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Greenville ‘road diet’ plans to increase pedestrian safety, funnel
tra�c smartly

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Augusta Street in Greenville, S.C., currently has sidewalks close to a busy four-lane road. The city is working on alternatives

to increase pedestrian safety. Ryan Gilchrest/sta�

�� ���� ��������� �������������������������.���

GREENVILLE — For more than half a century, the main roadways in the city were
a means to get cars to the suburbs, and the concrete sidewalks more a relic of a
bygone era.

The past decade has changed that. Greenville is re-populating — rapidly — and the
sidewalks once again are the lifeblood as leaders promote the city’s walkability.

The two interests often compete: cars conveniently traveling vs. pedestrians
increasingly sharing the same space.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Eric%20Connor
https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Ryan%20Gilchrest
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Now, along two high-pro�le roadways that are a case study in the clash of
convenience and safety, the city is leaning toward a winner.

City Council has given tacit approval to plans to reduce the capacity of two highway
corridors that at points pass through as city streets — Augusta Street and College
Street. The concept is called a “road diet,” where lanes are reduced to free up space
for changes to the streetscape.

In March, the city will test the beginning of a solution to pedestrian safety issues
along Augusta Street by reducing the number of lanes from four to three along a
residential stretch of the corridor.

The city will monitor the e�ect on tra�c patterns. If the reduction doesn’t lead to
signi�cantly increased congestion, the change could become permanent and expand
to a longer stretch.

Meanwhile, further into the urban core, the city is pitching a plan that would reduce
tra�c lanes on College Street — from where it transitions from Beattie Place on the
west side of North Main Street — as part of a vision to create a “cultural corridor.”

The plan would reduce lanes in the section between North Main Street and the
Heritage Green cultural complex at the main library and would promote Academy
Street as a preferred bypass.

���������� ��������

Greenville asks to take ownership of Augusta Street from SCDOT following

pedestrian death

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���

���������� ����

Greenville hit-and-run deaths raise concern over bike trail crossings,

pedestrian safety

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���
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The project, years in the making to solve the divorce between the cultural complex
and downtown, requires approval by the state Department of Transportation.

If approved, the project would begin construction in Spring ����.

Augusta Street pilot project
Last May, a driver hopped a curb and killed a woman walking her dog along an
Augusta Street sidewalk.

The death of the elementary school teacher was mourned in the greater Augusta
Road neighborhood and prompted calls for increased safety measures along what
was once a highway into town but has since become a commercial corridor of shops
servicing the surrounding neighborhoods.

Soon after, a plan developed for the city to take over ownership of a �.�-mile stretch
of Augusta between Mauldin Road at Interstate �� all the way into downtown where
it transitions into River Street.

In recent months, tra�c engineering �rm Stantech conducted studies and
formulated models that predicted how patterns might change with reduced lanes.

After public input, engineers suggested reducing lanes along a �.�-mile, mostly
residential portion of Augusta Street between Crystal Avenue near Augusta Heights
Baptist Church north to Augusta Place just south of Faris Road.

Four lanes will become three, allowing for a center turn lane and more space on
either side beyond the tra�c lanes.

���������� ��������

Swamp Rabbit Trail’s lagging Laurens Road progress questioned by Greenville

city o�cials

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���
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Stantech senior program manager David Beaty said the models predict that on
average a car trip along Augusta Street from Mauldin Road to Church Street would
increase from � �/� minutes to � minutes with the changes.

The tradeo�, he said, is that at the worst peak hours of the day, a motorist might
have to wait through two signal changes at a light.

The reduction would improve sight lines for cars, Beaty said, but also will free up
four feet between the roadway and the sidewalk.

Public Works Director Clint Link said that the reduction would be a trial phase
before making any decisions about permanent infrastructure improvements such as
expansion of sidewalks or multiuse paths.

Bike lanes could be on the table later on, but City Councilwoman Dorothy Dowe
said the trial phase of restriping travel lanes should make clear the lanes are for
vehicular tra�c.

“I don’t want anyone to be tempted to go into that �-foot section,” Dowe said. “If we
don’t mark that it’s not intended for bikes, we’re going to end up with another
accident.”

Bridging downtown’s Main Street and Heritage Green

Road diets aren’t novel in Greenville, but they are fairly recent development.

In ����, the city reduced the residential section of North Main Street from four to
two lanes, preserving a landscaped median, to provide more safety for pedestrians
and cyclists, following a similar reduction on East North Street.

���������� ��������

‘Arrogantly shabby’ or eyesore? City Tavern on Greenville’s Main St. targeted

for remake
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The calls for more have echoed in recent years. City Councilman John DeWorken,
like his predecessor, have asked for such measures on East Stone Avenue, which
presents a challenge as commercial tra�c is routed through what is also U.S. ���.

But one in the works for years appears to be on its way.

As downtown Greenville has revitalized from Main Street outward, the tenuous
pedestrian connection to the Heritage Green cultural complex has become more-
pronounced.

Heritage Green, a landscaped campus along College Street, consists of the Children’s
Museum of the Upstate, Greenville County Museum of Art, Greenville Little
Theatre, Greenville County’s Main Library, Upcountry History Museum and Sigal
Music Museum.

The complex has parking, but the stretch is daunting for anyone walking from
downtown, with College Street providing a fast-moving, one-way, four-lane
connection between Interstate ��� and S.C. ��� that connects with Buncombe
Street and becomes an expansive highway west of Greenville.

A rendering depicts how a section of College Street would see reduced lanes to accommodate a pedestrian-friendly path

from downtown to Heritage Green in what is being called the “cultural corridor.” Provided/City of Greenville

������������� �� ����������

���������� ��������
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College Street also crosses Academy Street, itself a busy thoroughfare that has
served as a small-scale bypass around downtown.

The plans the city envisions would remove both on-street parking and a travel lane
on College Street from North Main and replace with a path accommodating
pedestrians and cyclists and separated from the road with a landscaped bu�er.

The only exception would be a brief expansion back to four lanes to maintain a
second left-turn lane onto Academy Street. 

Massive Greenville mural tells the story of desegregation and a pioneering

educator

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���

���������� ����

Upstate community theaters prepare to reopen a�er surviving a year of

darkened stages

�� ���� ������ ����������������������.���

A depiction of the �rst alternative, preferred by the city of Greenville, that would reduce tra�c lanes on College Street and

allow for two le�-turn-only lanes onto Academy Street as part of the “cultural corridor” project. Provided/City of Greenville

������������� �� ����������
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The state Department of Transportation owns the road and must approve any
changes. The �nal step for SCDOT is to seek public input — via an online survey —
on whether one of those left-turn lanes should also provide a dual option of
continuing on College Street.

The shared lane would make it three lanes passing by Heritage Green instead of
two, though both plans incorporate the multiuse path with a landscape bu�er.

The road diet hinges on the city’s ability to divert some I-��� tra�c from College
Street, which east of Main Street is named Beattie Place, to Academy Street.
Motorists would then turn right onto College Street to head west.

The �rst step in encouraging use of Academy Street involves the city creating a
second right-hand turning lane onto Academy at the Bon Secours Wellness Arena.

Regardless of what happens with the cultural corridor, Mayor Knox White said the
second turn lane onto Academy has been necessary for quite some time.

A depiction of the second alternative that would reduce tra�c lanes on College Street and allow for one le�-turn-only lane

onto Academy Street as well as another lane that could either turn le� or go straight as part of the “cultural corridor”

project. This option would allow swi�er tra�c �ow but reduce pedestrian safety, according to the city of

Greenville. Provided/City of Greenville

������������� �� ����������
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1/31/22, 9:24 AM Greenville 'road diet' plans to increase pedestrian safety, funnel traffic smartly | Greenville News | postandcourier.com

https://www.postandcourier.com/greenville/news/greenville-road-diet-plans-to-increase-pedestrian-safety-funnel-traffic-smartly/article_bf76e354-7fab-1… 8/8

���� ������
�������������� ������

Eric is a reporter and local editor for The Post and Courier in Greenville. Previously with The Greenville

News, he’s covered the Upstate for two decades and served as a USA TODAY correspondent. He studied

journalism at the University of South Carolina.

Councilwoman Lillian Brock
Flemming said the changes on
College Street would not only serve
families walking from downtown to
Heritage Green, but would also
improve pedestrian safety to the west
for neighborhoods that have long
walked the stretch.

The Academy Street bypass would
also reduce Elford Street from four
lanes to two, creating on-street
parking on both sides on what
engineers said is lightly-used street.
The change would eliminate the tra�c signal at Elford and Academy.

A map showing how the city of Greenville would encourage

Interstate ��� tra�c in the city to use Academy Street as a

bypass to create a pedestrian-friendly “cultural corridor” from

downtown to Heritage Green. Provided/City of Greenville

������������� �� ����������

Follow Eric on Twitter at @cericconnor.
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PROGRESS SEPTEMBER 2021: SCDOT plans Interstate 26
widening

Gene Zaleski
Jan 30, 2022

Gene Zaleski

he S.C. Department of Transportation announced plans to widen Interstate 26

from south of Exit 125 at Old Sandy Run Road to Caw Caw Road interchange at

Exit 136.

S.C. Department of Transportation Program Manager Adam Humphries, left, talks to Robin Rucker about the work
that will be done at the Exit 129 interchange as part of the Interstate 26 widening project. SCDOT in September
held a public hearing on the widening at the John Ford Community Center in St. Matthews.
GENE ZALESKI, T&D

https://thetandd.com/users/profile/Gene%20Zaleski
https://thetandd.com/users/profile/Gene%20Zaleski


1/31/22, 9:24 AM PROGRESS SEPTEMBER 2021: SCDOT plans Interstate 26 widening | Special Sections | thetandd.com

https://thetandd.com/special-section/progress/progress-september-2021-scdot-plans-interstate-26-widening/article_cf3ffabe-8c7a-56b8-8810-0db564e… 2/5

1

2

3

4

The plan includes reconstruction of the interchanges along the path to a diamond

design, meaning some landowners could see increased traffic closer to their property

lines.

SCDOT proposes widening I-26 from the current four lanes to six lanes over this

approximately 11-mile stretch, according to SCDOT Project Manager Adam

Humphries.

Work on the $320 million project will begin in late summer of 2023 and will take

about three to four years.

Bret Gillis, design consultant with Stantec, said the existing inside paved shoulders

are about four feet wide and the slopes in the median are steeper than what many

would like them to be.

After the work is complete, the lanes will be 12 feet wide and there will also be a 12-

foot outside shoulder and a 10-foot inside shoulder.

UPDATED: Man stole from Orangeburg County School District; shell
companies fleeced district for cameras

ODPS: Two injured in hit-and-run collision

Orangeburg County Sheriff’s Office: Group says drug dealer ran them off
road; 4 robbed dealer, report claims

Orangeburg County Sheriff’s Office: FedEx driver asked to transport
gunshot victim Man tried to take truck, driver says

The grassy median will remain in place.

Gillis said the project design will also aim to improve safety.

From 2015 until 2019, there were 1,652 crashes for this section of Interstate 26.

Those crashes resulted in 374 injuries and six of the crashes were fatal.

People are also reading…
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He said over half of crashes were rear-end collisions. About 28% were single-vehicle

crashes where people ran off the road.

“There are number of safety features built into the design of this project to avoid

these crashes,” Gillis said.

In addition to the widening of the interstate, the project will replace three overpasses

over I-26 and two interchange bridges at 129 and 136. The highway and interchanges

will be open during construction.

Detours will reroute traffic at the overpasses, which have an average daily traffic

count of about 1,000 cars. The roads will be closed for about 12 months to 18 months

during the project, according to project officials.

The detours are anywhere between six to eight miles in length. Detours would impact

traffic on Valley Ridge Road, Sunny Plain Road and Big Beaver Creek Road.

Interchanges will be reconstructed to improve the angles, there will be safer ramps

and intersection sight distances will be improved, Gillis said.

The bridges will also have wider shoulders, helping to improve visibility at

intersections.

The project will be funded through the 10-year gas tax increase program, the Rural

Interstate Freight program and federal funds, Humphries said.

The project will be a design-build format where SCDOT does the design and the

project will then be bid out.

Humphries said SCDOT has looked at a number of alternatives to reduce

environmental impact.

Currently, the project would impact about 2.3 acres of wetlands and about 1,950 feet

of a stream. He said SCDOT always seeks to avoid impact, then to minimize the

impact and then tries to offset any environmental impacts.
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Humphries said the work will largely be done within existing right-of-ways. The

department will need to buy some right-of-way from about 46 tracts. They will be

mainly at the interchanges.

Branham Branch Road, Calvary Church Road and Saylor Road are some examples of

places where right-of-ways will need to be purchased, Humphries said.

“We will have to purchase some right-of-way in order to move those frontages away

from the interchange,” Humphries said. “Currently the interchange itself and the

frontage roads conflict with each other. Operationally, we are just looking to make the

interchanges work better.”

Humphries said no home displacements will be required.

Most comments and concerns from the public have been in reference to the

interchanges. A public hearing on the project was held in September.

“We will not close the interchanges to construct it,” he said. “We will build the bridges

off of their current alignment. The ramps themselves will stay in service as they are as

we do construction.”

SCDOT previously determined the widening is a high priority project because of the

state’s growth and increased traffic on I-26. In just the last decade, statewide traffic

has increased by nearly 30%, with I-26 between Columbia and Charleston carrying

more than 22 million vehicles per year.

The next section of I-26 to be widened runs from Exit 136 to Exit 145, which will

begin in summer or winter of 2025.

Earlier in September, Gov. Henry McMaster announced his proposal to spend

coronavirus relief money on the widening of I-26 from Columbia to Charleston.

He hopes to be able to use $360 million of the $453 million the state expects to

receive through the American Rescue Plan Act on the project.
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Officials said the money would help expedite the widening project by at least six

years.

By Gene Zaleski
Staff Writer
Gene Zaleski is a reporter/staff writer with The Times and Democrat. To get local news all the
time, become a member at https://thetandd.com/members/join/
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Letters: Wappoo Creek bridge has restricted openings
��� ��, ����

The Wappoo Creek bridge that connects West Ashley and James Island opens to allow a sail boat to pass through in ����.

File/Grace Beahm Alford/Sta�

����� ����� ������ ���������������������.���

A Monday letter to the editor concerned the opening schedule of the Wappoo Creek
bridge connecting James Island and West Ashley.

The Wappoo Cut bascule bridge is on restricted openings set by the Coast Guard
from �:�� a.m. to �:�� p.m. Monday through Friday. It opens only at the bottom of
each hour.

������� �� ��� ������

Le�ers: Make pleasure boats wait for vehicles on bridges
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On weekdays, it is closed to waterway tra�c from �-�:�� a.m. and from �:��-� p.m.
unless a tugboat with a tow or a government vessel requests passage.

Weekend bridge openings are by request.

The Wappoo Cut is on the Intracoastal Waterway, which is a federal highway that
gives boaters the right of way.

The state Department of Transportation and the U.S. Coast Guard have taken into
account all of the letter writer’s concerns when setting the opening schedule for this
bascule bridge.

If one does not wish to admire the beauty of the structure as it opens, the DOT built
the James Island expressway for that reason as it never opens to waterway tra�c.

That’s life in the coastal Lowcountry.

ROBERT TYNDALL

Summerville

City isn’t racist

Sunday’s commentary by seven Charleston City Council members is based on the
false assumptions that the city of Charleston is a systemically racist entity and that it
can only be changed and redeemed by a commission created and controlled by
them.

Councilmen Jason Sakran, William Dudley Gregorie, Stephen Bowden, Karl Brady
Jr., Robert Mitchell, Peter Shahid Jr. and Keith Waring apparently ignore:
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Commentary: Racial conciliation commission will move Charleston another

step forward
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�. All of the legislation passed by Congress over the past �� years addressing civil
rights, voting rights, fair housing and equal opportunity in education and
employment.

�. Numerous federal and Supreme Court civil rights cases.

�. The election of Barack Obama to two terms as president of the United States.

�. The election of a woman of Indian descent as governor of South Carolina and an
African American as a U.S. congressman and then a U.S. senator.

�. And, the accomplishments of the progressive and nationally acclaimed ��-year
administration of Charleston Mayor Joe Riley.

Charleston and its citizens are not systematically racist. We do not need the
commission that is being called for by these council members.

Instead, the mayor and council should focus on �scal responsibility, public safety
and sanitation, police protection, infrastructure, controlling �ooding, growth
management and a�ordable housing.

If they do this, Charleston will continue to be a beautiful, livable, diverse and
historic city.

HENRY FISHBURNE

Former District � Charleston City Council member

Charleston

Mace no leader
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Approaching primary season, SC’s Nancy Mace faces Trump and other GOP

critics
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A Jan. �� Post and Courier article was about U.S. Rep. Nancy Mace’s reelection �ght
without the support of former President Donald Trump.

Thanks to Republicans across other parts of the state who have no stake in the
Charleston region, she also faces the “�ght” without considerable numbers of
African Americans, other people of color, minorities and Democrats.

In the article, Mace is quoted as saying District � is a swing district. That won’t be
true if the brazen gerrymandering recently put forward by Republican state
lawmakers survives legal challenges.

Mace may represent the credo of a minority of the Republican Party, but she does
not represent the credo of what has been District � for the past �� years.

She is merely one of a large number of post-Trump Republicans who place Fox
News appearances and attention-grabbing, bombastic tweets ahead of real
leadership and real legislation.

Her legislative proposals on beagles and bongs are doing nothing to advance the
standard of living for citizens in her district.

Let’s hope Democratic candidate Dr. Annie Andrews will help Mace enjoy her blind
dates in peace come November.

DAVID B. GROCE

Johns Island

‘Pigs don’t �y’
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Moe’s closes in downtown Charleston a�er lease dispute to make way for

Refuel store
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I was so delighted at Tuesday’s Post and Courier photo showing where a Refuel store
will be located.

It would add some charm to downtown Charleston.

College students would love it, and I am sure all the tourists would �nd it a perfect
delight.

Too bad it will not have a gas station, as that corner was a “perfect �t.”

Pigs still do not �y in Charleston.

Then again, sensibilities in downtown Charleston do not �y either.

A convenience store on the corner of King and Calhoun?

Too bad Francis Marion isn’t alive. He could have watered his horses there.

SEYMOUR ROSENTHAL

Mount Pleasant



SCDOT Crews Complete Pretreating
Roads Ahead Of Third Winter Storm
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THE LATEST:

South Carolina (/related-entities?eid=48658&ename=South%20Carolina&lang=en)
Department of Transportation crews completed pretreating roads and other major
highways on Friday ahead of the third winter storm forecasted in three weeks.

Crews began 24-hour storm operations Friday morning in counties where the storm is
predicted to have the highest impact.

Wreckers and SHEP trucks were also deployed along key interstates to help drivers
and avoid potential lengthy traffic backups.

SCDOT reminds drivers to monitor conditions and to avoid traveling during winter
weather events, such as snow and ice, if possible.

ORIGINAL STORY (1/27/22):

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Crews with the South Carolina Department of Transportation are
already pretreating roads in anticipation of a third winter storm forecasted for the up-
coming weekend.

SCDOT
@SCDOTPress

SCDOT Maintenance crews are back at it making brine and 
pretreating bridges, interstates and primary routes ahead 
of another weekend of expected winter precipitation. 
#Winter

Watch on Twitter

2:15 PM · Jan 27, 2022
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Temperatures are expected to be exceptionally low across South Carolina for the third
weekend in a row and precipitation ranging from rain to sleet to snow is expected in
some areas.

“After pre-treating and clearing roads over the past two weekends, SCDOT
is prepared in every county of South Carolina should our forces be needed
at any level of response,” Secretary of Transportation Christy Hall said
Thursday, Jan 27, 2022. “Today, SCDOT is beginning to pre-treat inter-
states, our top priority during winter weather events.”

SCDOT crews will continue pretreating roads on Friday in the counties where the
storm is predicted to have the biggest impact.

Those counties will begin their 24-hour operations on Friday morning.

SCDOT will once again have contracts with private companies to position wreckers
along interstates to help avoid potential lengthy backups.

Transportation officials say all counties are fully stocked with salt supplies.

Drivers are asked to avoid traveling during winter weather events as ice and snow
can make roadways dangerous.

South Carolina (/related-entities?eid=48658&ename=South%20Carolina&lang=en)

Department of Transportation (/related-entities?eid=44019&ename=Department%20of%20Trans

Christy Hall (/related-entities?eid=738371457&ename=Christy%20Hall&lang=en)
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LOCAL NEWS

SCDOT prepares roads for wintery mix

by: Alessandra Young

Posted: Jan 28, 2022 / 11:02 PM EST / Updated: Jan 28, 2022 / 11:13 PM EST

Vacation Packages to Cancun
Prepare Yourself for a Vacation
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Watch Your CarolinaLIVE NOW /

There are currently 7 active closings. Click for more details.CLOSINGS & DELAYS /
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CHEROKEE COUNTY, S.C. (WSPA) – This is the third week in a row we’ve been

preparing for winter weather.

“It feels pretty good actually to be in the house and not out and about,” said Bryan

Mcclintock.

The South Carolina Department of Transportation has been treating the roads since

Thursday in preparation for the wintery mix. Pete Poore, with SCDOT, says crews

are working around the clock.

“Interstates are the number one priority, the primary or major roads, particularly

those that connect to the interstate are the second priority, the third priority is

secondary roads in general,” said Poore.
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Poore says each county has a priority list of which roads to treat �rst. He says it

takes them a few days to get to the back roads, but, he says, they’re ready.

“We are fully loaded, every county has what they need, and if we start running down

to a certain level, we will reorder and restock our salt,” he said.

Bryan Mcclintock, a resident in the area, has noticed.

“Yes, actually. I’ve been noticing some salt on the roads, as well as some salt at my

place, whenever I came outside,” he said.

But, once the weather gets bad, he’s staying home,

“Yeah, I stay off the roads. I stay at home and just enjoy my time in the house. Just sit

back and chill,” said Mcclintock.

Poore sys there will be tow trucks waiting to help any cars who get stuck. He

encourages people to look at the highway situation if they have to go out, and to be

alert while driving. Even though the roads are salted, Poore says to keep an eye out

for any slick spots.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

SHARE THIS STORY

MORE STORIES

33°

https://www.wspa.com/news/local-news/officers-searching-for-2-persons-of-interest-in-shoplifting-incident-in-greenville/
https://www.wspa.com/weather/
https://www.wspa.com/


1/31/22, 9:25 AM SCDOT prepares roads, bridges for winter weather | WCBD News 2

https://www.counton2.com/news/scdot-prepares-roads-bridges-for-winter-weather/ 1/2

NEWS

SCDOT prepares roads, bridges for winter weather

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. (WCBD) – There is a chance some areas in the Lowcountry

could see snow this weekend, which means the potential for ice on roads and

bridges. However, road crews have been hard at work making sure road conditions

remain safe.

by: Kevon Dupree

Posted: Jan 28, 2022 / 11:33 PM EST / Updated: Jan 28, 2022 / 11:33 PM EST

SCDOT prepares roads, bridges for winter weather
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“We started putting out brine,” South Carolina Department of Transportation

(SCDOT) spokesman James Law said. “A solution of salt and water mixture mid-

afternoon today and we’ll continue that later into the late afternoon.”

But they don’t expect conditions to be as icy as last weekend.

“We have crews on standby in case any ice does start forming,” Law said.

SCDOT says drivers should still use extreme caution.

“We would ask the driving public not to use the roadways if they don’t need to,” Law

said. “But the roadways should be clear.”

A question many want answered: is there potential for the Ravenel Bridge to close

again this weekend? Law says that’s hard to predict.

“I think last weekend we said we didn’t foresee a problem,” he said. “It’s a timely call,

you know, we just have to be ready in case it does happen.”

He says the bridge closed due to ice falling from the suspension cables, not ice on

the bridge’s surface.

“When that ice forms on the cables,” Law said. “It makes a hazardous situation for

the ice to be falling to distract drivers or to hit the car and cause them to pay

attention to the ice falling rather than driving.”

SCDOT crews say they work in step with local agencies to make sure all roads are

taken care of.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Tony K. Cox (Credit: SCDOT)

HORRY COUNTY, S.C. (WPDE) — Tony K. Cox, of Horry County, was named Vice Chairman of the

South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) Commission at the Commission's Jan.

Horry County man named Vice Chairman of SC Department of
Transportation Commission
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27, meeting in Columbia.

Cox, a Commissioner representing the 7th Congressional District, joined the SCDOT

Commission in 2017.

He has previously served as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Commission.

He is a graduate of the University of South Carolina with a B. A. degree in public

administration/real estate and completed the Harvard Graduate School of Design, Advanced

Management Development Program.

Sponsored Links

NerdWallet

Goodbye Plastic, Hello Metal Credit Cards

Cox is a real estate professional with 40 years of experience. He currently serves as the

executive vice president at Burroughs and Chapin Co., Inc. in Myrtle Beach, according to a

release sent out by SCDOT on Thursday.

He is past chairman of the South Carolina Real Estate Commission and a former chairman of

the Horry County Planning Commission.
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ON YOUR SIDE

According to Lexington County, their hands are tied because of the

private ownership

GASTON, S.C. — There are potholes as far as the eye can see down Bismarck Drive in Gaston.

"This road is bad," Christina Combest, Gaston resident said.

"It's crazy that people have to work 10 -12 hour shifts, then come home and then you have to go

through a battlefield just to get to your home," Joshua Tucker, Gaston resident said.

Gaston residents say a road has
about 100 potholes and they want it
fixed

Author: Rachel Ripp

Published: 7:34 PM EST January 27, 2022

Updated: 8:05 PM EST January 27, 2022
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This street is parallel to Woodtrail Drive and Apricot Court. It's perpendicular to Boy Scout Road.

Residents who live here said they estimate there are about 100 potholes.

Morgan Johnson says she leaves her house 30 minutes early just to be on time to drop off her

kids.

"I drop them off at the school bus at the end of this road, back and forth every morning, every

afternoon," Johnson said.

She has to drive under 5 miles per hour and the winter weather we've been having hasn't

helped either.

The problem? It's privately owned by someone who has died.

According to local paralegals, ownership is passed down to the next possible heir.

"I believe it's either a son or grandson and he doesn't want the road, so we're stuck," said

Regina Haigwood who lives in Gaston. 

According to Lexington county, their hands are tied because of the private ownership. 

So, for now, these residents' best option is to speak with the new owner about next steps or

get legal advice.

Scott Whetstone, Lexington county council member for District One said, "If it's good

infrastructure, then it's providing you access to go to work and home from work. It's providing

essential services to be able to get to you, fire, police and EMS. Bad infrastructure will cause

problems and delays in all of this, being it can also tear your vehicles up."  

Whetstone and town councilwoman Carol McCombs said residents in Gaston along this road

can call them with their concerns so that they can try to provide some help.

Scott Whetstone can be reached at (803) 240-3472 or swhetstone@lex-co.com. Carol

McCombs can be reached at (803) 446-4491 or townofgaston@gmail.com.

Below is the Access Road Agreement for Bismarck Drive in Lexington county.

Credit: WLTX
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Two state representatives ask for safety review of
Ashley Phosphate Road

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – Many people say Ashley Phosphate Road has

caused a number of issues over the years. Now, two state representatives are asking

for a review of the North Charleston roadway.

by: Kevon Dupree

Posted: Jan 30, 2022 / 12:05 AM EST / Updated: Jan 30, 2022 / 12:05 AM EST
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State representatives Wendell Gilliard and Marvin Pendarvis say changes are needed

on Ashley Phosphate Road.

“If you’re familiar with the area,” Rep. Gilliard said. “They have what we call a massive

problem when it comes to volume of traf�c.”

Rep. Pendarvis says the road has been a nightmare for drivers for years.

“I recall instances where we were calling for Ashley Phosphate to have someone

address it when I was a child growing up here,” he said. “So, it’s nothing new.”

Both lawmakers recently requested information about the roadway from the South

Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT).

“I asked the DOT to give us the statistics going back ten years on Ashley Phosphate

in that area,” Gilliard said.

Gilliard hopes that data will help solve some of the issues along Ashley Phosphate.

“It’s so many things taking place along Ashley Phosphate that I think now is the time

that we need to make sure we stay ahead of the game,” he said. “We have to ensure

safety for all of our citizens in that area.”

Part of Gilliard’s interest in the road stems from his friend, Carlos Dunlap Sr., being

hit and killed by a car on Ashley Phosphate, on January 23.

“Out of respect for the Dunlap family and all the other families that lost loved ones

along that highway out there,” Gilliard said. “We have to do what we must, or what

we can.”

They say SCDOT’s engineering administrator, Tim Henderson, has been receptive to

their request.

“He agreed that yes, we can meet,” Gilliard said. “Yes, he’ll do the study and he’ll give

us all the statistics that we need.”
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