rather than through an account with charging providers.

“A consistent, uniform payment process would allow for a more reliable and accessible network,” the association

wrote.

Guidance issued Thursday by a joint office of the departments of energy and transportation calls for states to first

tackle charging near interstates — ideally within a mile of the highway — creating a network that is “convenient,

reliable, affordable and equitable.”

The framework leaves more detailed questions unanswered about how the chargers should work, but officials said they

will issue technical standards in the coming months.

Various groups disagree about the proximity of chargers. A group of Western state transportation departments said the

current 50-mile standard was hard to meet in rural areas. But the Alliance for Automotive Innovation, which

represents major carmakers, said the distance should be closer to offer convenience similar to filling up at a gas

station.

Ultimately, the federal government will consider a particular corridor fully built out when it has at least four 150-

kilowatt charging points every 50 miles, with limited exceptions. Once states meet that goal, they can use their

remaining money for other charging projects.

States have until Aug. 1 to submit plans for using the money. If states don’t submit a plan or don’t take steps to

implement it, the federal transportation department can withhold money or give it to local governments. The Federal

Highway Administration is set to approve plans by Sept. 30.

The infrastructure legislation includes another $2.5 billion the Transportation Department can use to target rural

areas or city neighborhoods with poor access to charging. Officials say they expect to set out plans for that funding

later this year.

On Tuesday, President Biden hosted the chief executive of Australian charging company Tritium at the White House.

The company is planning to open a manufacturing plant in Tennessee to make 30,000 chargers a year.

Transportation, infrastructure and the pandemic

Metro: New fare gates will require SmarTrip upgrade for some longtime commuters returning to Metro

Airlines: Frontier, Spirit announce merger to create �fth-largest U.S. airline

Bikes: D.C. wants to double its 24 miles of protected bike lanes. It plans to start with 10 miles this year.

Road safety: Tra�c deaths jumped 12 percent through last fall, continuing pandemic surge, new data show
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