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Crucial missing piece of Mount Pleasant’s road network
approaches construction

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Mount Pleasant’s long-planned Hungryneck Corridor, sections of which are called Billy Swails Boulevard, currently has a

missing piece between Hamlin and Six Mile roads. Completing that piece would �nish a north-south road alternative to

U.S. Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road. File/Brad Ne�les/Sta�

���� ������� �����������������������.���

MOUNT PLEASANT — In an e�ort to keep up with tra�c problems associated
with rapid development, plans were formulated in the ����s for a third north-south
road through town, and now the �nal piece could be under construction in about a
year.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/David%20Slade
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Mount Pleasant’s population more than tripled since ����, to ��,��� in the ����
census, and residents have been clamoring for tra�c relief. Completion of what’s
known as the Hungryneck Corridor could help, although the missing road section is
just �.� miles long.

“I just wish they had done it sooner,” said Sharon Praete, a Brickyard Plantation
resident and mother of a teen driver.

The missing $��.� million section of road will run from Six Mile Road near Home
Depot to Hamlin Road near Jennie Moore Elementary School, connecting existing
but underutilized parts of the Hungryneck Corridor that have di�erent names — the
Sweetgrass Basket Parkway and Billy Swails Boulevard.

����

Widening I-��� from North Charleston to Mount Pleasant could cost ��B

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

https://www.postandcourier.com/news
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Unlike the �rst section of Hungryneck Boulevard, which was built through the
historic Black settlement community of Four Mile, the last section will not directly
impact homes or businesses and will mostly run across undeveloped wetlands.
When complete, the corridor would allow motorists to drive from Hamlin Road to
the on-ramp for Interstate ��� at U.S. Highway �� without making any turns, and
that’s expected to reduce tra�c on Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road.

MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD PLAN: The �nal section of Billy Swails Boulevard will complete a new north-south road through

Mount Pleasant, between U.S. Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road. (SOURCE: ESRI)

������� �������������

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/zoning-changes-in-mount-pleasant-to-allow-55-foot-hotel-next-to-historically-black-residential/article_cc3c3746-c882-11e6-b8a4-63d938899d41.html
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The new road section would run across the edge of a ���-acre undeveloped park
site that Mount Pleasant and the Charleston County Park and Recreation
Commission bought for $�� million in ����, using county greenbelt funds.

“There are all kinds of wildlife that exist in that area,” Chadbury Village resident
Carol King said at a public hearing on the project Tuesday in Mount Pleasant.

From Six Mile Road, the planned section of Billy Swails Boulevard would run
between the Chadbury Village and Pointe at Primus subdivisions, extending north
across the mostly wetland area to reach Hamlin Road. Along the way it would
intersect with a planned east-west connector road between Ri�e Range Road and
Highway �� that’s expected to be under construction this year.

The project is going through a �nal round of public comment in advance of a federal
decision on an environmental assessment. The time-consuming review process is
required because the federal government is expected to contribute $�� million —
more than two-thirds of the expected project cost.

https://www.postandcourier.com/archives/mount-pleasant-park-plan-proceeds-without-football-stadium/article_90dcbfa0-6c85-526e-b928-a7cc0bd8b1bb.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/charleston-county-council-approves-245-acre-mount-pleasant-land-buy/article_b3ced313-cbb4-5541-8ca5-2a32125857b6.html
https://www.tompsc.com/DocumentCenter/View/39800/Appendix-S-Chadbury_Villiage_HOA_Meeting_09102021


2/2/22, 9:29 AM Crucial missing piece of Mount Pleasant's road network approaches construction | News | postandcourier.com

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/crucial-missing-piece-of-mount-pleasants-road-network-approaches-construction/article_ff42f4d8-7ebf-11ec-8b2… 5/6

The road is planned as two unusually wide ��-foot lanes, allowing room for vehicles
and bicycles, plus a ��-foot multiuse path. The speed limit would be �� mph, and no
noise walls are planned.

Lawrence Rice of Six Mile Road said he’s glad to see the plan approaching
construction, but said he’s “worried that it will become a speedway.”

Detailed plans for the road project are available on Mount Pleasant’s website,
tompsc.com. There’s a form there to submit public comments through Feb. �, and
additional information about the project may be obtained by contacting Deputy
Engineering and Development Services Director Paul Lykins at ���-���-���� or
PLykins@tompsc.com.

In addition to easing tra�c on existing roads, the new section of Billy Swails
Parkway is expected to improve drainage in the area, and particularly on the north
side of subdivisions along Six Mile Road. Currently, much of that area’s stormwater
�ows into a ditch that’s a historic site known as the Christ Church Civil War Line,
and it doesn’t drain well according to town o�cials.

The proposed �nal section of Billy Swails Boulevard and a new connector road between Ri�e Range Road and U.S. Highway

�� are shown in this image from a Mount Pleasant presentation. Provided

����

New Mount Pleasant road connecting U.S. Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road

moving forward

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

���� ������

SC communities try creative solutions to challenges of rapid population

growth

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

https://www.tompsc.com/1034/Billy-Swails-Boulevard-4B
http://tompsc.com/
https://www.tompsc.com/DocumentCenter/View/40225/0_BSB_PH_comment_sheet-1
mailto:PLykins@tompsc.com
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David Slade is a senior Post and Courier reporter. His work has been honored nationally by Society of

Professional Journalists, American Society of Newspaper Editors, Scripps foundation and others. Reach

him at ���-���-���� or dslade@postandcourier.com

The road plan would redirect drainage to a large existing pond within the town’s
undeveloped park property, then eventually under Ri�e Range Road and out to
Hamlin Sound, Lykins said.

“We’re going to push hard to get it ready for bids by the end of this year,” said Lykins.

There are still plenty of reviews and approvals remaining — the federal
environmental assessment, Army Corps of Engineers wetlands permitting, S.C.
Department of Transportation right-of-way permits, and the town’s design review
process — but if all goes as planned, construction could start in the spring of ����.

����

����M Highway �� ‘compromise’ road plan approved by Charleston County

Council

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

Reach David Slade at ���-���-����. Follow him on Twitter @DSladeNews.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/David%20Slade
https://www.postandcourier.com/news
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/148m-highway-41-compromise-road-plan-approved-by-charleston-county-council/article_569ee278-0503-11ec-b3c3-a37333887d62.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/148m-highway-41-compromise-road-plan-approved-by-charleston-county-council/article_569ee278-0503-11ec-b3c3-a37333887d62.html
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https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-charleston-should-lead-on-making-its-suburbs-more-
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Editorial: Charleston should lead on making its suburbs more
walkable. Here’s how.

�� ��� ��������� �����

��� �, ����

This part of Folly Road, where a sidewalk abruptly stops, is one of several such areas between Maybank Highway and

Harborview Road. It’s indicative of the lack of a�ention historically given to sidewalks both on James Island and in West

Ashley. Robert Behre/Sta�

�� ������ ����� ���������������������.���

It was one of the last — and therefore possibly least noticed — points that
Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg made in his State of the City address last
month: “I’ll be asking City Council to appropriate an additional $� million from our

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/RobertBehre
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federal relief funds to build new and repair existing sidewalks in residential areas
throughout the city.”

We urge him and City Council to run with it. And we encourage interested property
owners and neighborhood leaders to �gure out how this could bene�t them and
make their particular part of the city more walkable.

A major push to extend and repair sidewalks is a long-overdue idea and one that
could make the city’s suburban areas more livable, help ease future tra�c
congestion, reduce emissions and improve pedestrian safety. It also would mark an
important step toward ful�lling the vision laid out in the city’s master plan for West
Ashley, which mentions sidewalks at least �� times.

Charleston had sidewalks along nearly all of its streets until the ����s, when the city
began expanding its limits across the Ashley River into the new suburbs springing
up there. Most of these neighborhoods were laid out and built while they were
governed by the county, which had laxer rules than the city. They also were built
during the height of America’s love a�air with the car. Larger lots meant greater
distances and less likelihood that anyone would want to walk places. And if they did
opt to walk, the earliest residents would encounter only a fraction of the tra�c they
would confront today.

Fortunately, city planners recognized this problem years ago, and most new
developments now include sidewalks. Still, there is much work to be done to �ll the
gaps created years ago. Many suburban streets lack sidewalks, and previous e�orts
to �x that problem have been sporadic, spotty and slow. It’s time to change that, and
$� million from the city’s share of COVID-�� relief represents a promising start.

The mayor and City Council must work with neighborhood leaders and property
owners to ensure that money is spent in the optimal places. This is the hard part,
and it’s the part that’s also begun. For instance, some residential streets arguably are
quiet enough — they serve relatively few properties and have little tra�c — that
they might not need sidewalks. And residents and property owners there could be
forgiven for not wanting them. The greater need may be on busier streets that
connect neighborhoods.
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For instance, Folly Road on James Island has been the subject of much planning
and discussion about ways to promote bike and pedestrian safety. But while the
ReThink Folly plan has been written, changes on the ground have been relatively
few; vast stretches of Folly still lack sidewalks, partly because the road winds
through several local government jurisdictions and coordination can be hard. We
applaud Charleston County for its longstanding policy to require property owners to
add sidewalks in new developments, even if there are no adjoining sidewalks to
connect to. This has to start somewhere, and new development, or signi�cant
redevelopment, is an opportunity not to be passed up.

The city’s approach could be similar to its new policy for working with
neighborhoods to bury power lines; both involve construction and rights-of-way
issues. The city should designate a sta� member to shepherd requests through the
process from conception to completion. Instead of trying to tackle entire
neighborhoods or long stretches of road in one project, it might make sense to break
e�orts into smaller chunks; retro�tting a single block could be done quickly and still
make a di�erence.

Adding sidewalks and repairing existing ones is not the biggest challenge facing
Charleston, and Mr. Tecklenburg was right to focus his State of the City address
primarily on steps to address �ooding, improve public safety and promote more
a�ordable housing. But Charleston should be expected to make progress on all that
and smaller initiatives, too.

If Charleston handles this $� million sidewalk plan well, that could create political
momentum for further such work. And that’s exactly what will be needed if the city
ultimately wants a robust sidewalk network in and around all its neighborhoods,
from Johns Island to Cainhoy.

That will take time, but the later the city starts, the longer it will take.

���� �����������

Charleston mayor pushes spending for cameras, �ood projects, housing in State of the City

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/charleston-mayor-pushes-spending-for-cameras-flood-projects-housing-in-state-of-the-city/article_6872ff5c-7e0c-11ec-93ba-cf229528c921.html
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Editorial: Great Folly tree massacre provides a teachable moment — even beyond the
beach

Charleston wants to make it easier to bury power lines and save the city’s tree canopy
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LOCAL NEWS

Cyclist says loose re�ectors on Lowcountry roads
could be a hazard

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – A North Charleston man has been picking up

loose re�ectors that have been littering Lowcountry roads as he rides to work on his

bike for nearly a year.

by: Raymond Owens

Posted: Feb 1, 2022 / 04:11 PM EST / Updated: Feb 1, 2022 / 04:11 PM EST

There are 3 areas with 1 active weather alert.WEATHER ALERTS /

50°

https://www.counton2.com/news/local-news/
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https://www.counton2.com/weather/
https://www.counton2.com/
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They can become hazards or projectiles on Lowcountry roads.

In just eight months of riding his bike the 10 miles between his home in Park Circle

and the bike shop he works at in Mount Pleasant, Martin Blanchard said he’s picked

up about 220 of the re�ectors.

“It seems like every day I ride I’ll pick up another �ve or six,” he said. “I ride this

three days a week to work along this route – along Spruill, Meeting to Morrison

Drive,” he said.

He would like the South Carolina Department of Transportation to make some

changes.

“I think visiting alternatives and maybe not using so many of these. There are other

types at the below-grade, and as I said, I say rumble strips are a good solution,” he

said.

News 2 reached out to SCDOT about the issue. They said the re�ectors are called

raised pavement markers, or RPMs. Their local maintenance of�ce inspects roads

each year to see where markers may need to be replaced.

SCDOT leaders said the markers can accidentally come off when road sweepers or

ice scraping takes place. As far as installing them into the road, that is cost-

prohibitive and SCDOT would still have to dig them out and replace them when they

break, which would cost a lot of money.

Blanchard said he understands the need for the re�ectors, but he wishes there was a

better option available.

“I enjoy riding. Like I said, I do have a vehicle- I am paying the same taxes and fees

everyone else is. I’m just a cyclist. I did drive and I understand both sides of the

equation,” he said.

If you have issues that you feel SCDOT should address, you can visit them online

here.

50°

https://www.scdot.org/projects/public-involvement-portal.aspx#navbar5
https://www.counton2.com/weather/
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Last week was the 3rd week of the 2022 legislative session.  There
are 15 legislative weeks remaining before the General Assembly is
scheduled to adjourn on May 12, 2022.  Here are the highlights
from last week’s action in the Senate:

Certificate of Need – The Senate passed S.290, a bill that would
repeal the Certificate of Need process for health care facilities and
equipment.  As I mentioned last week, South Carolina law
currently requires medical entities to establish a need before
constructing most medical facilities (nursing homes, hospitals,
surgical centers, and others), beginning new programs
(cardiology, for instance), and purchasing some capital equipment

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 2/1/22
By admin on February 1, 2022 · No Comment
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(MRI machines, for example).  To establish that need, the medical
entity must apply to the Department of Health and Environmental
Control (DHEC), receive a favorable certificate of need from
DHEC, and then outlast lawsuits that come from the medical
entity’s competitors.  By repealing the Certificate of Need
requirement, I hope South Carolinians will have access to more
health care options, see more competition, and, consequently, see
lower health care costs.  The bill will now go to the House of
Representatives.

Real Estate Appraisers – The Senate discussed and
passed H.3255, a bill that would update licensure requirements
for Real Estate appraisers.  Since the Senate amended the bill, it
will not go back to the House to consider the Senate’s changes.

Medical Marijuana – The Senate began discussion on S.150, a
bill that would authorize the use of edible medical marijuana in
certain situations.  The bill would not allow smokable marijuana,
even for medical purposes.  The Senate will continue debate this
week.

Last Week’s Meetings
On Wednesday, I participated in a panel with South Carolina
Realtors to discuss issues facing South Carolina.

On Friday, I spoke with an impressive group of young Republicans
and Democrats at River Bluff High School.  I enjoyed – and was
inspired by – the conversation from the joint meeting.

On Friday, I attended a ribbon cutting and opening for Langley
Dam park.  This is an impressive park with lots of playground
equipment and water activities.

Constituent Interests
SCDOT ROAD PROJECTS – SCDOT has an interactive map to
allow citizens to see the road and bridge projects going on around
the state. You can see that map here.

How is the gas tax being used? – SCDOT’s website allows you
to view a detailed revenue statement and project list that is funded
by the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund (IMTF). SCDOT

https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-j/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-t/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-i/
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updates this site monthly as the revenue comes in. You can see
that report here.

WANT TO SEE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN
ACTION? – The Senate meets in statewide session on Tuesdays
at 2:00, Wednesdays at 12:00, and Thursdays at 11:00.
Committees and subcommittees meet Tuesday mornings,
Wednesday mornings, and Thursday mornings. You can watch
live coverage of the Senate, House of Representatives, and
committees here.

OUR SENATE DISTRICT – Senate District 25 consists of all of
Edgefield County and parts of Aiken, Lexington, McCormick, and
Saluda Counties. If you’d like to see the district map, go here.

Beginning with the 2024 election, Senate District 25 will include
all of Edgefield and McCormick Counties and parts of Aiken,
Lexington, and Saluda Counties.  You can see the new district,
effective in 2024, here.

VOTING RECORD – If   you’d like to see how I’ve voted on
issues, go here. You can always check to see how I vote by going
to my website, www.senatormassey.com, and clicking on the
“Voting Record” tab.

SPEAKING WITH GROUPS – Several groups, clubs, and
classes around our Senate district have invited me to attend their
meetings and provide legislative updates. If you would like for me
to come speak with your group, please let me know. 

EMAIL UPDATES  – If you know of people in or around District
25 who do not receive my updates but would like to get them,
please email their names and email addresses to me. You can also
forward this  email to them and encourage them to sign up for the
updates at www.senatormassey.com.

Sincerely,

Shane Massey

https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-d/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-h/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-k/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-u/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-o/
https://blast.pushdigital.com/t/r-l-truldhjl-idkltdkljk-x/
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Contact InformationAddress: 
P.O. Box 551 
Edgefield, SC  29824Email: 
shanemassey@scsenate.govCellphone: 
(803) 480-0419
P.S. To stay up-to-date on all the latest happening in Columbia,
please visit www.senatormassey.com for more posts, news, and
video updates. Also, fell free to “friend” me on Facebook
(@senatormassey) and follow me on Twitter (@shanemassey) for
more!
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News Release

Update on SC Department of Transportation Plans for Toll
Booth Removal and Road Improvements on the Cross Island
Parkway
February 1, 2022

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has announced its plans for removal of the toll booths from the Sol Blatt
Jr. Cross Island Parkway and improvements that will be made to road.

SCDOT entered a $12.7 million contract with APAC Atlantic, Inc., a Savannah, Georgia, firm for work to be done as part of the Cross
Island Parkway toll conversion. In addition to removal of the toll canopy and booths, the conversion project includes pavement
removal, pavement reconstruction and resurfacing, and signage and striping along the parkway and ramps from U.S. 278 Business
to the Charles Fraser Bridge.  Removal of the toll plaza is expected to be completed this spring and the remaining work is expected
to be completed by the end of 2022.

Currently, the contractor and SCDOT plans to limit work to evening hours. There will be no lane closures during the daytime or on
state and federal holidays and other designated days. Additionally, there will be no lane closures from April 8 through April 20, to
avoid impacts to the upcoming PGA RBC Heritage Golf Tournament. The 54th annual tournament takes place from April 11 through
April 17 at Harbour Town in Sea Pines.

SCDOT officially stopped collecting toll for the Cross Island Parkway on June 30, 2021. For more information about the toll
conversion project, visit www.scdot.org/business/cross-island-parkway-us278.aspx.

Contact 
Carolyn Grant, Communications Director 
  843-341-4618 
 CarolynG@hiltonheadislandsc.gov

View More News
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ADVERTISEMENT

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - South Carolina’s Department of Transportation is asking for input from the public regarding multiple bridge projects
across the state.

Through the Closed and Load Restricted Bridge Program and Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, SCDOT is looking to replace and repair
bridges across the state, and three of those bridges are in Charleston County.

The department plans to replace the bridges at Swinton Creek and Simmons Creek, as well as repairs to the Highway 17 Ashley River bridge.

The Simmons Creek Bridge is currently load restricted and at the end of its usable life, according to SCDOT. The replacement will correct structural
deficiencies in the bridge.

ADVERTISEMENT

The bridge replacement project is part of SCDOT’s 10-Year Plan to improve the quality of the state’s roads and bridges. This is the fourth year of the
plan and SCDOT says they are ahead of schedule in their plan to make rural roads safer, replace and repair bridges and more.

Click here for more information on how you can comment on the project.

During last week’s Commission meeting, they approved a public comment period for the proposed bridge projects. The public can amend the
program to include the preliminary engineering, right of way and construction phases of work for the projects.

They are taking comments until Feb. 21.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.

SCDOT looking for public input regarding statewide bridge
projects

By Bryce Jacquot and Lauren Quinlan
Published: Feb. 1, 2022 at 6:45 AM EST | Updated: 17 hours ago
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CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

SCDOT seeking public input on I-526 Long Point Road,
Wando Port Interchange Project

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – The South Carolina Department of Transportation

(SCDOT) is requesting community input on the I-526 Long Point/Wando Port

by: Dianté Gibbs

Posted: Jan 31, 2022 / 04:08 PM EST / Updated: Jan 31, 2022 / 04:08 PM EST
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Interchange Project in Charleston County.

Until February 21, SCDOT opened a public comment period for locals to provide

input on the I-526 Long Point/Wando Port Interchange Project’s phases which

include preliminary engineering, right-of-way, and construction.

The Long Point Road interchange is a channel for major freight traf�c connected

with the Wando Terminal at the West end of Long Point Road. The I-526 Long Point

Road/Wando Port Interchange Project sees to improve operations of the

interchange and increase capacity.

Preliminary engineering of the project is expected to begin in 2022 and will cost

about $5 million while the right-of-way acquisition is planned for 2023, and is

estimated to cost around $20 million, according to SCDOT.

The I-526 Long Point Road/Wando Port Interchange Project has an estimated

completion date between 2024 and 2026, with the project costing about $125 million

I-526 Long Point Road/Wando Terminal Interchange Project location | Via SCDOT
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to complete.

Comments can be submitted here, emailed to covingtovf@scdot.org, or mailed to

Public Involvement Manager Viola Covington, 955 Park Street, P.O. Box 191,

Columbia, SC 29202.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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LOCAL NEWS

SCDOT using federal funds to repair and replace
bridges

SPARTANBURG COUNTY, S.C. (WSPA) – The Biden Administration released billions

in federal funding to repair bridges across the county. The South Carolina

by: Alessandra Young

Posted: Jan 31, 2022 / 11:33 PM EST / Updated: Jan 31, 2022 / 11:37 PM EST
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Department of Transportation says they’re focusing on 465 bridges across the state.

Of�cials said some projects have already begun, like the replacement project on

Business 85 in Spartanburg County.

Repairing bridges in not a new project for the SCDOT. Justin Powell, with the

SCDOT, said this has been years in the making.

He said the Bridge Bill passed in 2017 increased funding tremendously. Which helped

the SCDOT create their 10-Year Plan, part of which focuses on the bridge system.

Powell said these new funds will only advance their process.

“Within the Federal Infrastructure Bill, there is speci�cally $54 million, per year,

coming to South Carolina over the next 5 years. Speci�cally, for bridge work,” said

Powell.

He said the DOT inspects all 8,000 publicly accessed bridges across the state every 2

years to determine which bridges need to be replaced or repaired. He says they

reassess the weight limits on bridges, which they call “low posting.”

“So, our focus right now is addressing our low postings on our primary route

system, which are US route roads, SC route roads, and then a smaller number on

our secondary road system. And that’s really to focus on those roads that have the

highest amounts of truck traf�c,” he said.

Powell said projects like replacing the bridge between Pelham Road and the I-

385/85 interchange have begun, and there’s more planned for the Upstate.

“SC 9 over Lake Bowen is one of them. That’s up towards Boiling Springs. SC 146

over the Enoree River, that is between Greenville and Spartanburg,” said Powell.

He said each project’s cost as timeline is different, but they always take traf�c

control and management into consideration. Powell said they’ve already addressed

217 bridges that are under construction or completed in 4 and a half years into their

10-Year Plan.

37°
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NEWS

Ask Angelia: Who do I contact about
damaged road signs?

Published 6:30 a.m. ET Feb. 2, 2022

Question: In the recent ice and snow, cars sliding off the road have damaged several road
signs along Stallings Road. These include a speed limit sign and weight limits for a bridge.
Is there a place to report these so that they can be fixed?

 Answer: If Stallings Road is maintained by the state, you can call the South Carolina
Department of Transportation's customer service center at 855-467-2368, Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The customer service agent can determine if the road is maintained by SCDOT or if it’s a
local road, according to DOT spokesperson Pete Poore. If it is a state road, the agent will
report it to the appropriate SCDOT County Maintenance Office, according to Poore.

If the road is maintained by the county, the number to call is 864-467-7016, according to Bob
Mihalic, Greenville County coordinator of governmental affairs.

Here's how to determine road ownership and maintenance, according to Greenville County.

The following labels reflect which agency maintains any given road:

County Road = A‐R followed by a four digit number: (J0029)
Private Road = A‐R followed by PD followed by number: (D‐PD‐3) Private roads are the
responsibility of the HOA or property owners that adjoin the roadway.
State Road = S‐23‐#, SF‐23‐#, SC‐#, US‐#, I‐#: (S‐23‐570), (SF‐23‐1130), (SC‐101), (US‐
25), (I‐385)
City of Greenville =(GV)
City of Greer = (GR)
City of Mauldin = (MD)

Angelia L. Davis

Greenville News

https://www.greenvilleonline.com/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/news/
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City of Fountain Inn = (FI)
City of Simpsonville = (SV)
City of Travelers Rest = (TR)
SD = Subdivision road that is still under construction and will be accepted into the
County’s inventory. These roads are the responsibility of the developer. All concerns
should be referred to Greenville County Land Development at 467‐4610.
Unknown = Additional research is needed to determine ownership of the road

Do you have a question you want answered? Send it to me at
davisal@gannett.com or via mail to Angelia Davis, 32 E. Broad St., Greenville,
SC 29601.



Democracy Dies in Darkness

‘The mother lode’: Cities and counties across America

clamor for slice of new infrastructure funds

Municipalities are hiring lobbyists to secure funding even as the Biden administration tries to make the money
more accessible

Listen to article 12 min

By Yeganeh Torbati, Jonathan O'Connell and Tony Romm 

Yesterday at 6:00 a.m. EST

Over the past decade, the small coastal city of Largo, Fla., has borrowed tens of millions of dollars from the state, partly

to build piecemeal protections against rising sea waters that threaten flooding and major damage to the community,

which sits squarely between the Gulf of Mexico and Tampa Bay.

It hasn’t been enough: A recent budget enumerated nearly $77 million in unfunded projects, including protecting an

industrial site from hurricane damage and paving with materials that better absorb water.

And so last year, as members of Congress debated a historic infrastructure bill that would fund hundreds of billions of

dollars’ worth of new spending on roads, bridges, pipes, ports and Internet connections across the country, Largo

officials did something they had never done before: They hired lobbyists in Washington to advocate on their behalf.

“I know the term ‘lobbyist’ does not have a real good ring to it,” said Jamie Robinson, a Largo city commissioner. “But I

think done strategically, it’s a great opportunity for us.”

Across the country, from the Tampa Bay area to rural California, municipalities are gearing up to vie for billions of

dollars that will be handed out by the Department of Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency and other

parts of the federal government.

The money dwarfs past federal spending on infrastructure and represents a unique opportunity for cities, counties and

states to scramble for influence in the nation’s capital, where years of clamoring for infrastructure spending have

finally yielded a windfall.

On Monday, the White House published a 465-page guidebook that explains the different pots of money available to

communities, along with a data file meant to allow applicants to quickly learn about available programs by searching

by name, funding amount, geographic area, agency or other fields.

“The whole point is you should not have to hire a lobbyist to access your government,” Mitch Landrieu, the former

mayor of New Orleans who was tapped by President Biden to oversee infrastructure spending, said in an interview

Sunday. “This book makes a really strenuous effort to make sure that people that don’t have access can actually get it

because now they have knowledge.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/yeganeh-torbati/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jonathan-oconnell/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/tony-romm/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf


Still, a broad range of communities have decided that they are better off hiring help to make their case. Largo tapped

Ballard Partners, a firm with deep Florida roots that built up its Washington practice during the Trump years and has

added staff with Democratic ties in the Biden era. Largo is paying Ballard $180,000 for a three-year contract,

according to bid documents. The firm registered to represent Largo just two days after Biden signed the $1.2 trillion

infrastructure package into law in mid-November, according to lobbying records.

“You can never say never, but the reality probably is that this is the mother lode of funding for probably the next seven,

eight, nine, 10 years,” said Richard Spees, a lobbyist at Akerman LLP, a firm hired by Alameda, Calif., and Orlando,

among other cities. “So you miss the boat on this one, you’re out.”

The new federal spending also represents a boon for Washington’s lobbyists: Many municipalities have concluded that

to have the best chance at the funds, they need outside expertise to help them tailor their applications and gather

support from local lawmakers.

“We’ve never seen spending packages like this before, and so that in and of itself creates a natural demand,” said Ana

Cruz, a lobbyist at Ballard Partners who is advocating for Largo.

More than 1,000 municipal entities spent some $49.9 million on federal lobbyists in the last half of 2021 — the months

when the infrastructure bill was nearing passage and directly afterward — according to data tracked by OpenSecrets.

That’s about 7 percent higher than the $46.7 million that municipal entities spent in the same period of 2020, when

cities were desperate for economic relief from the havoc caused by the pandemic. But that 2021 number may

understate the increased demand for lobbyists, because contracts signed near the end of the year, like Largo’s with

Ballard, are not reflected in the dollar figure.

And federal agencies have just barely started the work of getting the money out the door, with some grant applications

expected to open in the coming weeks. Lobbying by cities and towns is expected to be just as intense at the state level,

because much of the new funds will be allocated to state governments to dole out.

“There’s more money than there’s ever been for infrastructure,” said Susan H. Lent, a lobbyist and lawyer at Akin

Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld. Lent said she has been fielding inquiries from municipalities and companies recently,

many of them wondering about how to apply for the numerous grant, loan and tax credit programs in the bill.

“We’re getting a lot of questions and a lot of interest. ‘What is this program? What are the strings attached?’ There is a

lot interest from folks seeing this law and wondering what the opportunities are,” she said.

More than 160 of the over 1,000 municipal entities that hired federal lobbyists last year had not hired them in 2020,

according to the OpenSecrets data, and the number of municipal entities with federal lobbyists was more than in any

year since 2012.

“Municipal entities have always had an interest in how billions of dollars doled out by Congress get spent, but

especially so with Biden’s focus on infrastructure,” said Dan Auble, an OpenSecrets senior researcher.

One big reason that cities are scrambling to secure the cash: Even though the bipartisan law means the federal

government will be spending more than it has on infrastructure in decades, it still won’t be nearly enough to cover

everything that needs repairing or rebuilding. A 2021 estimate by the American Society of Civil Engineers found a 10-

year infrastructure investment gap of $2.6 trillion. That means there will be far more viable projects across the country

than funding for them all.

“The need is huge, and it’s larger than it should be, frankly, because we’ve had such a period of all bark and no bite, a

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-poised-to-sign-12-trillion-infrastructure-bill-fulfilling-campaign-promise-and-notching-achievement-that-eluded-trump/2021/11/15/1b69f9a6-4638-11ec-b8d9-232f4afe4d9b_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_16
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lot of people talking infrastructure and not doing much about it,” said Rep. David E. Price (D-N.C.), the leader of a top

spending panel in the House focused on transportation and infrastructure.

The mainstay is the roughly $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure law, which is setting in motion what is likely to be a

years-long effort to parcel out the money and bring long-stalled public-works projects to fruition.

But that is not the only money at stake. Democrats are still debating the fate of their roughly $2 trillion Build Back

Better bill, which includes proposals for other infrastructure improvements in areas such as climate change. And

lawmakers could set aside additional sums for infrastructure spending as part of their discussions to fund the

government for the remainder of the fiscal year. If they can reach a long-term deal — with a Feb. 18 funding deadline

fast approaching — it could include roughly $10 billion in earmarks, many of which would encompass infrastructure

“There is going to be more money available, and it is going to be competitive,” Price said. “And so however they can

manage it, states, localities [and] eligible applicants are going to have to pursue that money — and they will need to pay

some attention to making the case effectively.”

Sensing an opportunity, city leaders in Annapolis, Md., tasked their trio of Washington lobbyists last year to focus their

time and attention on bringing some of the new federal funds back home.

The coastal city has long struggled with flooding in its historical district, as rising tides from the nearby Chesapeake

Bay spill over from the docks into the tourist-heavy areas not far from the Maryland State House. But the problem has

grown “persistently worse” in recent years as a result of climate change, said David Jarrell, the city manager, who said

that Annapolis on its own has “not been able to afford the proper permanent measures” to address the problem.

To cover the estimated $60 million price tag of new sea walls, drainage systems and other improvements, Jarrell said,

the city is hoping to capture a grant or other assistance from the federal infrastructure law.

Annapolis already has looked to existing state and federal funds to pay for parts of the project. But Jarrell said those

sources have provided only “dribbles and drabbles.”

“We see this infrastructure bill as very fortuitous for us to try to close the gap,” he said.

On the opposite side of the country, Patrick Blacklock detected a similar opportunity afoot. The leader of the Rural

County Representatives of California, a trade group representing 38 such governments, said that his organization had

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/08/10/senate-infrastructure-bill-what-is-in-it/?itid=lk_inline_manual_37
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County Representatives of California, a trade group representing 38 such governments, said that his organization had

picked up the pace on its advocacy as the “growing backlog for infrastructure projects seemingly has grown

exponentially.”

There are needs to upgrade water systems, improve sewage and draining, and deliver high-speed Internet access to

parts of the state that still lack affordable, viable options. So the group has tasked its small collection of Washington

lobbyists to ensure that its members, too, can snag a piece of the generous federal pie.

“We now have the rare opportunity to obtain some funding,” Blacklock said earlier this month.

Already, Blacklock said, the group has held conversations with the Department of Transportation on the issue of

electric vehicles — hoping to make sure that a new push to install charging stations nationwide doesn’t leave counties

behind. In taking a more active posture, he said, the rural counties are seeking to remedy what they view as a

“competitive disadvantage” against larger cities and counties more readily equipped to capture Washington’s attention

— and cash.

“The urban communities are just farther ahead in this world of EV infrastructure,” he said. “In that paradigm, these

moneys will flow straight past the rural communities, and not because they don’t want or need it, but because they

don’t have the resources to grab it.”

Lobbyists said in interviews that while it is still early in the funding process, they are busy helping their municipal

clients parse dense legislative text and regulatory notices to determine which of their infrastructure needs may fit well

with the priorities of Congress and the Biden administration. Biden officials, for instance, have signaled that they will

look more favorably on projects that incorporate climate resiliency and equity for marginalized communities, several

lobbyists said.

“You’re beginning to see an emphasis on climate change and equity and investment in neighborhoods that maybe

haven’t been invested in previously,” said Jeffrey Brooks, a partner at Adams and Reese in D.C., who is representing a

swath of municipalities in Alabama and Louisiana.

In December EPA Administrator Michael Regan wrote to governors to urge them to push grants toward

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-12/governors-bil-letter-final-508.pdf


In December, EPA Administrator Michael Regan wrote to governors to urge them to push grants toward

“disadvantaged communities” and said the agency would provide technical assistance to help those communities apply

for funds.

“Rather than a business as usual approach, we are partnering with governors to truly direct resources to the

communities that need them the most,” Regan said in a statement to The Washington Post. “Finally we are offering

assistance to communities to ensure they can participate effectively in the process.”

Once municipalities identify projects for which they want to obtain grants, well-connected lobbyists can help them by

mustering support from local members of Congress, as well as nearby towns and cities, to demonstrate the broad

backing of a potential project.

That help and expertise often comes at a cost of $10,000 or more per month, which can stretch even moderately well-

off municipal budgets.

“A majority of cities in America, they would find a challenge in hiring D.C. lobbyists,” said Clarence Anthony, chief

executive of the National League of Cities, which positions itself as a Washington advocate for small and large

communities. He urged federal agencies to provide technical assistance to applicants, as well as simplified applications

for the more modest grants for which smaller communities are likely to apply.

A Department of Transportation spokeswoman said the agency plans to provide technical assistance and webinars

targeted for rural, tribal and disadvantaged communities, as well as “debriefs” for unsuccessful grant applicants so they

can improve their submissions.

“We recognize and see people that have not been recognized and seen for a long time by their government, and we

know where they are,” Landrieu said, pointing specifically to coal country, the Black Belt region of the South and tribal

communities as places that have been overlooked in the past but could benefit from the new funding. “We understand

that they have capacity problems, which is why we want to find a way to give them a road map.”

Cities that have hired lobbyists view it as an investment that could pay back many times over. Houston has repeatedly

benefited from large transportation programs after hiring Akin Gump, one of D.C.’s best-known lobbying firms,

beginning in 2004. Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner (D) recently called for a “new paradigm” — a shift away from the

region’s heavy reliance on highways, which will require additional funding for pedestrian, bicycle and rail

infrastructure.

“You cannot show up with a knife to a gunfight,” said Bill Kelly, Houston’s director of government relations. “You really

have to show up with your story straight, with your ask straight, with your strategy straight.”
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US road deaths rise at record pace as
risky driving persists
The government has reported that U.S. trafc deaths surged in the rst nine
months of 2021 to 31,720, keeping up a record pace of increased dangerous
driving during the pandemic

By  HOPE YEN Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- The number of U.S. traffic deaths surged in the first nine
months of 2021 to 31,720, the government reported Tuesday, keeping up a
record pace of increased dangerous driving during the coronavirus
pandemic.

The estimated figure of people dying in motor vehicle crashes from
January to September 2021 was 12% higher than the same period in 2020.
That represents the highest percentage increase over a nine-month period
since the Transportation Department began recording fatal crash data in
1975.
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The tally of 31,720 deaths was the highest nine-month figure since 2006.

Federal data from the department's National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration showed that traffic fatalities increased during the nine-
month period in 38 states, led by those in the West and South such as Idaho,
Nevada and Texas, and was flat in two states. The numbers declined in 10
states and the District of Columbia.

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has pledged help and released a
new national strategy last week aimed at reversing the trend, which he calls
a crisis. He told The Associated Press last week that his department over the
next two years will provide federal guidance as well as billions in grants
under President Joe Biden's new infrastructure law to spur states and
localities to lower speed limits and embrace safer road design such as
dedicated bike and bus lanes, better lighting and crosswalks. The strategy
also urges the use of speed cameras, which the department says could
provide more equitable enforcement than police traffic stops.

Buttigieg cited as well safety benefits under the infrastructure law by
building out alternative modes of travel to cars such as rail and public
transit, “if only because every other mode of transportation is safer.”

NHTSA also plans to move forward on rulemaking to require automatic
emergency braking in all new passenger vehicles, and set new standards on
car safety performance by emphasizing crash-avoidance features such as
lane-keeping assistance, though no firm deadlines were set for action.

Traffic deaths began to spike in 2019. NHTSA has blamed reckless driving
behavior for increases during the pandemic, citing behavioral research
showing that speeding and traveling without a seat belt have been higher.
Before 2019, the number of fatalities had fallen for three straight years.

Traffic deaths for the first nine months of the year are now up almost 33%
over the past decade as auto safety advocates urge action by NHTSA to
implement safety rules ordered by Congress, such as rear seat belt
reminders, that are years overdue. Nearly 7,800 more people died from
January through September in 2021 compared with figures from 2011,
according to government estimates.

“People make mistakes, but human mistakes don’t always have to be lethal.
In a well-designed system, safety measures make sure that human
fallibility does not lead to human fatalities,” Buttigieg said Tuesday in a
statement. “That’s what we will be doing for America’s roads with the
National Roadway Safety Strategy and the safe system approach that it
embraces.”

Jonathan Adkins, executive director of the Governors Highway Safety
Association, which represents state safety offices, described the latest

https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/TSA
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figures as a “nightmare” but said the Biden administration appears to be
taking the right approach on broad safety fixes.

“We’ve got to do more of what works. Traffic enforcement has got to be part
of the solution," he said. "But we’ve got to look at how we build roads. We’ve
got to look at the whole system.”

———

AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher in Detroit contributed to this report.
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