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ADVERTISEMENT

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - South Carolina’s Department of Transportation is asking for input from the public regarding multiple bridge projects
across the state.

Through the Closed and Load Restricted Bridge Program and the statewide transportation improvement program, SCDOT is looking to replace and
repair bridges across the state, and three of those bridges are in Charleston County.

The department plans to replace the bridges at Swinton Creek and Simmons Creek, as well as repairs to the Highway 17 Ashley River bridge.

The Simmons Creek Bridge is currently load restricted and at the end of its usable life, according to SCDOT. The replacement will correct structural
deficiencies in the bridge.
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The bridge replacement project is part of SCDOT’s 10-Year Plan to improve the quality of the state’s roads and bridges.

Click here for more information on how you can comment on the project.

During last week’s Commission meeting, they approved a public comment period for the proposed bridge projects. The public can amend the
program to include the preliminary engineering, right of way and construction phases of work for the projects.

SCDOT says they are ahead of schedule in their plan to make rural roads safer, replace and repair bridges and more.

ADVERTISEMENT

They are taking comments until Feb. 21.

Copyright 2022 WCSC. All rights reserved.
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – The South Carolina Department of Transportation

(SCDOT) is requesting community input on the I-526 Long Point/Wando Port

by: Dianté Gibbs

Posted: Jan 31, 2022 / 04:08 PM EST / Updated: Jan 31, 2022 / 04:08 PM EST ✕
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Interchange Project in Charleston County.

Until February 21, SCDOT opened a public comment period for locals to provide

input on the I-526 Long Point/Wando Port Interchange Project’s phases which

include preliminary engineering, right-of-way, and construction.

The Long Point Road interchange is a channel for major freight traf�c connected

with the Wando Terminal at the West end of Long Point Road. The I-526 Long Point

Road/Wando Port Interchange Project sees to improve operations of the

interchange and increase capacity.

Preliminary engineering of the project is expected to begin in 2022 and will cost

about $5 million while the right-of-way acquisition is planned for 2023, and is

estimated to cost around $20 million, according to SCDOT.

The I-526 Long Point Road/Wando Port Interchange Project has an estimated

completion date between 2024 and 2026, with the project costing about $125 million

I-526 Long Point Road/Wando Terminal Interchange Project location | Via SCDOT

✕
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to complete.

Comments can be submitted here, emailed to covingtovf@scdot.org, or mailed to

Public Involvement Manager Viola Covington, 955 Park Street, P.O. Box 191,

Columbia, SC 29202.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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SPARTANBURG COUNTY, S.C. (WSPA) – The Biden Administration released billions

in federal funding to repair bridges across the county. The South Carolina

Department of Transportation says they’re focusing on 465 bridges across the state.

Of�cials said some projects have already begun, like the replacement project on

Business 85 in Spartanburg County.

Repairing bridges in not a new project for the SCDOT. Justin Powell, with the

SCDOT, said this has been years in the making.

He said the Bridge Bill passed in 2017 increased funding tremendously. Which helped

the SCDOT create their 10-Year Plan, part of which focuses on the bridge system.

Powell said these new funds will only advance their process.

“Within the Federal Infrastructure Bill, there is speci�cally $54 million, per year,

coming to South Carolina over the next 5 years. Speci�cally, for bridge work,” said

Powell.

He said the DOT inspects all 8,000 publicly accessed bridges across the state every 2

years to determine which bridges need to be replaced or repaired. He says they

reassess the weight limits on bridges, which they call “low posting.”

“So, our focus right now is addressing our low postings on our primary route

system, which are US route roads, SC route roads, and then a smaller number on

our secondary road system. And that’s really to focus on those roads that have the

highest amounts of truck traf�c,” he said.

Powell said projects like replacing the bridge between Pelham Road and the I-

385/85 interchange have begun, and there’s more planned for the Upstate.

“SC 9 over Lake Bowen is one of them. That’s up towards Boiling Springs. SC 146

over the Enoree River, that is between Greenville and Spartanburg,” said Powell.

He said each project’s cost as timeline is different, but they always take traf�c

control and management into consideration. Powell said they’ve already addressed
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217 bridges that are under construction or completed in 4 and a half years into their

10-Year Plan.

For a list of all active projects in your area, click here.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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More bridges will be repaired or replaced across York, Lancaster and Chester
counties, in a new state plan.

The South Carolina Department of Transportation put out a notice Monday that
includes additions to its bridge program. A public comment period runs through
Feb. 21. Barring unexpected changes, a list of more than 170 bridges will be added
this year for engineering, right-of-way acquisition or construction funding.

Some of the bridges carry over from a similar list announced in December. It had
19 primary or secondary road bridges within the three counties. The new list
includes 29 tri-county bridges.

Lancaster County has the most bridges on the new list, with 13. Chester County has
nine and York County seven bridges on the list.

YORK COUNTY

Three of the four Rock Hill area bridges are up for replacement. One is on Mt.
Gallant Road, over Big Dutchman Creek, in the northern part of the city. Bridges on
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Zinker Road over Fishing Creek to the west and Chappell Road over South Fork
Fishing Creek to the south also will be replaced. A Robertson Road East bridge
over Wildcat Creek will be repaired.

A Charlotte Highway bridge in York, over Fishing Creek, will be replaced. A bridge
north of Clover on Barrett Road, over Beaverdam Creek, will be repaired as will
the Greenleaf Road bridge over Bullocks Creek in western York County.

A bridge on Rock House Road just west of York County is up for repair at Kings
Mountain National Miltary Park and Kings Mountain State Park, attractions that
split York and Cherokee counties.

LANCASTER COUNTY

Almost half of the Lancaster County bridges are in downtown Lancaster. West
Meeting Street bridges over Bear and Cane creeks are up for repair. A North
Plantation Road bridge over Bear Creek will be repaired. A Springdale Road bridge
over a rail line and Old Landsford Road bridge over Bear Creek will be replaced.
So will a Kershaw Camden Highway bridge over Bear Creek.

A Kershaw Camden bridge and a Hanging Rock Church Road bridge, both over
Hanging Rock Creek in southern Lancaster County, will be replaced. A Uriah Road
bridge over Camp Branch will be replaced and a Fork Hill Road bridge over
Horton Creek repaired, both just north of Kershaw.

Two Pageland Highway bridges in northeast Lancaster County are included. One
over Gills Creek will be replaced. One over Wildcat Creek will be repaired. A little
north, near the North Carolina state line, a New Cut Church Road bridge over
Camp Creek will be repaired.

A Highway 265 bridge over Lynches River sits on the Lancaster County line with
Chesterfield County, and is listed as a Chesterfield project. That bridge will be
replaced.

CHESTER COUNTY

Three Chester County bridges are on Center Road. All are up for repair. Two cross
Turkey and Susybole creeks just south of York County. One crosses Sandy River
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nearer Chester.

A Saluda Road bridge over South Fork Creek will be replaced just south of the York
County line. So will a West End Road bridge over Bear Creek in western Chester
County. Almost to Union County, a Fairfield Road bridge over Sandy River will be
repaired.

Two bridges are up for repair near Great Falls. One is on Ross Dye Road, over Little
Rock Creek. The other is on Gap Road Bridge, over Rocky Creek.
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The Pennies for Progress program in York County raises money to improve roadways in the county by implementing a sales tax. 
BY TRACY KIMBALL



https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local
mailto:jmarks@heraldonline.com
https://twitter.com/share?text=As+one+round+of+York+County+roadwork+ends%2C+here%E2%80%99s+where+to+expect+it+next&url=https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/article257813953.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/article257813953.html
mailto:?subject=As%20one%20round%20of%20York%20County%20roadwork%20ends%2C%20here%E2%80%99s%20where%20to%20expect%20it%20next&body=https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/article257813953.html
https://www.heraldonline.com/


2/1/22, 8:57 AM York County SC Pennies for Progress road construction work | Rock Hill Herald

https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/article257813953.html 2/4

YORK COUNTY, SC

Snow and supply chain issues haven’t been kind to road construction in York County.

”The last six weeks have been very tough on us,” Pennies for Progress director
Patrick Hamilton told members of the Rock Hill-Fort Mill Area Transportation Study
on Friday.

Still, several major projects will wrap up soon.

In Lake Wylie, S.C. 274 and Pole Branch Road construction, at almost $38 million, is
set to be completed in the spring.

Near Fort Mill and Tega, the more than $12 million interchange upgrade at Interstate
77 and Gold Hill Road has a new concrete island and medians in place. It also should
be finished in the spring.

”They will be looking to do another (temporary) closure, most likely in March,”
Hamilton said, noting workers missed a planned weekend closure due to snow.

In Rock Hill, a more than $40 million extension of Galleria Boulevard should open to
traffic in the summer.

In the Fort Mill area, the intersection upgrades at Fort Mill Parkway and Spratt
Street, at $9 million, should be done in the fall.
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But York County roadwork won’t stop there.

Pennies, the voter-approved cent sales tax for road construction, has a long list of
jobs. Here are eight construction projects planned this year:

U.S. 21, HWY. 51

Approved by voters: 2011

Cost: $40 million

Details: Multilane widening in the Fort Mill area will run from Springfield Parkway
to the North Carolina line. The road is an alternate to nearby I-77. A smaller
Highway 51 project was approved by voters in 2003 but was wrapped into the larger
2011 vote. Work will run into 2025.

HWY. 557

Approved by voters: 2011

Cost: $25 million

Details: A five-lane widening of S.C. 557 in Lake Wylie from Kingsburry Road to S.C.
49. Expected completion: 2023. A separate three-lane widening picks up at
Kingsburry and runs to S.C. 55. That $25.5 million project was approved by voters in
2017. Expected completion: 2025.

HWY. 72

Approved by voters: 2011

Cost: $20.7 million

Details: Widening from S.C. 901 to Rambo Road in Rock Hill connects the Saluda
Road and downtown corridors. Expected completion: 2023.

RIVERVIEW ROAD

Approved by voters: 2011

Cost: $9.5 million

Details: The multilane widening of Riverview from Eden Terrace to Celanese Road in
Rock Hill runs almost parallel to I-77, near Cherry Road. It’s in final planning stages.
Expected completion: 2023.

S.C. 160 EAST

Approved by voters: 2011

Cost: $4.8 million
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Details: The multilane widening work from Springfield Parkway in Fort Mill to the
Lancaster County line is in final planning. It’s expected to be completed this year.

SUTTON, NEW GRAY ROCK

Approved by voters: 2017

Cost: $3 million

Details: New turn lanes at the Sutton and New Gray Rock roads intersection near
Fort Mill and Tega Cay should be complete this year. Similar projects include Sutton
intersections at Sam Smith and Harris roads.

HUBERT GRAHAM WAY EXTENSION

Approved by voters: 2017

Cost: $2.8 million

Details: Dry Run Road will be extended 1,500 feet toward Gold Hill Road. The project
connects to the Windhaven development. It’s just north of Hubert Graham, a prior
Pennies construction. The extension should finish this year.

CELANESE, CHERRY, CEL-RIVER

Approved by voters: 2017

Cost: $1.6 million

Details: Upgrades to the busy Rock Hill intersection near I-77 is in right-of-way
acquisition. An engineer is in place but not yet a construction company. The project
should be done this year.

This story was originally published January 31, 2022 6:00 AM.
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Controversial Nexton intersection to see tra�c light installed in
the next 30 days

�� ������ ����� ���������������������.���

��� ��, ����

SUMMERVILLE — Developers of a Nexton neighborhood have announced that a
long-awaited tra�c light at a dangerous intersection is �nally on its way. 

A spokeswoman with Brook�eld Properties Development con�rmed that in the next
�� days, drivers should see a permanent tra�c light at the Nexton Parkway and
Brighton Park Boulevard intersection. 

A cross and �owers were placed at the intersection of Nexton Parkway and Brighton Park Boulevard a�er three members of

Oct. ��, ����, in Summerville. File/Andrew J. Whitaker/Sta�
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This is after residents of the nearby Del Webb Nexton community continuously
voiced complaints about the safety of the intersection. 

″(I)t has been our contention all along that we needed that ASAP,” said Pat Heckert,
a Del Webb resident. “The accidents there continue.” 

The intersection made headlines in October ���� following a car accident that
killed three people. 

Meredith Freeman, ��, a retired Flowertown Elementary School teacher, was in a
car traveling with her son Chad Freeman, �� and his wife Andrea Freeman, ��, one
Sunday. 

����� �� ��������
A vehicle crash killed three family members on Oct. ��, ���� at the intersection of Nexton Parkway and Brighton Park

Boulevard.

����������� ����

Crash that killed Summerville family highlights Nexton Parkway’s danger,

neighbors say

�� ���� ������ ��� ������ ����� ����������������������.���
���������������������.���
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The three family members were killed when Joshua Wensell’s vehicle collided with
theirs. Wensell was speeding down Nexton Parkway after coming o� of Interstate
��. 

The same year, Wensell was charged with three counts of reckless homicide, a
felony. The case is still pending. 

Meredith Freeman was preparing to build a home in the Del Webb Nexton
community. The family had just reviewed �oor plans and signed paperwork before
the fatal accident.

Since that tragedy in ����, residents have continued to push for safety measures
around Nexton Parkway. 

“It’s getting to be like a mini I-��,” said Joel Arenson, another Del Webb resident. 

Getting the tra�c light installed has been an ongoing saga.

In October, county o�cials disclosed that the tra�c signal had been approved and
that alterations to lanes were being �nalized. They said developers are in charge of
installing the tra�c signal.

At the time, the developers had hired a tra�c engineering consultant. Residents
said they were initially told that the tra�c signal would be �nished in January. 

© Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

���� ������

Publix inks deal for new store in Nexton across from future Harris Teeter near

Summerville
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A spokeswoman with the developer said that poles for a permanent �xture for the
tra�c signal are still on backorder. But the expectation is still to �nish the
installation of the tra�c signal in the next �� days. 

State transportation o�cials have reported more than �� accidents at the
intersection since ����. 

“We’re a large and growing larger community here in Berkeley County,” Heckert
said. “Hopefully that light will slow things down.”

The Nexton area is growing. Hundreds of homes are slated to be built around the
Parkway with the town of Summerville approving recent developments.

Several commercial spaces are also in the works, including a ��,���-square-
foot Harris Teeter supermarket and a ��,���-square-foot Nissan Dealership. 

So community members aren’t stopping at pushing for the tra�c signal. They said
they would also like to see more safety measures put in place around a hiker and
biker trail that runs along Nexton Parkway. 

Ideally, residents said, they would like the trail to extend to a crosswalk at the
Nexton Parkway and Brighton Park Boulevard intersection. That way, residents
said, they can safely cross the road with the help of the tra�c signal. 

Arenson and other residents spoke at a recent County Council meeting on Jan. ��
expressing the concern. 

Del Webb Nexton is a community predominately made up of senior citizens.
Arenson said he and others feel like they are continuously risking their lives
crossing Nexton Parkway while attempting to access the trail. 

���� ������

Nexton Parkway interchange poised ‘to explode’ with new development near

Summerville
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Jerrel Floyd is an Alabama raised reporter who covers Summerville and Dorchester County for The Post

and Courier.

“We’re going to keep pressing them,” he said. 

Reach Jerrel Floyd at ���-���-����. Follow him on Twitter @j�oyd���.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Jerrel%20Floyd
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Beaufort County plans to delegate the details for a 2022 transportation tax
referendum to a citizens committee it will appoint next month. The committee will
recommend which projects would be priorities, how much the tax would be and for
how long.

The County Council, which approved the plan last week, expects to recruit
committee members by Feb. 11. The committee should complete its
recommendations by April 29.
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The last time an increase in sales tax was placed on the ballot, in 2021, it failed by a
large margin — 72.5% of voters opposed the tax, according to unofficial results on
the South Carolina Election Commission site.

Beaufort County recently halted a transportation sales tax on Jan. 1 that voters had
approved in 2018, saying the tax had raised the $120 million expected. The 2018 tax
added a penny to the 6% sales tax to raise $80 million for traffic improvements along
the U.S. 278 corridor to Hilton Head Island, $30 million for work on Lady’s Island,
and the remaining $10 million for sidewalks and paths.

Beaufort County Council agreed Monday to create the citizens advisory committee:
one person from each of the 11 districts, appointed by each council member, and
one person from each of the six municipalities.

According to county spokesperson Chris Ophardt, the six from the municipalities
will be appointed by each town/city government. This can include the mayor, town
manager, or someone from the transportation department.

The process has Assistant County Administrator of Engineering Jared Fralix as lead
Beaufort County staff person on the committee.

“Having Jared on this committee is more valuable than anything else we have in this
room,” District 7 Councilman Logan Cunningham said. “He is well versed in every
single area in this district when it comes to the roads.”

Cunningham said he openly opposed last year’s sales tax because it would’ve put
them “in a bind” when the transportation sales tax was proposed this year.

“Here we are today, trying to cram this in as fast as possible, because I do think 2022
is the right time to do it,” he said.

Although the vote to create the citizens advisory committee was approved, not all
council members favored it. Some said it was too soon after last year’s referendum
failed to try to pass a new one.

“I think our timing is off,” said District 1 Councilman Gerald Dawson. “I think us
coming forward in 2022 is rushing. I would prefer for us to push it out to 2024.”

Stu Rodman, council member from District 11, liked the idea of a citizens committee,
but suggested the process should have multiple things happening at one time to
move it along faster.

Mace questions treatment of Morgan Island monkeys

https://www.islandpacket.com/news/politics-government/election/article255479436.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article256551811.html
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“We’re already late in the game,” Rodman said. “I don’t see how we can actually
digest something that’s the biggest referendum in the history of Beaufort County in a
very short period of time.”

Cunningham said the only way to get the support of the community on such short
notice is to establish the committee.

“We have to hear from all different likes, every organization we possibly can, to try
to get the support of the community and get it passed,” he said.

The citizens committee would send its recommendations to the Transportation
Advisory Group, then to the Public Facilities Committee, then to County Council for
consideration, adoption and/or revision for a possible referendum.

This story was originally published January 31, 2022 4:28 AM.

LAURA ANTUNEZ 305-764-6528

Laura Antunez is the local government and development reporter for The Island Packet. Born in Cuba and
raised in Miami, she graduated from Florida International University with over 30 articles published in the
school news paper PantherNOW, and the FIU news bureau, South Florida Media Network. Towards the end of
her bachelor’s degree, she became interested in data journalism and went on to learn Python and Javascript.
She used these skills during an internship with The Hechinger Report to build an interactive map and data
visualization.
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Crucial missing piece of Mount Pleasant’s road network
approaches construction

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Mount Pleasant’s long-planned Hungryneck Corridor, sections of which are called Billy Swails Boulevard, currently has a

missing piece between Hamlin and Six Mile roads. Completing that piece would �nish a north-south road alternative to

U.S. Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road. File/Brad Ne�les/Sta�

���� ������� �����������������������.���

MOUNT PLEASANT — In an e�ort to keep up with tra�c problems associated
with rapid development, plans were formulated in the ����s for a third north-south
road through town, and now the �nal piece could be under construction in about a
year.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/David%20Slade
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Mount Pleasant’s population more than tripled since ����, to ��,��� in the ����
census, and residents have been clamoring for tra�c relief. Completion of what’s
known as the Hungryneck Corridor could help, although the missing road section is
just �.� miles long.

“I just wish they had done it sooner,” said Sharon Praete, a Brickyard Plantation
resident and mother of a teen driver.

The missing $��.� million section of road will run from Six Mile Road near Home
Depot to Hamlin Road near Jennie Moore Elementary School, connecting existing
but underutilized parts of the Hungryneck Corridor that have di�erent names — the
Sweetgrass Basket Parkway and Billy Swails Boulevard.

����

Widening I-��� from North Charleston to Mount Pleasant could cost ��B

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���
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Unlike the �rst section of Hungryneck Boulevard, which was built through the
historic Black settlement community of Four Mile, the last section will not directly
impact homes or businesses and will mostly run across undeveloped wetlands.
When complete, the corridor would allow motorists to drive from Hamlin Road to
the on-ramp for Interstate ��� at U.S. Highway �� without making any turns, and
that’s expected to reduce tra�c on Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road.

MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD PLAN: The �nal section of Billy Swails Boulevard will complete a new north-south road through

Mount Pleasant, between U.S. Highway �� and Ri�e Range Road. (SOURCE: ESRI)

������� �������������
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The new road section would run across the edge of a ���-acre undeveloped park
site that Mount Pleasant and the Charleston County Park and Recreation
Commission bought for $�� million in ����, using county greenbelt funds.

“There are all kinds of wildlife that exist in that area,” Chadbury Village resident
Carol King said at a public hearing on the project Tuesday in Mount Pleasant.

From Six Mile Road, the planned section of Billy Swails Boulevard would run
between the Chadbury Village and Pointe at Primus subdivisions, extending north
across the mostly wetland area to reach Hamlin Road. Along the way it would
intersect with a planned east-west connector road between Ri�e Range Road and
Highway �� that’s expected to be under construction this year.

The project is going through a �nal round of public comment in advance of a federal
decision on an environmental assessment. The time-consuming review process is
required because the federal government is expected to contribute $�� million —
more than two-thirds of the expected project cost.

https://www.postandcourier.com/archives/mount-pleasant-park-plan-proceeds-without-football-stadium/article_90dcbfa0-6c85-526e-b928-a7cc0bd8b1bb.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/charleston-county-council-approves-245-acre-mount-pleasant-land-buy/article_b3ced313-cbb4-5541-8ca5-2a32125857b6.html
https://www.tompsc.com/DocumentCenter/View/39800/Appendix-S-Chadbury_Villiage_HOA_Meeting_09102021
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The road is planned as two unusually wide ��-foot lanes, allowing room for vehicles
and bicycles, plus a ��-foot multiuse path. The speed limit would be �� mph, and no
noise walls are planned.

Lawrence Rice of Six Mile Road said he’s glad to see the plan approaching
construction, but said he’s “worried that it will become a speedway.”

Detailed plans for the road project are available on Mount Pleasant’s website,
tompsc.com. There’s a form there to submit public comments through Feb. �, and
additional information about the project may be obtained by contacting Deputy
Engineering and Development Services Director Paul Lykins at ���-���-���� or
PLykins@tompsc.com.

In addition to easing tra�c on existing roads, the new section of Billy Swails
Parkway is expected to improve drainage in the area, and particularly on the north
side of subdivisions along Six Mile Road. Currently, much of that area’s stormwater
�ows into a ditch that’s a historic site known as the Christ Church Civil War Line,
and it doesn’t drain well according to town o�cials.

The proposed �nal section of Billy Swails Boulevard and a new connector road between Ri�e Range Road and U.S. Highway

�� are shown in this image from a Mount Pleasant presentation. Provided

����

New Mount Pleasant road connecting U.S. Highway �� and Ri e Range Road

moving forward

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

���� ������

SC communities try creative solutions to challenges of rapid population

growth

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���
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David Slade is a senior Post and Courier reporter. His work has been honored nationally by Society of

Professional Journalists, American Society of Newspaper Editors, Scripps foundation and others. Reach

him at ���-���-���� or dslade@postandcourier.com

The road plan would redirect drainage to a large existing pond within the town’s
undeveloped park property, then eventually under Ri�e Range Road and out to
Hamlin Sound, Lykins said.

“We’re going to push hard to get it ready for bids by the end of this year,” said Lykins.

There are still plenty of reviews and approvals remaining — the federal
environmental assessment, Army Corps of Engineers wetlands permitting, S.C.
Department of Transportation right-of-way permits, and the town’s design review
process — but if all goes as planned, construction could start in the spring of ����.

����

����M Highway �� ‘compromise’ road plan approved by Charleston County

Council

�� ����� ����� ���������������������.���

Reach David Slade at ���-���-����. Follow him on Twitter @DSladeNews.
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HORRY COUNTY, S.C. (WMBF) - Socastee will be split for several more months after a bridge connecting the community was damaged in early
December.

The South Carolina Department of Transportation reports an oversized load on a tractor-trailer crashed into the underside of the bridge while driving
along Highway 31.

SCDOT’s project page initially slated the repairs to be done by Feb. 28, but a spokesperson says it now looks like it’ll be late-spring or early-summer
before the bridge is operational.

It takes an extra four miles and 10 to 15 minutes to hike around the bridge, which has some folks feeling more frustrated than others.

ADVERTISEMENT

“The course is great,” said Jamie Logan while playing disc golf at Socastee Recreational Park. “It’s super technical. It’s nice and wooded, but you’ve got
really good, clean fairways as well.”

Logan is spending the winter in the Myrtle Beach area. One of the first things he had to check out was all the disc golf courses.

As much as he likes the course at Socastee Recreational Park, the trick has been getting to it.

“We never had the opportunity to take the quickest route here,” said Logan. “We’ve been taking the long route the entire time.”

Logan plans to head out of the area in March, so with the latest repair estimate from SCDOT, it looks like they may never have the chance to take the
shorter path: the Enterprise Road bridge.

Enterprise Road bridge set to reopen in ‘late spring, early
summer’

By Zach Wilcox
Published: Jan. 31, 2022 at 8:43 PM EST | Updated: 12 hours ago
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“The damage done to the bridge was extensive, so it’s just going to take time to repair,” said SCDOT public information coordinator Brittany Harriot.
“At least two bridge beams were affected, and part of the bridge deck was also damaged.”

Logan isn’t too concerned with the extra commute, since he feels the longer route may actually keep the disc golf a little less busy.

Not everyone has that level of patience. The team at Osprey Marina has had some long days since the closure.

“I already live 45 minutes away, so it adds an extra 30 minutes per day for me,” said Osprey Marina employee June Vaught.

They’re hoping construction wraps up on the front side of that timeline, not only for them, but for their customers as well.

“Our customers have complained about it quite a bit with access to the marina impaired with the bridge down,” said Osprey Marina employee Taylor
Cirillo. “We don’t know when it’ll be back up, that’s the other problem.

Right now, that impact is for folks trying to get somewhere on Enterprise Road, but it could hit even more drivers pretty soon.

SCDOT expects some lane closures on Highway 31 once the contractors start working.

Harriot says the department is in the process of collecting contractor proposals, and they will start going through those in the early part of February.

Copyright 2022 WMBF. All rights reserved.
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U.S. DOT implements ambitious
safety plan with goal of zero
roadway deaths
By Lurah Lowery on February 1, 2022 
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Calling the status quo “unacceptable,” U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg last week unveiled the DOT’s new

safety plan to decrease the number of roadway deaths that will be implemented over the next three years. Though he said it

might not happen while he’s still at the helm, the goal is to reach zero deaths.

He noted in a letter that accompanies the plan that nearly 95% of U.S. transportation deaths occur on streets, roads and

highways. Buttigieg cited National Highway Traf�c Safety Administration (NHTSA) data that found an estimated 38,680

people died in motor vehicle crashes in 2020 and in the �rst half of 2021 an estimated 20,160 people died. That’s an 18.4%

increase compared to the �rst six months of 2020 and is the largest number of projected fatalities for January through June

since 2006.
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“Zero is the only acceptable number of deaths and serious injuries on our roadways,” Buttigieg wrote.

Juxtaposed with the DOT’s view, during this legislative season when there are bills proposed, such as in South Carolina and

Illinois, it’s important to point out that insurers push back against mandating OEM procedures. For example, Allstate lobbyist

Bruce Spencer said in 2019 that while the story of Matthew and Marcia Seebachan was a “horri�c case,” such instances didn’t

happen frequently enough to merit a bill requiring shops and insurers to follow OEM repair procedures. The Seebachans wer

seriously injured during a crash in their used Honda Fit that they didn’t know had been repaired before they owned it.

Experts for the plaintiffs in Seebachan v. John Eagle Collision said in Texas court documents that the severity of the crash and

the Seebachans’ injuries were the result of the body shop adhesive-bonding the Fit’s roof during a $8,500 hail repair in 2012

for the prior owner of the vehicle. Honda OEM repair procedures demand the roof be welded.

There are currently bills in the South Carolina House and Illinois House that, if signed into law, would require repairers to

follow OEM procedures.

During a Jan. 27 press conference Buttigieg said nearly everyone can think of someone they knew that lost their life in a

vehicle crash it’s thought of as normal. More than 350,000 people have died in the last decade on U.S. roadways, he said.

New Safety Strategy | Sec. Buttigieg & 2nd Gentleman EmhoffNew Safety Strategy | Sec. Buttigieg & 2nd Gentleman Emhoff
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“Things have gotten worse during recent years as people drove at higher speeds or recklessly, more distracted. We’re going to

be posting, as a department, our of�cial fatality data for the third quarter of 2021 and I need to tell you – looking at the

preliminary numbers – it’s not good. This is a national crisis. … We cannot and must not accept that these fatalities are

somehow an inevitable part of life in America.”

The 42-page “National Roadway Safety Strategy (NRSS)” focuses on �ve objectives – safer people, safer roads, safer vehicles

safer speeds, and post-crash care. The objectives correspond with the department-wide “Safe System Approach,” which

states:

The prioritization of the elimination of crashes that result in death and serious injuries.

People will inevitably make mistakes and decisions that can lead or contribute to crashes, but the transportation system
can be designed and operated to accommodate certain types and levels of human mistakes, and avoid death and serious
injuries when a crash occurs.

People have physical limits for tolerating crash forces before death or serious injury occurs; therefore, it is critical to
design and operate a transportation system that is human-centric and accommodates physical human vulnerabilities.

All stakeholders are vital to preventing fatalities and serious injuries on our roadways.

Proactive tools should be used to identify and address safety issues in the transportation system.

Reducing risks requires that all parts of the transportation system be strengthened, so that if one part fails, the other part
still protect people.

Buttigieg believes that curbing roadway deaths must be a coordinated effort with stakeholders across the public and private

sectors, advocacy groups and research communities.

“It will take a sustained, urgent, yet lasting commitment from the people who build and manage our roads, construct our

motor vehicles, and use vehicles as part of their businesses to support actions that protect people and prevent harm,” he

wrote, adding that the public also has a role to play by prioritizing safety.

In conjunction with the NRSS, the DOT will start a call to action campaign for stakeholders to commit to speci�c actions to

“signi�cantly advance safety.” The department calls the recent passage of the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs

Act a “generational investment” in America’s transportation network and notes that it supports the funding as well as

program and policy provisions of the NRSS.

According to the plan, Black, American Indian and Alaska Native people as well as females, teenagers and those living in rural

areas and in counties with high poverty rates are killed in traf�c crashes.
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To address the disparities, the DOT wants “consistent, fair, just, and impartial treatment of all people” by law enforcement.

The NRSS states the department will “advance equity as an instrumental component of transportation safety and convene ke

stakeholders – government at all levels, law enforcement, advocacy, community organizations, and the general public – to

develop both a better understanding of the intersection of equity and roadway safety, and a comprehensive approach to

incorporating equity into all of the Department’s efforts to achieve zero roadway fatalities and serious injuries.”

Safer people

To promote safe driving, the DOT wants to work with states and other stakeholders to educate and enforce against

distracted, impaired and fatigued driving as well as driving without a seat belt. Part of doing so is knowing the demographics

of motorists for educational purposes like knowing, for example, that there are more young or elderly drivers, can inform

what efforts are implemented, according to the NRSS.
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The DOT plans to use new funding available through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act for behavioral research and

interventions. It will also take licensing action against commercial drivers who have drugs or alcohol violations in the system

and are not cleared to return to duty and develop systems for the electronic exchange of driver history record information to

take all unsafe drivers off the road “more expeditiously.”

Safer roads

To make roads safer, the DOT will �nalize changes to the Manual on Uniform Traf�c Control Devices and update it every four

years. The manual de�nes nationwide standards for the installation and maintenance of traf�c control devices on all public

streets, highways, bikeways and private roads open to public travel.
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The DOT will also support the planning, design and implementation of safer roads and streets in all communities using all

available and applicable federal funding resources and provide assistance to implement safety-prioritized policies in

transportation network planning, design, construction, and operations, including in small towns and rural areas.

The department plans to ensure safety performance targets are achieved at the state level using the “Focused Approach to

Safety,” which provides additional resources to high-priority states, which right now includes Alabama, Arizona, California,

Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South

Carolina, Texas and Wyoming. Certain Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) or regions are also included.
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Safer vehicles 

Safer vehicles means improving and expanding the availability of advanced driver assistance system (ADAS) technologies tha

have prevented or mitigated crash impacts such as automatic emergency braking and lane departure warning, according to

the NRSS. The DOT plans to incentivize the use of commercial vehicle safety equipment like rear underride guards, alcohol

detection systems and distracted driving detection systems and seeks to make transit bus travel safer.

“We’re going to count on technology and auto companies to work with us to make driving safer for those inside and outside

the car, but it’s also clear that technology alone will not save us – certainly not on any acceptable timeline,” Buttigieg said.

DOT will set performance standards and provide safety oversight and will investigate issues, initiate recalls, and remedy

vehicle defects. It will also create a public database of information that can “inform safer passenger vehicles,” according to the

NRSS.

The DOT plans to initiate the following requirements to make vehicles safer:

Automatic emergency braking and pedestrian automatic emergency braking technologies on new passenger vehicles.

Automatic emergency braking technologies on heavy trucks.

Consider the requirement that passenger motor vehicles be equipped with advanced impaired driving prevention
technology.

Upgrade existing requirements for rear impact guards on newly manufactured trailers and semi-trailers.

Manufacturers must provide noti�cation when there is a crash involving automated driving systems.

Safer speeds
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Speeding has played a role in more than a quarter of traf�c deaths that have killed nearly 100,000 people in the last decade,

according to NHTSA data cited in the NRSS.

To curb deaths and serious injuries related to speeding, the department plans to improve and develop information available t

set speed limits based on the type of roadway, provide practices for re-engineering roads to slow down vehicles, promote the

use of speed safety cameras and make funds available to communities to study and pilot automated or enforcement strategie

focused on speeding.

Post-crash care

The DOT plans to help improve emergency response by providing �rst responder training on how to safely manage the scene

of a crash and provide a safe environment for all involved, including passerby. The department believes it is crucial to clear

scenes quickly for the sake of safety as up to 20% of crashes are estimated to be secondary in nature, meaning that they occu

as the result of an earlier incident. The DOT estimates that the likelihood of a secondary crash occurring increases by 2.8% fo

every minute the primary crash obstructs a travel lane or poses another type of hazard, according to the NRSS.
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The department plans to prioritize shortening ambulance response times and improving the quality of EMS data.

Support

The Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) and the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) have praised the

NRSS and pledged their support of it in written statements.

“The membership of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) is comprised of commercial motor vehicle safety

inspectors and of�cials and motor carrier industry representatives who are dedicated to transportation safety,” said CVSA

Executive Director Collin Mooney, in a written statement. “Our membership is committed to supporting the U.S. DOT in its

commitment to zero fatalities on our roadways through the implementation of identi�ed safety priorities and the Safe System

approach.”

The GHSA’s wrote that its recent report, “Putting the Pieces Together: Addressing the Role of Behavioral Safety in the Safe

System Approach,” goes hand-in-hand with the NRSS to debunk the belief that “infrastructure alone can end road deaths and

behavioral safety plays no role in keeping road users safe.”

“We strongly agree that the United States needs a culture shift when it comes to roadway deaths – no motor vehicle fatality i

acceptable,” the GHSA wrote. “The entire traf�c safety community must work together, not in silos, to make progress in
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achieving our shared goal of zero traf�c deaths. GHSA looks forward to working with the U.S. DOT, the Biden administration,

and our traf�c safety partners to ensure that all roadway users arrive safely at their destination.”

IMAGES

Featured image credit: Halfpoint/iStock

All data images from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s “National Roadway Safety Strategy (NRSS).”
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All northbound lanes are blocked on Interstate-95 at Exit 62 for a vehicle on �re. (SCDOT)

COLLETON COUNTY, S.C. (WCIV) — Northbound tra�c is now moving on Interstate-95 at Exit 62

after a vehicle caught �re, SCDOT says.

Vehicle on fire on I-95 near Exit 62; lanes no longer blocked

by Joseph Erickson

Monday, January 31st 2022
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Loading ...

O�cials have no released any information on potential injuries.

This is a developing story. Stay with ABC News 4 for further updates.
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