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GREENVILLE, S.C. —
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Hannah Ward

The Church Street bridge in downtown Greenville will soon get a facelift.

This bridge carries U.S. 29 over McBee Avenue and Broad Street. It is the one that offers a

beautiful view of Downtown Greenville. SCDOT is heading up the $8 million project that will re-

surface the base of the bridge and add different aesthetics like making it safer for pedestrians

and drivers.
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The project is still in the design phase, but construction is expected to start in the spring of

2023. Pete Poore is the Director of Communications with SCDOT, and he says that traffic will

still be able to use the bridge while construction is going on.

“There will be lane closures, at the worst. I believe you will see lanes going in each direction

one lane each going in both directions,” Pete said.

He went on to say that the goal is just to make "the bridge better, safer, and nicer looking."
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Georgetown bridge lane will close for � months for
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GEORGETOWN — A southbound lane of the Sylvan L. Rosen Bridge over the
Sampit River in Georgetown will close Feb. � for two months as part of a S.C.
Department of Transportation bridge rehabilitation project.

SCDOT o�cials said the work is needed on the ��-year-old bridge after deteriorated
sections of concrete on the bridge deck surface were found after an inspection. 

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/rcaines
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Richard Caines covers business and courts in Horry and Georgetown County for The Post and Courier. He

graduated from the Cronkite School at Arizona State University and is a huge Philadelphia sports fan.

More than ��,��� vehicles a day travel over the bridge, according state data.

Southbound tra�c over the bridge will be reduced from two lanes to one lane until
the bridge repair work is completed in April.

A temporary concrete barrier wall will be in place for safety, and the public is
advised to use caution in the work zone and to expect congestion, o�cials said.

“SCDOT maintains our state’s roads and bridges, therefore repairs are needed to
restore the structural integrity of the bridge as well as maintain its safety,” SCDOT
spokeswoman Brittany Harriot said.

Follow Richard Caines on Twitter at @rickcaines

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/rcaines
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NEWS

Mount Pleasant Mayor Will Haynie says increasing
affordable housing, easing tra�c among town’s 2022
goals

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. (WCBD) – Mount Pleasant Mayor Will Haynie is laying out

his goals for the town in 2022 while re�ecting on 2021 in his Annual State of the

by: Riley Benson

Posted: Feb 8, 2022 / 05:39 PM EST / Updated: Feb 8, 2022 / 05:39 PM EST ✕
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Town Address released on Tuesday. Mayor Haynie belives 2021 was a year of

returning to normalcy and says the town was able to accomplish things like the Crab

Bank restoration project.

Mayor Haynie says there’s more work to be done in 2022 including addressing the

needs for affordable housing in the one of the fastest growing municipalities in

South Carolina.

“The voters of Mount Pleasant have been very clear that managing our growth and

protecting our livability and quality of life is their number one priority,” says Mayor

Haynie.

Other accomplishments in 2021, raising pay for �rst responders and putting a cap on

growth town wide. The town was also able to complete road infrastructure projects

along Long Point Road and Billy Swails Boulevard. Mayor Haynie says the growing

population means the town has to �nd more ways to ease traf�c.

“To take a look at the way lanes are striped and the sequencing of our traf�c lights

and those type of things,” says Mayor Haynie.

In addition to road and transportation work, Mayor Haynie is hopeful major road

projects like the I-526 expansion and Highway 41 improvement plan will become

more than just visions in 2022.

“Working with the county to get Highway 41 �xed, �nishing our transportation

improvements, �xing drainage, this will be a year of getting those things done,” says

Mayor Haynie.

Another issue facing the town carrying over to 2022, striking a balance when it

comes to noise levels.

“We are not going to outlaw outdoor music at venues, that’s too much a part of our

way of life,” says Mayor Haynie. “We’re going to get it at a level that works for the

venues but also works for our residents.”

✕

40°
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At the top of the list for things to address in 2022, addressing affordable housing,

working on resiliency and livability, supporting the town’s artisans and managing

growth for a better Mount Pleasant.

“We cling together, we stick together and we’re going to have this vision for our

town going forward together,” says Mayor Haynie.

Mayor Haynie’s 2021 State of the Town Address can be viewed here.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Spartanburg County citizen group pushes to �x community’s
road, sidewalk woes
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The Community Revitalization Partnership Commi�ee of Una, Saxon and Arcadia presented proposed infrastructure

projects to the Spartanburg County Transportation Commi�ee in January. One of the proposed projects includes adding a

lane and sidewalks to the New Cut Road underpass near Howard Street. Chris Lavender/sta�
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UNA — Over the past �� years, Luther Clowney has watched infrastructure
deteriorate in his community just outside the city limits of Spartanburg.
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He moved to Una about three miles northwest of downtown Spartanburg in ����
when there were fewer vehicles on roads and the bridges were able to handle tra�c.
While tra�c volumes have increased with population growth in the area,
infrastructure in Una has remained the same.

There’s been a push for decades to address the infrastructure needs, which have
gone mostly unaddressed. Clowney wants to see improvements made in several
areas for safety reasons.

Clowney is a member of the Community Revitalization Partnership Committee of
Una, Saxon and Arcadia formed in ���� to raise awareness concerning improving
infrastructure in the area. The committee on Jan. �� presented plans to the
Spartanburg County Transportation Committee (CTC) to review several proposed
projects. The CTC is run by the Spartanburg County Legislative Delegation, which
works with the county on deciding which projects to prioritize.

The projects proposed to the CTC include adding a sidewalk and another tra�c lane
to the New Cut Road underpass near Howard Street; widening Seminole Drive with
sidewalks; and building a pedestrian bridge over Sibley Street near Seminole Drive.
Clowney told The Post and Courier improving safety for pedestrians and drivers is a
top priority.

“It’s a serious situation and I am hoping the county will do something about the
infrastructure needs,” Clowney said.
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Shipping delays will continue, SC Ports Authority o�cial tells Spartanburg

group
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Spartanburg nonpro�t building ��-acre community to assist prison transition
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Travis Brown, Spartanburg County Director of Public Works, serves on the CTC and
is an advisory committee member as well. Brown said the information presented in
January would be reviewed until April � when the CTC’s advisory committee is
scheduled to meet again. The county helps administer the CTC program with
projects prioritized based on criteria including crash data, fatalities and cost. 

“The overall emphasis is on safety, level of service, how roads function and people
get through them from a tra�c standpoint,” Brown said. 

Brown said the advisory committee will review the projects and decide what
recommendation to make to the full CTC board. An engineering consultant
representing the Community Revitalization Partnership Committee of Una, Saxon
and Arcadia presented proposed infrastructure plans to the CTC advisory
committee in January.

“They have got a tall task ahead of them,” Dan Chism of Consor Engineering told
The Post and Courier on Feb. �. “There are really so many facets of the
infrastructure there (in Una) that are so outdated. There are a lot of needs in the
community. The New Cut Road underpass is probably the one that is most needed
for infrastructure improvements. The underpass is way out of date in terms of the
capacity of vehicles going underneath.”

Chism said the underpass needs to include more than one lane and sidewalks need
to be added for pedestrian use. He said parts of Seminole Drive were widened and
sidewalks added but the rest of the road needs to be widened.

“They did about half the road (Seminole Drive) and the remainder of the road needs
to be addressed as well to match the part of the road the county widened years ago,”
Chism said.
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New apartments built on site of a former Spartanburg school will feature

a�ordable units
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Chris Lavender is a reporter for The Post and Courier Spartanburg

A pedestrian bridge crossing Sibley Street is needed, he said. Train tracks run
parallel to Seminole Drive and cross over Sibley Street. Pedestrians often crawl
under trains parked on the tracks. Chism said a pedestrian bridge would make it
safer for people walking in the area.

“When trains go into the yard it has to slow down and pedestrians crawl under and
through the train,” Chism said. “When a train is stopped there it is not a safe
situation for pedestrians.”

Chism said the projected cost for the proposed infrastructure improvements he
presented to the CTC was about $�� million combined. Funding projects in Una has
been a top priority for Sharon McFalls who has lived in the community since ����.
McFalls founded the Community Revitalization Partnership Committee of Una,
Saxon and Arcadia to help push projects forward.

“We started two years ago concentrating on infrastructure,” McFalls said. “When we
started we were told there was no funding but we believe now there is funding.”

Follow Chris Lavender on Twitter @spartanburgpc
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SCDOT, lawmaker responds to study
ranking SC 12th for worst potholes
TRESIA BOWLES

POSTED 15 HRS AGO

(FOX Carolina) - South Carolina ranks 12th out of
50 states for the worst potholes in the country,
according to a Quote Wizard survey.

The study looked at how many times potholes-
related complaints were Google searched in each
state going back to 2004. Our state making the top
12 states with the worst potholes problems means
more people are Googling to complain about
potholes than 38 other states.

We talked to the SCDOT and state law makers
about the findings.

State Representative Jason Elliott says the roads could use some upgrades.

“We all know that the roads in South Carolina need improvement," Elliott said, "We have 41,000 miles" "in the
South Carolina system."

Rep. Elliott they're applying pressure to the DOT to take care of our roads.

"I share the frustrations with South Carolinians statewide on the condition of our roads," said Elliott, "It’s my
goal to make sure that the funds that are being raised for road improvements—that they actually get to the
roads. We’re making progress in South Carolina, but it is not fast enough.”

Pete Poore with the state's Department of Transportation believes the findings are skewed due to Quote
Wizard's connections to insurance companies. 

“We should probably go back about five years ago in South Carolina using our 10-year plan and the resurfacing
program. We have repaved 5,500 miles," Poore said.

Bad road conditions in the Upstate.

https://www.foxcarolina.com/users/profile/Tresia%20Bowles
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AAA shows drivers spend billions in vehicle repairs due to potholes each year. Rep. Elliott says he's
experienced this himself.

“My windshield has been cracked from gravel being thrown off of a road. It’s a problem in South Carolina,"
Elliott said, "Fortunately, the South Carolina Department Transportation has the ability to analyze claims.”

Poore says they had 1,800 claims last year. 1,100 were paid, 400 were denied, and the rest are still under
investigation. He says the work is still not done.

“Be patient," Poore said, "We hope by the end of the 10 year plan to have about 80% of the bad roads fixed.”

Elliott encourages anyone who believes they have damage to their vehicles due to potholes to make a claim to
the SCDOT. Find the link here.

Submit a road to "Getting Answers" here.

A Gray Media Group, Inc. Station - © 2002-2022 Gray Television, Inc.

Tresia Bowles
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NEWS

Ask Angelia: What's the status of Roper
Mountain Road expansion?

Published 6:00 a.m. ET Feb. 9, 2022

Question: The infrastructure work for the Roper Mountain Road expansion seems to be
complete. However, no work is going on now, a year after the work began. What’s the
status? When will it be completed?

Answer: My predecessor, Ask LaFleur, wrote about the South Carolina Department of
Transportation's (DOT)plan to widen Roper Mountain Road from four lanes to five between
Roper Mountain Road Extension and Blacks Drive, then from two lanes to three from Blacks
Drive to Interstate 85. The plan includes the addition of bike lanes and sidewalks.

The widening project is expected to be complete by Nov. 30, 2022. 

Ask LaFleur also wrote about DOT's plan to widen Roper Mountain Extension to three lanes,
from Pelham Road to Roper Mountain Road, and add bike lanes and sidewalks.

Ask LaFleur: Can you update us on the Roper Mountain project?

Drainage work has been progressing on Roper Mountain Road Extension, with the first
phase of the new bridge over Rocky Creek set to start later this month, according to DOT
spokesperson Pete Poore. 

The original completion date for that project was also by November 30, 2022. Due to the
utility delays, the current projected completion date is May 15, 2023, Poore said.

The DOT granted the contractor a Notice To Proceed (permission to begin work) date of June
29, 2020. That included a utility window — time for utility companies to relocate their lines
or facilities from DOT's right-of-way — between Sept. 2, 2020, and June 2, 2021.

Angelia L. Davis

Greenville News

https://www.greenvilleonline.com/
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"The utility work took longer than anticipated so the contractor just 'officially' started its
critical-path work on Nov. 15, 2021," Poore said.

The contract for this project is valued at $17,133,805.56. The Greenville-Pickens Area
Transportation study helped fund the project.

Ask Angelia: Where's the statue of Greenville's namesake?

Do you have a question you want answered? Send it to me at
davisal@gannett.com or via mail to Angelia Davis, 32 E. Broad St., Greenville,
SC 29601.

https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/2022/02/04/what-happened-greenville-general-nathanael-greene-statue-new-location/6651242001/
mailto:davisal@gannett.com
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