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LOCAL

Woodruff Road traffic relief project
passed by Greenville County Council
Genna Contino Greenville News
Published 6:02 a.m. ET Dec. 21, 2021 Updated 4:10 p.m. ET Jan. 5, 2022

This article was updated on Jan. 5, 2022, with new information on allocation plans for
Greenville County road-improvement money. 

Greenville County Council voted unanimously to approve the Woodruff Road Congestion
Relief Project Tuesday night at a special-called meeting, clearing the way for a new roadway
to bring relief to traffic.

The ordinance's passing enables the county to accept funding from the State Infrastructure
Bank, a state-level source of funding for transportation projects. The county would provide a
local match, giving the project a green light.

The $121 million project would add a new roadway with four travel lanes roughly parallel to
Woodruff Road. It has been the Greenville-Pickens Area Transportation Study's No. 1
priority since 2013, councilmember Butch Kirven said. The project was initially discussed in
2011.

From November: $121 million Woodruff Road Bypass project could be in jeopardy, ex-
council chair says

Here's a breakdown of the project's total $121,346,932 funding, according to county
documents:

GPATS will provide $42 million, 35% of the project's funding 
Greenville County will provide $30,336,733, 25% of the project's funding
The South Carolina State Infrastructure Bank will provide $49,010,199, 40% of the
projects funding

The project is estimated to be completed by the end of 2027, according to GPATS.

https://www.greenvilleonline.com/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/staff/2823500001/genna-contino/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2021/11/02/woodruff-road-traffic-congestion-bypass-project-possibly-jeopardy/6240526001/
https://formswift.com/free-write/edit-extension.php?documentType=l7Cl5CInDBipFUgQS4esrBz7aBYMcTHZ&ses=31d7aad0017bdb3a1d7ec82cdec5d761&key=226192335&utm_source=fs-edit-link
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The council also gave a third and final reading on its road-improvement ordinance,
which allocates $10 million toward other road and bridge infrastructure over each of the next
three years.

For 2022, the $10 million will go to the Woodruff Road traffic relief project. For 2023 and
2024, county staff are to report which roads and bridges are to be slated for work to the
council which will ultimately approve that decision. 

Genna Contino covers Greenville County and housing for The Greenville News. Contact
Genna at gcontino@gannett.com or on Twitter @GennaContino. Subscribe to The
Greenville News at greenvillenews.com/subscribe.

https://www.greenvillecounty.org/Council/_Agenda/Meetings%20of%202021/Special%20Called%20County%20Council%20Meeting/2021.12.21/Road%20Improvement%20Ordinance%202021.12.14%20(2).pdf


1/6/22, 9:10 AM Wetlands affect no ‘critical areas’ for Hall Road project - UpstateToday

https://upstatetoday.com/2022/01/06/wetlands-affect-no-critical-areas-for-hall-road-project/ 1/3

Upstate Today Powered by
The Journal

Successful Log in!

Dashboard

(https://seneca.newzware.com/ss70v2/seneca/common/template.jsp?
autoLogout=Y&
nwmodule=main&nwpage=main)

Wetlands affect
no ‘critical areas’
for Hall Road
project
By Andrea Kelley

The Journal

WESTMINSTER — Another item can be
checked off the list for Westminster’s Hall Road
project.

City administrator Kevin Bronson published the
results of the wetlands evaluation of the
property in his Dec. 23 administrator report,
showing fewer than 1.5 acres of wetlands.
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Bronson
The evaluation was commissioned at city
council’s Oct. 5 meeting after a land survey of
the 62-acre property on Hall Road revealed a
spring-fed creek in the southern edge of the
property.

“If we were a private property owner this would
not matter, but because we’re a municipality
and because we will likely have state and
federal funds come in to help construct this, I
will have to, at some point, fill out an
application that says there are no wetlands in
here,” Bronson said at the meeting. “I can only
do that if I know that for sure.”

The property is slated to become a recreational
complex housing five baseball fields, a gym
and a disc golf course, among other things.

Council voted to have Greenville-based
engineering firm S&ME perform the evaluation
before moving ahead with the current layout.

No wetlands in ‘critical areas’

The survey, which was returned on Dec. 17,
showed three wetland areas totaling fewer
than a tenth of an acre, and one larger area
taking up 1.25 acres along the southeast edge
of the property.

Bronson said the wetlands shouldn’t disrupt
much of the original plan.

“None of the critical areas for the project have
wetlands on it. That’s what this proves,” he
said. “The ballfields can still pretty much go
where the ballfields were, except for that fifth
field. The gymnasium can still pretty much go
where they had decided they wanted it to be,
so the components are still in play.”

He said the survey was a “necessary
intermediate step” in the design process.

“Anybody who’s ever done a big recreation
project knows there’s plenty of steps that
you’ve got to get through before you get the
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final design, and this is one of those,” Bronson
said. “Not really anything for the council to
make a decision on, but it’s what the
conceptual design consultants and the
engineers will use in kind of determining the
layout of the project.”

The results will be forwarded to consulting firm
SeamonWhiteside, which will adjust the
recreation complex design as needed to work
around the wetlands.

Bronson said state and federal agencies want
to leave wetlands undisturbed, but will make
exceptions if a project “provides for mitigation
of the wetlands.”

“Basically, they want you to replace it if you
disturb it,” he said. “What was encouraging to
me when I look at (the report) — we can stay
outside the footprint of any of these.”

He said the largest wetland area was the most
important one to avoid, but the design already
does that.

“We can go in, we can put bridges across it, we
can construct across it, but you have to have a
plan on how you’re going to remediate
whatever you disturb,” Bronson said. “It’s
cheaper if you just stay away from it and don’t
disturb it, so we will very likely just stay away
from it. And our plan mostly accomplishes
that.”
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Only State That Tapped Emergency
Fed Program Pays Off $2B Loan

Census Recounts Fail To Account
For Covid Chaos, Cities Say

How Glastonbury Police Uses Digital
Evidence To Solve Child Exploitation
Cases

How State And Local Governments
Can Mitigate Fraud And Abuse

How Governments Can Prevent Highway
Snow Disasters

ISTOCK.COM/FATCAMERA

By Andre Claudio | JANUARY 5, 2022 07:22 PM ET

Transportation experts recommend ways for averting a

weather fiasco like the one that shutdown Interstate 95 in

Virginia, trapping thousands of motorists in their

vehicles for more than a day.

PUBLIC SAFETY TRANSPORTATION NATURAL DISASTERS

Virginia’s devastating snowstorm that trapped thousands of

motorists on an interstate for more than a day this week has

raised concerns across the nation about how to prevent

similar situations from occurring.

Thousands of motorists—including one U.S. senator—found

themselves trapped in their cars in Virginia overnight

Monday and all day Tuesday, as snow and ice brought traffic

in both directions on Interstate 95 to a standstill for 48 miles.

As of Tuesday night, cars were no longer stuck on the

highway but some were still stranded on side roads,

according to media reports.
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Hani S. Mahmassani, director of the Northwestern University

Transportation Center, said preplanning with multiple

scenarios might be the best course of action instead of

reacting to a weather crisis, getting overwhelmed and

deciding what to do on the spot.

“In best practice, you are preparing for contingencies and

then you monitor all of it in real-time so that you can act

very fast to address severe conditions," Mahmassani, a

professor of civil and environmental engineering, said. "It

seems to me there are just so many questions that one can

ask like, 'was this done' or 'why wasn't that done?’ 

As for this week's highway debacle in Virginia, “If I were to

summarize it, it was little done way too late, essentially." 

Deploy Resources Quickly

If motorists are stuck in traffic for a significant period due to

a massive snowstorm, Mahmassani recommended states and

localities take a different, more helpful approach. This

includes clearing the roads quickly and promptly with the

resources available.

“You don't keep people on the highway, you move them. If

the weather conditions are so bad you must deploy whatever

it takes to get to the people in one form or another,"

Mahmassani told Route Fifty. "And that may involve using

helicopters and other forms of reaching them."

Mahmassani also suggested deploying military-level

capabilities for extreme weather events because that's what

people expect as taxpayers—that they will be taken care of in

the event of a natural disaster.

"I know that all the police officers and others were working

hard to clear out people, but ultimately people were

abandoned by the entities that are in charge," he said.

Invest in Operations

In addition to evacuating people, H. Oliver Gao, a professor

at Cornell University’s School of Civil and Environmental

Engineering, told The Hill decisions about allocating funds for

infrastructure improvements will be essential to prevent future situations

like the I-95 traffic nightmare.

“How can we make sure we use this money in the correct way, in a long-

term systematic way so that we really solve these problems?” Gao told The

Hill.
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Wintery Conditions Leave Thousands of
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Mahmassani described transportation operations and management as

being the "poor child" because a lot of infrastructure money goes to

construction. However, these systems are very complex, and he said

operations and management are just as important, if not more important,

to keep roads and people safe.  

Mahmassani said government officials must look at a severe snow event

in the same way they do any other big weather event, like flooding.

"There needs to be recognition that operations are a 24/7 kind of activity,

not just nine to five," Mahmassani added. "One has to really have in place

the ability to deal with emergencies and contingencies of this nature. While

they don't happen every day, they do happen."

Andre Claudio is the assistant editor for Route Fifty. 
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