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$14 million downtown revitalization project in the
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SIMPSONVILLE, SC (WSPA) – Downtown Simpsonville is set to get a complete

makeover as part of a $14 million revitalization project.

“Right now, traf�c in downtown Simpsonville is very dif�cult to navigate. It gets

backed up. There are a lot of cars coming through here,” said Simpsonville City

Administrator Dianna Gracely. “So �rst and foremost we want to improve the way

traf�c �ows downtown.”

Victoria Shif�er, the general manager of Carolina Olive Oil, has heard and seen the

chaos outside her window everyday.

“The growth of Simpsonville has really attracted a lot of people, which is great, but

we don’t have enough parking and traf�c at the intersections gets a little haywire

sometimes,” said Shif�er. “We’ve gone from ghost town to highly populated in the

matter of years.”

“I usually come in after rush hour traf�c, but I’ve been in the rush hour traf�c here,

and with the schools close by in the area, it can get kind of crowded kind of quickly,”

said Shif�er. “Intersections can be jammed or slow.”

Some said it’s not only a headache for those in cars, but for walkers and cyclists, as

well.

“I drive through these intersections and you see a lot of people who are trying to

turn, but then the people behind them won’t just wait, they’ll go around them which

causes more of a risk for accidents,” Shif�er said.

“Pedestrians trying to cross, it’s not pedestrian friendly right now,” Shif�er said.

“There are no designated bike lanes or anything for cyclists. There are existing

sidewalks, but unfortunately on many of the locations the power poles are right in

the middle of the sidewalk,” Gracely said. “So, there really not ADA accessible. It’s not

conducive. It doesn’t feel safe for pedestrians, and so we’re trying to enhance all of

that, not only to beautify it and make it more aesthetically pleasing, but the main

goal is to make it safer for everyone,” Gracely said.
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Now, changes are on its way for the city.

“We’re going to do two one-way streets. We’re going to one-way Curtis Street from

west to east, and College Street from east to west,” Gracely said. “We feel like that’s

going to move traf�c much more ef�ciently through downtown,” she said. “And all of

the arterial streets are going to get a complete redo,” Gracely said.

The complete overhaul will bring traf�c relief, drainage improvements, and new

lighting, and more to nine streets.

“We’ll be doing new stormwater improvements, streetscape, new street lighting.

Part of the streetscape will have street trees,” Gracely said. “New crosswalks. Much

safer crosswalks, that are not just stamped asphalt. You know that will last and not

fade over.”

The project will include new sidewalks or, in some areas, multi-purpose paths for

cyclists and pedestrians.
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A “festival street” is also planned for South Main Street.

“Where the Ice Cream Station is, we’re going to create that as a festival street. So

we’re going to have pavers and elevated,” Gracely said. “When we want to close it off

for special events, we’ll be able to do that.”

“I think it’s good. Anything they can do to kind of ease everybody’s mind, make it

easier for everybody,” said Cade Klaczko, a frequent traveler. “Anything they can do

to kind of make it a little less congested it’ll be great.”

Gracely said they will also address some parking issues.

“As a general manager of the store, it’s going to be fabulous because it will bring

more parking and better spacing,” Shif�er said.

This project not only offers a solution for those who work and live in Simpsonville,

but sets up the city for what’s to come.

“The boundary of this project extends beyond what is considered the core business

district,” said Gracely. “So, we’re hoping that all of these public improvements and

creating great public spaces beyond that central business district will encourage

more in �eld development and also redevelopment of properties.”

Gracely said, right now, survey work is being done and engineers are working on

design plans for the project. She said they’re hoping to unveil the project by late

summer, with construction to start later in the year.

Gracely also said that since the project is proposing changes to traf�c patterns,

there will be a public meeting for the community.

The meeting will allow the community to provide comments on the proposal when

the project is ready to unveil.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Business Round-up: COG receives $860K for rapid transit line
����� ������

��� , ����

The Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments (BCDCOG)
announced more federal grant money will be available for the Lowcountry Rapid
Transit Line.

The $���,��� will be used to plan for transit-oriented development along its
proposed ��.�-mile route from downtown Charleston to Ladson, BCDCOG
announced in a news release on its website.

The funding from the US Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit
Administration will be applied to a second phase of transit-oriented development
planning, following an initial award in ����.

Phase two focuses on development of a strategic plan for implementing
development that includes a mix of commercial, residential, o�ce and
entertainment centered around or located near transit stations, the release says.

Organizers said in a statement that the funding will �ll the gap needed to employ
transit-oriented development tools developed in Phase �, including: infrastructure,
housing needs, �scal impacts and public engagement.

“Transit-oriented development along the LCRT line will enhance community
connections to food, jobs, education and healthcare,” said BCDCOG Executive
Director Ron Mitchum. “Walkable, mixed-used, vibrant and connected
communities are the clear vision of this e�ort.”

Moncks Corner calls for farmers market applications
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Attention farmers, vendors and food trucks: The town of Moncks Corner is
reminding all of those interested that it is time to register for The Moncks Corner
Farmers Market. Town o�cials said in a statement they are looking forward to the
���� Season.

The farmers market has been limited over the past couple of years due to the
pandemic as farmers and vendors have been struggling to sell their goods due to
closures. In ����, organizers are making e�orts to get back to normal by including
food trucks at the weekly event.

The market will run every Thursday from April to November from � p.m. to � p.m.
For information on how to register call ���-���-����.
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Greenwood County officials want to crack down on litter

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ ddominguez@indexjournal.com
Feb 7, 2022

Litterers, beware. Greenwood County officials are looking to crack down on people who

dump trash in this community.

At Tuesday’s county council meeting, Greenwood County’s elected officials shared their

frustrations over a continued litter problem, despite efforts to clean up and curb littering.

Despite best efforts to clean up and prevent litter, county council members said they’re frustrated by continued littering and w
explore significant fines for litterers to curb the issue.

DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ | INDEX-JOURNAL
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“We’ve talked about it, we’ve hired people, we’ve engaged law enforcement,” council

member Mark Allison said. “I don’t see any improvements. It just seems to keep spiraling

out of control.

“The only way I know you’re going to fix this problem, we’re going to have to start fining

people.”

Council Chairperson Chuck Moates said the county would have to hit people in their

pockets: no small fines, but hefty tickets. Council member Melissa Spencer said she’s

been a part of multiple litter cleanups, and had her own frustrations after seeing litter

build back up.

“It was really depressing to see, after a week of cleaning up, picking up over 20-

something bags of trash, ... to go back the next week and see it again,” she said.

Greenwood County created a litter prevention coordinator position in 2019 to help

organize clean-up efforts and spearhead prevention strategies. That job is now held by

Amber Nappier, who council member Theo Lane said is doing everything she can, but he

said council needed to step up enforcement efforts against the people who litter in the

first place.

“She’s doing, I think, all she can do, but the fact of the matter is the litter in this county is

a disgrace,” he said, “and it speaks poorly of many of our neighbors that they apparently

have adopted a culture that allows people to throw stuff out the window.”

Nappier has been splitting her focus between investigating littering complaints and

organizing prevention programs and clean-ups. She said when people call in complaints

of trash dumping, she tries to personally investigate and see what she can do. She picks

through the evidence to see if she can identify who dumped the garbage, then checks

nearby litter enforcement cameras to see if she can spot anyone driving through with that

garbage on them.

“It’s good networking that’s worked the best. There’s people in certain areas that will call

me when anything gets dumped,” she said.
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Nappier can’t ticket anyone, she’s not in charge of litter enforcement. But she said she

works with state Department of Natural Resources officials, code enforcement officers

and deputies to handle ticketing and talking with offenders.

She was recently awarded a $25,000 grant through PalmettoPride to help provide for a

two-person, part-time litter crew, and has applied for other grants including one for a

litter vacuum. She’s also working with city officials to educate residents about the ability

to place bulk items on their curbs for pickup within the city limits.

“We’re looking into educating the public where we can and then fining the people who do

not comply once educated,” she said.

Trash Time with Tara, regular litter cleanups organized by Tara Smith, has an event

targeting South Main Street next weekend, with details available on Facebook, while

Keep Greenwood County Beautiful is organizing a lake cleanup for March 12. Nappier

said people can reach out to the Greenwood County landfill for information on cleaning

up roads for the Adopt-a-Highway program by calling 864-942-8754.

Contact staff writer Damian Dominguez at 864-634-7548

or follow on Twitter

@IJDDOMINGUEZ.

https://www.facebook.com/events/623167635394633
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VIRGINIA

An independent, third-party firm is working with the department, as well

as Virginia State Police, to release findings to the public in four to six

weeks.

VIRGINIA, USA — The Virginia Department of Transportation has confirmed that an

independent, third-party firm is looking into the I-95 snowstorm shutdown that caused havoc

and left drivers pleading for some accountability from authorities. 

The firm, CNA, is working with the department, as well as the Virginia State Police and the

Virginia Department of Emergency Management to conduct the review.

VDOT confirmed that CNA has an existing contract with Virginia through the Virginia

Department of Emergency Management. The department said that the task order associated

with the review is more than $79,000. 

VDOT confirms review of response
to I-95 snowstorm shutdown

Author: Brielle Ashford (WUSA9)

Published: 5:25 PM EST February 7, 2022
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Thousands of drivers were stuck for 24 hours on the interstate on Jan. 4. In a briefing during

the disaster, former Gov. Ralph Northam said crews could not pretreat roads because of the

rain, and multiple tractor-trailers crashed. He said those and other factors caused a backup and

challenge to access stranded drivers.

VDOT officials said they had been warning drivers all day to stay off the route, but that some

from out of state might not have heard the warnings.

“It was crazy," driver in the Fredericksburg area of the interstate, Gary Griffin, said after finally

getting out of the gridlock. "It was just nobody there. And now we need to sort of point a few

fingers.”

Griffin was driving home to Alexandria from Fort Lee Monday morning after his 19-year-old son

was sworn in as a Coast Guard member.

“We got up 95 at about noon...started slowing down. And then it stopped. And it stayed

stopped. And there were no personnel, no VDOT vehicles, nothing,” he said. “We had a half a

tank left, so we would warm up the car and turn it off for 30-40 minutes and warm up the car

and turn it off," he said.

RELATED: Drivers stranded on I-95 for 24 hours call for accountability from governor, VDOT

VDOT said that the review’s findings will be publicly available once the firm completes it in six

to eight weeks.  

WUSA9 is now on Roku and Amazon Fire TVs. Download the apps today for live newscasts

and video on demand.

Download the WUSA9 app to get breaking news, weather and important stories at your

fingertips.
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