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Inland Port Greer expansion done by late 2023; $264M
datacenter to Spartanburg: Notes
�� ��������� ����� ���������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Inland Port Greer extends the Port of Charleston’s reach ��� miles inland.

���������� ������������

The $�� million expansion to the Inland Port Greer, which was originally
announced in spring ����, is anticipated to be completed in late ���� and increase
the storage capacity at the port by about �� percent.

The South Carolina Ports Authority announced last year it would use $�� million in
federal grant money, with port revenues covering additional costs, to enhance rail
infrastructure, increase the terminal’s container capacity, expand the chassis yard
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and add two operations buildings.

Construction on the project began in October ����.

The Inland Port Greer sits near Interstate �� and extends the reach of the Port of
Charleston by ��� miles inland via rail service. Big Upstate manufacturers like the
Spartanburg County BMW plant use the inland port to transfer products to the
Lowcountry’s Port of Charleston.

����������� ��������

SC BMW plant breaks production record despite global supply issues,

pandemic

�� ��������� ����� ���������������������.���

New york-based cryptocurrency mining company, Greenidge Generation, announced on Jan. ��, ����, it would establish

operations in Spartanburg County and invest ���� million into the county through ����. Provided/One Spartanburg

������������ �����������
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Upstate New York cryptocurrency mining company comes to the
Upstate of South Carolina
By the second half of ����, a cryptocurrency datacenter sitting on ��� acres in
Spartanburg County will “be online.”

On Jan. ��, Greenidge Generation Holdings Inc., “a vertically integrated
cryptocurrency mining and power generation company committed to ���% carbon-
neutral datacenter operations,” announced it will invest $��� million into the
county through ���� and create �� new-tech-sector jobs, according to multiple state
and local economic development releases.

The new cryptocurrency center, located at ��� Jones Road in Spartanburg, will be
the Upstate South Carolina operation for the company. It is expected to have ���
megawatts of capacity when fully developed.

In December ����, another bitcoin mining company launched in Greenville.
Helmed by former South Carolina governor candidate John Warren and other
Palmetto State businesspeople, Gem Mining “has raised over $��� million in
institutional capital and owns over ��,��� mining machines that are now in
operation or set for near-term delivery,” according to a December release.

In other news...

����������� ��������

Agape Care Group moving HQ to downtown Spartanburg

�� ����� �������� ������������������������.���

���������� ��������

� Upstate industrial property updates; Lockheed Greenville hiring event:

Business notes

�� ��������� ����� ���������������������.���
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Lithuania-based battery manufacturing company EMUS established a sales and
customer support operations center in Greenville in the Merovan Center. Founded
in ����, this is the �rst foreign o�ce for the “high-tech manufacturing company
that produces battery management systems for Lithium-ion battery packs,”
according to a release. The choice to establish operations in the U.S. is to “capitalize
on the growing e-mobility, robotics, energy storage, and maritime industry markets
in North America and to provide more immediate support for its existing customer
base.” EMUS chief executive Vaidotas Rutkauskas told the Post and Courier in an
email that the company plans on hiring one or two employees in the Upstate at the
beginning. “Our vision is that our volume of business in the U.S. market will grow
enough to establish a high-tech electronics manufacturing facility,” Rutkauskas
said. In early January, the shops and business park under the Merovan Center
name sold for $��.� million to real estate developer RealtyLink.

Prisma Health announced Jonathan Gleason, MD, as its new executive vice
president and chief clinical o�cer. Gleason joins the health system from Je�erson
Health and Thomas Je�erson University from the greater Philadelphia and
southern New Jersey region where he served in the same role.

Atlanta-based development �rm RocaPoint Partners announced the three
companies leading the leasing e�orts for the University Ridge multi-use
redevelopment coming to Greenville. Commercial real estate �rm CBRE will lead
the o�ce leasing e�orts, KDS Commercial Properties will handle the direct multi-
family land sales and Steve Yenser of Yenser Co. will manage retail leasing. The $�
billion project aims to better connect the University Ridge region to downtown
Greenville. The new project will span over the next decade and sit in the former
location of the County Square, county health department and Department of
Transportation o�ces.

Spartanburg-based Agape Care Group acquired Georgia-based Lanier Hospice.
Agape, a hospice and palliative care provider, provides care in all South Carolina
counties and has a presence in �� of the ��� counties in Georgia. For the time being,
Lanier Hospice will continue to operate under its current name and brand. Terms of
the deal were not disclosed. In November ����, Agape announced its plans to move
its corporate headquarters to the Montgomery Building in downtown
Spartanburg by May �, ����.
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Stephanie Mirah is a reporter for The Post and Courier Greenville.

That’s all for this week. Email your thoughts, tips, releases and newsy bits to
smirah@postandcourier.com.
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SC manufacturing, cargo growth spur Upstate inland port expansion
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� major Greenville County government storylines from ����
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Follow Stephanie Mirah on Twitter @stephaniemirah
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SC’s Tom Rice discusses proposed I-73 expansion at Conway
chamber event

�� ������� ������ ����������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Rep. Tom Rice speaks to the Conway Chamber of Commerce at a event on Jan. ��. Richard Caines/Sta�

������� ������������

CONWAY — Calling himself a “Chamber of Commerce Republican,” U.S. Rep. Tom
Rice met with the Conway Chamber of Commerce at the Waccamaw Shrine Club on
Jan. �� to discuss issues facing the �th Congressional District, which spans eight
counties in northeastern South Carolina.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/rcaines
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One of the topics discussed during the hour-long meeting was the proposed
expansion of Interstate �� into South Carolina, which would eventually connect
Interstate �� to Myrtle Beach.

Last October, Gov. Henry McMaster announced he would be asking the South
Carolina General Assembly for $��� million as a part of the $�.� billion plan to
start the development of the project.

Myrtle Beach City Council has said they want to commit $�.� million a year for up
to �� years, with North Myrtle Beach also pledging $�.� million a year.

Horry County Council previously shot down a proposed resolution to put up to $�.�
million annually for �� years, or $��� million total towards the construction of the
proposed interstate.

Additionally, Dillon City Council has passed a resolution opposing SCDOT’s
preferred route.

Rice, who was chair of Horry County Council before being elected to his current seat
in ����, said the project was basically “dead in the water” when he �rst got to
Washington, D.C. a year later.

������ �����

SC’s Tom Rice says Trump ‘did nothing’ to stop Jan. � riot in anniversary

statement
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SC �th District candidate reschedules rally with Reps Marjorie Taylor-Greene,

Ma� Gaetz (copy)
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He said there wasn’t a permit in place for the highway, so he called the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Christy Hall from the S.C. Department of Transportation to
come up with a checklist so progress could be made.

“It took four years, but we got a permit,” Rice said.

McMaster has said the $��� million is the combination of South Carolina’s share of
American Rescue Plan Act dollars and non-recurring dollars from the state’s
projected $� billion budget surplus for the �scal year ����.

Rice said during a meeting with the governor, he suggested that the surplus be used
in infrastructure projects where future generations will get a return on it.

Many of those opposing I-�� have questioned why local roads are not being
addressed �rst. Rice spoke to a handful of protestors before he walked into the
building.

Rep. Tom Rice speaks to protestors before a Jan. �� meeting with the Conway Chamber of Commerce. Richard Caines/Sta�

������� ������������
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Richard Caines covers business and courts in Horry and Georgetown County for The Post and Courier. He

graduated from the Cronkite School at Arizona State University and is a huge Philadelphia sports fan.

Noting the Carolina Forest Boulevard widening project and the S.C. Highway ��
extension, Rice said that current Road Improvement and Development E�ort
funding, or RIDE as it is commonly known, is creating more local roads, far more
than almost any other county in the state.

According to Rice, the Department of Labor does a wage study where Horry County
ranks low and bringing in the interstate will attract businesses other than tourism
or agriculture.

He said it makes him angry to see those born in Horry County graduating from area
colleges and then moving to Columbia or Charleston where they can earn more
money.

“That makes me mad, and it should make you mad,” Rice said. “I want people to
have options and that’s why I �ght for I-�� so hard.”

Follow Richard Caines on Twitter at @rickcaines

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/rcaines
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LOCAL NEWS

Lowcountry receives $860K for development along
proposed rapid transit line

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – The Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of

Governments (BCDCOG) on Tuesday announced that it has received federal funds to

by: Chase Laudenslager

Posted: Jan 25, 2022 / 04:46 PM EST / Updated: Jan 25, 2022 / 04:31 PM EST
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put towards transit-oriented development (TOD) along the proposed Lowcountry

Rapid Transit Line.

The $860,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit

Administration will be used to develop “a strategic plan for implementing equitable

transit-oriented development.” BCDCOG members will work to orient a mix of

commercial, residential, of�ce, and entertainment entities within proximity to

transit stations.

U.S. Transportation Secretary, Pete Buttigieg, elaborated, explaining that TOD

“offers easier, more affordable access to jobs, healthcare, school, shopping, and

other daily needs.”

The goal is to create “walkable, mixed-use, vibrant, and connected communities,”

according to BCDCOG Executive Director, Ron Mitchum.

The funding will also “�ll the gap needed to employ TOD tools” previously identi�ed,

including:

Equitable Infrastructure and Housing Needs Assessment

Fiscal Impacts/Bene�ts Analysis of Equitable TOD Strategies

eTOD (equitable TOD) Implementation Support – Codes, Ordinances, Affordable

Housing Development and Adoption

Market Assessment and Community Viz Update

Public Engagement

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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The SC Department of Transportation said they see the most potholes

form during the winter months.

HOPKINS, S.C. — With nearly two months left of winter, the South Carolina Department of

Transportation (SCDOT) said residents can expect to see more potholes on the roads, mainly

because of the weather. 

Lauren Abron is a resident in Hopkins. She and her husband were went to the grocery store on

Thursday, when they hit a pothole. 

SCDOT says more potholes are
expected for the winter season.
Here's how to report one

Author: Tai Wong

Published: 6:17 PM EST January 24, 2022

Updated: 6:17 PM EST January 24, 2022

OYS: How to get help when potholes hurt your car
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"I’ve never hit one so hard that it popped a tire," Abron said, "That’s never happened to us

before."

She adds, the damages are costing them hundreds. 

"The dealership wants $318 for the tire, and too align it, and to balance the tire," Abron said.

"We also checked at that discount tire, and they want between $193 and $249, so that's where

we're at now."

RELATED: SCDOT to repair potholes on I-77 Southbound

SCDOT said the formation of holes happen when the temperatures drop. With water in the

ground, the freezing night temperatures, and warmer day temperatures, it creates a freeze

thaw process in the ground. When the water freezes— it expands and when it melts— it

contracts, creating cracks and holes in the roads. 

The agency said in a statement: "Repairing of potholes during the winter months can be difficult

and short-lived due to the same reasons as above: once too much moisture gets into the base

of a road, it is difficult to remedy that root cause of the pothole: so although the surface is

patched for the time being, the pothole has an increased chance of reappearing."

The department also adds: "This problem is compounded in winter due to the limited

availability of hot-mix asphalt during the winter months.  The Department is continuously

evolving with equipment to allow us to bridge the winter months regarding getting and keeping

hot-mix asphalt for winter use."

SCDOT said if residents see a pothole, they are encouraged to report it to either through their

website or by calling 855-GO-SCDOT (855-467-2368)  

"Although we have inspectors checking, it is impossible to have eyes everywhere at once along

thousands of miles or roadway, so we appreciate the heads-up from the public on any road

issue," SCDOT said. 

Not all roads are owned by SCDOT, but the agency said if your vehicle is damaged on their

roads, you can file a claim and you *could* receive compensation for the damages. 

https://www.wcnc.com/article/traffic/scdot-to-repair-potholes-on-i-77-southbound-patch-wednesday-thursday-november17-2021/101-312ecc57-23b4-4257-9a1e-6e143fea2d31
http://dbw.scdot.org/workrequest/
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To file a damage claim, motorists may contact SCDOT at 855-GO-SCDOT (855-467-2368) a fill

out a form online on SCDOT's pothole page.

Ground broken on $1.7 billion project to redo Columbia's Malfunction JunctionGround broken on $1.7 billion project to redo Columbia's Malfunction Junction
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GOLDEN STRIP

Swamp Rabbit Trail bridge over I-385,
key to expansion, is about to begin
construction

Published 6:00 a.m. ET Jan. 26, 2022

The key to connecting the Prisma Health Swamp Rabbit Trail to the Golden Strip will begin
taking shape in March. That's when construction is to begin on a pedestrian bridge ultimately
linking the popular trail that runs from Travelers Rest through Greenville to its planned
development through the cities of Mauldin, Simpsonville and Fountain Inn.

Work on the pedestrian bridge that will span the six-lane Interstate 385 is expected to
begin in March, according to Mauldin City Administrator Brandon Madden. Without this
piece of the trail puzzle, existing sections of the trail in Simpsonville and Fountain Inn won't
be able to connect to the 22-mile trail in Greenville.

More: Change is coming to Cleveland Park in Greenville as Swamp Rabbit Trail gets tunnel

Greenville County officials estimate more than 500,000 people use the trail annually, and it's
been cited as an economic-development catalyst throughout the county.

Officials as far south as Laurens have made plans to connect to the trail.

The pedestrian bridge in Mauldin is being built near the Bridges Road exit and on the
doorstep of BridgeWay Station, an Italian-inspired town center that will house apartments, a
hotel, restaurants and shopping that is currently under construction.

The 80-plus acre development is being eyed as the future site of a proposed Greenville
Triumph Soccer Club stadium as well. 

Inside BridgeWay: Charleston restaurant Poogan's Porch owners opening an Upstate
location

Caitlin Herrington

Greenville News
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Some sewer work in the area is slated for February to encase lines in steel, bracing them for
the weight of additional dirt that will be added to build the bridge. The technique also allows
for easier access to the lines in case a repair is needed, Mauldin City Councilman Jason
Kraeling said last week.

Council approved up to $100,000 for the sewer upgrade at its Jan. 18 meeting. That work is
expected is take about four weeks.

Trail safety: Intersections on the Swamp Rabbit Trail: What to do, what's being done

Council approved $5 million in funds for the bridge in 2019 and committed to development
of the trail. The bridge is expected to take 12 to 18 months to complete, according to the city.

Following that 2019 commitment, Council last week also selected Cely Construction for an
entryway to its 0.25-mile trail that begins across from Mauldin High School. Council
budgeted $50,000 to upgrade the trailhead on East Butler Road that could eventually bring
Swamp Rabbit connectivity.

– Caitlin Herrington, local reporter and lover of alliteration, covers government and
growth in the Golden Strip. Get in touch with her at cherrington@greenvillenews.com,
follow her on Twitter @GVLnewsCat and support her work by subscribing at
greenvillenews.com/subscribe.

https://www.greenvilleonline.com/in-depth/news/local/2021/09/21/most-dangerous-intersections-swamp-rabbit-trail-how-to-fix/7633543002/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/golden-strip/2019/12/17/mauldin-approves-swamp-rabbit-trail-bridge-over-385/2675962001/
mailto:cherrington@greenvillenews.com
https://twitter.com/GVLnewscat
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Human remains found along Interstate 85 in Anderson
County identified as man reported missing in 2017,

coroner says

Remains found by South Carolina Department of Transportation crew 
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Human remains have been found along Interstate 85 in Anderson County, according to the

Anderson County Sheriff's Office.

Advertisement

The remains have been identified as David Wayne Oakley, 37, of Anderson, according to Don

McCown, Anderson County chief deputy coroner.

Oakley was reported missing June 4, 2017, after his vehicle was found on Interstate 85

northbound near mile marker 30 on June 1, 2017, according to Greg Shore from the Anderson

County Coroner's Office.

The remains were found in a wooded area near the interstate and appear to show no signs

and/or indication of foul play, Shore said.

(Video above: Sky 4 flew over the area Tuesday morning)

Deputies said the skeletal remains were found Tuesday morning near mile marker 29.
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They said they were found by a South Carolina Department of Transportation crew.

Other news: (Story continues below)

Three killed in head-on crash in Upstate, coroner says

Greenville police ask for help finding 14-year-old

Well-respected Upstate business owner dies; funeral held today
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CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Mount Pleasant town leaders discuss next steps on
Billy Swails Boulevard Project

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. (WCBD) – There’s controversy over the Billy Swails

Boulevard Project that Mount Pleasant leaders say, would ease some of the traf�c on

by: Lexi Moore

Posted: Jan 25, 2022 / 11:32 PM EST / Updated: Jan 26, 2022 / 04:33 AM EST
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Highway 17.

With Highway 17 sometimes creating a sea of headlights in Mount Pleasant, town

leaders say they expect cars on the roads to double within the next 20 years.

“By 2040 we predict there will be over 90,000 vehicles a day,” says Paul Lykins, the

Deputy Director of Engineering and Development Services for the Town of Mount

Pleasant.

That’s why Mount Pleasant town leaders and the South Carolina Department of

Transportation are �nalizing their plans in the Billy Swails Boulevard project, which

will serve as an alternate route through Mount Pleasant to alleviate traf�c off of

Highway 17 and Ri�e Range Road.

“We built several phases of Hungry Neck, then we built Sweetgrass Basket Parkway.

This is the missing link, the �nal segment of that,” says Lykins.

Town leaders say the anticipated project is a two-lane divided roadway that will

create turn lanes and bike and pedestrian lanes, without impacting homes or

neighborhoods. The project is expected to cost around $14 million and construction

will start July 2023.

“We don’t impact any residential structures. We come close to a few neighborhoods,

but there are no commercial or residential impacts nobody loses their home,” says

Lykins.

Some Mount Pleasant residents say as this project helps traf�c conditions as the

area grows, their biggest concerns are wildlife and safety conditions.

“There are all kinds of wildlife that exists in that area. You need to be aware when

you do this construction, you got wildlife,” says one concerned resident.

“I’m afraid this might be another speedway, because that’s the way it is around here,”

says another concerned resident.
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STATE - REGIONAL

South Carolina troopers handle 1000-plus tra�c
incidents during winter storm; no fatalities

COLUMBIA, S.C. (WCBD) – Troopers with the South Carolina Highway Patrol and

State Transport Police responded to more than a thousand calls for service as winter

weather hit the state over the weekend.

by: Tim Renaud

Posted: Jan 24, 2022 / 03:47 PM EST / Updated: Jan 24, 2022 / 03:47 PM EST

Photo: Ice and snow on South Carolina roadways | Courtesy SC Dept. of Public Safety
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The South Carolina Department of Public Safety said the two departments received

1,095 calls between 5 a.m. Friday and 10 a.m. Saturday. It was the second winter

storm to impact the state in as many weeks.

SCDPS said there were no weather-related highway fatalities during the storm.

While the Lowcountry and PeeDee mostly saw freezing rain and ice, areas across the

Midlands received a few inches of snow as a storm system met below freezing

temperatures late Friday night into early Saturday morning.

In all, SCDPS said troopers investigated 479 collisions,

assisted 346 motorists, were called to 115 abandoned

vehicles and responded to four trees in the roadway.

Troopers closed the US 52 Connector in North

Charleston early Saturday morning after ice began to

form on the roadway. There were three traf�c

incidents there, one involving a car that went down an

embankment and another involving a truck that slid

and traveled over a guardrail. No injuries were reported in those cases.

Troopers urged drivers to stay off the roads until they could be treated by the state

Department of Transportation crews and ice melted.

Crash on the US 52 Connector | SC Dept. of Public Safety Photo: SC Dept. of Public Safety

Photos: Snow at the South Carolina State House →
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