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SCDOT: Input on Mark Clark Expressway extension shows 43% approval rate. (WCIV)

CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCIV) — Over the summer, the South Carolina Department of

Transportation held public input meetings about possible plans for the Mark Clark Expressway

SCDOT: Input on Mark Clark Expressway extension shows 43% approval
rate

by Tara Jabour

Tuesday, January 4th 2022
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extension.

Now, the results are in.

51 percent of Charleston county residents do not approve of the project. 43 percent approve

the project, and 5 percent are neutral.

The project would add about nine miles of highway from West Ashley to the James Island

connector.

SCDOT: Input on Mark Clark Expressway extension shows 43% approval rate. (WCIV)

Nix-526, a community group, and the Coastal Conservation League oppose the idea. They told

ABC News 4 they weren't surprised with the meeting results.

"Between the opposed which was 51 percent, and those that had no particular opinion that's

another 7 or 8 percent so 57 percent of people are opposed," said Rich Thomas with Nix-526.

One reason for their opposition is environmental concerns.

Read More: Mark Clark Extension plan presented to the public
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"It impacts dozens of acres of fresh and saltwater wetlands. Particularly through crossing of the

Stono River in two di�erent places in West Ashley to John's Island and John's Island to James

Island," said Jason Crowley, a senior program director at the Coastal Conservation League.

They also worry congestion will only move to the new interstate, which won't resolve tra�c

delays.

Another concern: the history they feel the construction would destroy.

Read More: Public input sought for I-526E Corridor upgrades; construction may not start for 6

years

"If you look on James Island, you see the road proposal going right through some old black

neighborhoods that are well established. That have been there for 100 years," Thomas said.

ABC News 4 reached out to SCDOT about the results and they issued us this statement.

"Holding the Public Hearing and soliciting feedback from the public on the Recommended

Preferred Alternative is a part of the National Environmental Policy Act process. The public

comments received are critical in the transportation decision-making process and help build an

understanding of community issues and needs. These comments will be considered during the

development of the Final Environmental Impact Statement and may play a role in modi�cations

to the Recommended Preferred Alternative. SCDOT and Charleston County are currently

moving forward in the process by responding to the Public Hearing comments and developing

the Final Environmental Impact Statement. All comments and responses will be made part of

the public record and be included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement."

Read More: Public comment period open for Mark Clark Extension Project

Still, Jason Crowley said he believes SCDOT can do other things to ease tra�c on Johns and

James Islands.

"If you invested in bus rapid transit in West Ashley and James Island, and if you invested in local

solutions on John's island you would have a greater bene�t for the entire region and it would

cost less money," he said.

No plan is �nalized for the project. Construction is supposed to begin in 2024.
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Mark Clark Extension plan presented to the public

The S. C. Department of Transportation and Charleston County Government presented to the public a new plan for
the Mark Clark Extension. The plan, alternative G, would include 9. 5 miles of Mark Clark Expressway, two
connectors, two river crossings and a bike and pedestrian pathway. If the project goes forward as is, it is expected
to begin construction in 2024 and cost $725 million.
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https://www.postandcourier.com/rising-waters/charlestons-bill-to-�x-�ooding-is-rising-�nding-the-money-to-pay-
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Charleston’s bill to �x �ooding is rising. Finding the money to
pay for it is a puzzle.

�� ����� ������� �����������������������.���

��� ��, ����

Work continues on the next phase to repair and elevate the Low Ba�ery wall along Murray Boulevard on June �, ����. The

work on the two-block section between Ashley Boulevard and Council Street has a ��� million price tag. Brad Ne�les/Sta�

���� �������� �����������������������.���

The cost to �x �ooding in Charleston has bloomed to some $� billion in total, city
o�cials say — a price tag for solutions from cleaning out plugged drainage systems
to new, deep tunnels and a wall that could de�ect hurricane waves from the
downtown peninsula.

https://www.postandcourier.com/users/profile/Chloe%20Johnson
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In ����, The Post and Courier asked city o�cials how much it might cost to �x
�ooding in the face of a climate that is supercharging �ooding rains and pushing
sea levels higher. At the time, the estimate was $� billion, including several hefty
projects that were already under way. 

But now that number is rising, in large part because of an Army Corps of Engineers
proposal to wall o� the downtown area from the water. If the project, still in early
planning stages, reaches the �nish line, the city would have to pay a portion that’s
estimated at around $��� million.

In the meantime, a slew of other work in other neighborhoods in the city is ongoing,
chewing up the city’s fund for drainage work and sending sta� on time-consuming
e�orts to secure federal grant funds. In all, the city plans to spend almost $��
million, including grant money, on stormwater and drainage e�orts in ����, CFO
Amy Wharton said. 

These projects, Director of Stormwater Management Matt Fountain said, mostly
aren’t aimed at preparing for the �- to �-feet of sea level rise the city expects in the
next �� years. They’re an e�ort to �x the severe �ooding problems already existing,
which have resulted, in part, from years of poor development decisions about where
and how to build in the region’s low topography. 

In an interview with the paper,
Fountain ticked o� a list of �� major
water management projects
somewhere in the pipeline from
design to construction, including:

Engineered wetlands on the former
sites of �ooded homes in far-�ung
West Ashley.

Outfall cleaning around the city, in
neighborhoods like the historic
Byrnes Downs.

A car drives through water past the West Ashley Library on

Windermere Boulevard on Thursday, March �, ����, in

Charleston. File/Gavin McIntyre/Sta�

�� ����� �������� ������������������������.���
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Plans to divert water around the Barberry Woods neighborhood on Johns Island.

New pipes and eventually pumps to evacuate water from the �ood-prone King and
Huger streets intersection. 

As far as work that will fend o� the water of the future, “I think we just haven’t quite
gotten there yet. We’re still so buried into the things that we need to �x that are
currently causing problems,” Fountain said.

The one exception, he said, is the proposed seawall, which has proved controversial
since its inception. The city hasn’t o�cially voted to move forward with it and hasn’t
put together a funding plan for its share of the project. But they will have to certify
to the Corps by the end of the year that the city will pay the �� percent match of the
total project cost. There will be time after that point to come up with those funding
sources, said Mark Wilbert, the city’s outgoing chief of resilience, because the
Corps itself will spend several months internally reviewing the wall plan.

“We’re looking under every rock,” Mayor John Tecklenburg said. “You just kind of
ask for everything, and at the end of the day, see where you land.”

Ultimately, the many needs of Charleston put it in competition for state funds with
communities around South Carolina, and for federal funds with many cities
nationally. There are several communities in the Southeast that are also working
with the Army Corps on climate adaptation plans, and who may be in contention
when Congress decides who deserves funding. 

“This is something the city of Charleston and all coastal communities will be dealing
with for eternity,” Wilbert said. “We will be adapting forever.”

����

A �.� billion Army Corps plan to protect Charleston from hurricane surge

changes

�� ����� ������� �����������������������.���
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Finding funds
Right now, Charleston cobbles together its money for �ooding improvements from a
variety of sources — a fee on water and sewer bills that covers smaller projects and
the budget for the stormwater department, a small portion of property taxes for a
dedicated drainage fund, special tax districts and a bevy of various grants. 

The tax districts in particular, usually abbreviated as TIFs, have come to a particular
importance in recent years. These TIFs rely on rising property values. When they
are put in place, they freeze the amount of money sent to school district, county and
city co�ers. If the lots inside become more valuable over time, that additional tax
money is set aside in a special fund that the city can borrow against or use to pay
directly for certain projects.

Take the example of a particularly successful tax district along King Street, which
Wharton said has raised $���.� million since it was established in ����. It has
helped to pay for signi�cant portions of the deep-tunnel drainage system the city is
building under the Septima P. Clark Parkway, also known as the Crosstown. When
that complex project, known as Spring-Fishburne, encountered a $�� million cost
overrun a few years ago, the city was able to rely on this well-performing district to
cover some of the di�erence. 

These arrangements don’t last forever. The King Street district is set to expire in
����, removing that as a source of future funds. They also require buy-in from
schools who are essentially foregoing revenue. Charleston County School District
declined entirely to participate in a much newer tax district around �ood-prone
Church Creek, Wharton said. That fund is devoted entirely to water management
projects.

In other cases, there’s disagreement on whether to use these proceeds for drainage
at all, as has happened in a special district that covers Charleston’s Eastside
neighborhood. Some wanted to use the money for the upcoming Lowline park;
Councilman Keith Waring prefers the money help pay for drainage �xes in the
historically Black and rapidly gentrifying Eastside neighborhood.

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/how-charleston-will-tackle-its-next-drainage-project-after-43m-crosstown-overrun/article_84a2e63e-28af-11e9-8e2d-7fa6381139ea.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/potential-millions-spent-on-charleston-park-could-limit-east-side-stormwater-fixes/article_ea7c49be-804b-11eb-ab72-e3237c63cc7f.html
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In a meeting at the beginning of June, Waring bemoaned the fact that for years the
city didn’t dedicate much money for drainage at all, and now the Eastside has needs
that will probably range between $�� million and $�� million. A city consultant is
studying the area now to decide exactly what projects should be done there,
Fountain said.

“We’ve got a lot of good ideas sitting on the shelf,” Waring said, “but the elephant in
the room is funding.”

City Council hasn’t made a �nal decision on how to use the money from the district
that covers the Eastside. But Wharton said there may be other options if they do opt
to pay for the park, like �nding grants to pay for it. 

America Street is covered by water a�er several inches of rain fell on Wednesday, May ��, ����, in Charleston. The street is

one of several on Charleston’s East Side that persistently �oods during intense storms. File/Grace Beahm Alford/Sta�

�� ����� ����� ������ ���������������������.���
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Grant funding has gone a long way in helping the city design new approaches for
the Church Creek basin and Johns Island. Those federal dollars come with a cost,
though. It could take months of sta� time to fully prepare an application, with no
guarantee they’ll be awarded.

A smaller approach
Fountain said his strategy of late has been to aim for smaller-in-scope projects that
o�er relief now, so residents don’t feel ignored while larger, multi-year e�orts are
under way.

In one case, that means working on several smaller e�orts �rst in the drainage basin
that was next projected for deep drainage tunnels: Calhoun West, which covers the
southwest corner of the Charleston peninsula, one of the lowest and most �ood-
prone areas of the city.

The area is a wealthy one, with historic homes worth millions, and picturesque
Colonial Lake, an engineered waterbody the city drains before storms to ensure it
does not spill over. Charleston has already done conceptual engineering on a tunnel
system there, but isn’t moving forward on the design or permits yet because of many
other, smaller e�orts.

One, a single shaft tunneling down from Ehrhardt Street, will replicate a portion of
the system and connect it to existing tunnels to the north. The city is also working
on cleaning out historic brick-arch drains and potentially raising the sidewalk along
low-lying Lockwood Drive to block high tides, Fountain said.

“We need to get those things to their next step ... to kick out more project work
behind them,” Fountain said. “Each thing we can do that moves water out of the
basin more e�ciently reduces the size and scope of the tunnel work.”
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The Corps’ wall proposal would also a�ect where and how the city would build
Calhoun West’s deep tunnels and a pump to drain them. 

Just the Ehrhardt Street shaft alone costs north of $�� million, and the money
wasn’t easy to �nd. O�cials for the three large medical providers in the hospital
district and Tecklenburg lobbied state government o�cials for years before funding
was included in a round of Housing and Urban Development money the state
started to parcel out earlier in ����. 

In the past, the city relied on large-scale projects like Spring-Fishburne, the more
expansive tunnel system north of the area where Calhoun West would be installed.
But Spring-Fishburne encountered signi�cant delays in its construction timeline, in
part because it was di�cult to secure funding in the �rst place. Fountain said he
doesn’t want to leave people waiting for years without smaller relief.

Floodwater covers a sidewalk along Ashley Avenue in the Medical District on July �, ����, following the passage of Tropical

Storm Elsa. This section of downtown Charleston, home to three major medical institutions, had �ooded for decades.

File/Lauren Petracca/Sta�

�� ������ �������� ������������������������.���
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He also urged that the deep-tunnel design will have to �t with other projects in the
basin that are being designed or built now. 

Councilman Mike Seekings, who represents that part of the city, said the Calhoun
West tunnel project is still an essential one. With spring thunderstorms this year
dumping water that piled �- or �-feet deep in that zone, “It’s an unsustainable
quality of life and public safety model we have to remedy,” he said. 

The problem, Seekings said, is that the city needs to more clearly de�ne what
projects to do, and in what order. Fountain said the city does have a rubric
developed by consultant AECOM to prioritize projects based on economic bene�ts,
environmental impacts, social needs and future maintenance costs, but the
stormwater department hasn’t �nished scoring all the proposed projects yet.

The city is gradually replacing its ��th century brick arches with a modern network of deep drainage tunnels, such as this

one. Ralfael Reveles drives a train through the Spring-Fishburne drainage tunnels on Friday, Feb. �, ����, in Charleston. File/

Andrew J. Whitaker/Sta�

�� ������ �������� ������������������������.���
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Local share
The seawall project, if the city decides to pursue it, would be covered �� percent by
Charleston and �� percent by a federal appropriation for the Corps. The most recent
estimate pegs the total cost at some $�.� billion.

That projection is likely to change, and might have to if the project is ever to get
federal funding. Right now, its ratio of bene�ts to costs, as counted by the Corps, is
�.�. In other words, every dollar invested has a $�.�� value in avoided damage.
Federal reviewers usually favor projects with a ratio of �.� or higher for funding, a
Corps spokeswoman said.

If it does move forward, the project is a pay-as-you-go a�air: money would only be
due as the design or construction happens. Project leaders have already said the
wall construction would happen in four phases.

“That (local) price tag is not something that’s due next year or in �ve years. It could,
in fact, be due over �� years,” said Dale Morris, a longtime �ooding consultant to the
city who is becoming its next chief resilience o�cer in the fall. 

City o�cials have said the state has a role to play in funding this because of
Charleston’s economic impact on the rest of the state. But if the much smaller $��
million bill for the Medical District’s Ehrhardt shaft is any indication, it could be
hard to make that argument. An earlier attempt to include that line item in the
state’s ���� budget failed.

Dana Beach, a founder of the Coastal Conservation League who has since retired
from that environmental advocacy group, worried whether the city’s political
leadership would really be able to convince lawmakers to put up the money. 

It’s not as if legislators are unwilling to pay for large construction projects in the
region; the State Ports Authority, Beach argued, secured a vote in favor of
borrowing $��� million for an expanded rail yard and barges in the Charleston
Harbor. 

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/a-1-4-billion-army-corps-plan-to-protect-charleston-from-hurricane-surge-changes/article_e1c4e8f8-722c-11eb-b56c-db6024475ca1.html
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But in Charleston, “We just have this hope that the Corps of Engineers will do
something, will put the money in, and we’ll somehow come up with the �� percent
match,” Beach said. “Hope is not a strategy.”

Tecklenburg said he’s already talking to state and federal o�cials about how to fund
the city’s share.

“You’re not going to �nd one funding source that’s going to pay for a big project,” he
said. At the state level, “I think we can be successful getting a piece at a time, but
maybe not get the whole enchilada like the Ports Authority has.”

The �rst pieces of a potential strategy could come in the next few months. An
advisory group reviewing the wall plan is also focusing on possible funding ideas,
Wilbert said, as is the city itself. More special tax districts or fees could be part of
the picture, he said. The state has also set aside almost $�� million for �ood
projects, distributed by a new O�ce of Resilience, but communities around the
state will compete for that low-cost loan fund.

Morris was optimistic. He pointed to the federal American Rescue Plan funds that
are coming to South Carolina, $�.� billion in all, which can be used for
infrastructure projects. Additional funding through HUD, he said, will also help
cities and towns pay for projects to �x �ooding before disasters instead of after — a
longtime blind spot in federal funding. 

“It’s more positive right now for federal resources to support communities than I’ve
seen for a long time,” Morris said.

That may be limited help in the case of the wall project; if Congress funds the Corps’
share, the city generally can’t use federal funds to pay for its own portion without
special permission, a Corps spokeswoman said. 
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SC’s new resilience o�ce tackles question of how to avoid damages from
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But �rst, the city will have to decide this fall if it actually wants to move forward
with a wall at all. 
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Hurricane Ida on track to hit New Orleans on Hurricane Katrina anniversary

Lake Tahoe prepares for emergency as wild�re threatens

Hurricane Ida lashes Louisiana, knocks out New Orleans power

Ida downs New Orleans power on deadly path through Louisiana

Ida leaves Louisiana residents trapped by �oodwaters, shatters power grid

Massive �re threatens Lake Tahoe, more ordered to �ee

Ida’s aftermath: No power, no �ights, scant drinking water

High winds threaten to whip up �ames approaching Lake Tahoe

O�cial reports progress in defending Lake Tahoe from �re

In Ida’s aftermath, no quick relief in sight for Louisiana

Editorial: The need to protect Charleston is even clearer

President Biden says Ida’s destruction shows ‘climate crisis’ has struck
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Editorial: Broaden approach to Charleston’s peninsula wall project to get it

right
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Reach Chloe Johnson at ���-���-����. Follow her on Twitter @_ChloeAJ.
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Chloe Johnson covers the coastal environment and climate change for the Post and Courier. She’s always

looking for a good excuse to hop on a boat.

President Biden to storm-ravaged Louisiana: ‘We’re going to have your back’

Environmental groups call for postponement of climate talks

Magnet milestones move distant nuclear fusion dream closer

Charleston sea wall gets cheaper in new Army Corps plan, but questions remain

Storm surge, �ooding among top hazards associated with tropical cyclones

UN: Climate pledges put world on ‘catastrophic pathway’

Your questions answered on the updated $�.�B sea wall proposal for Charleston

Army Corps of Engineers considers nature-based �ood control

Charleston presents �rst plan to pay its share of the $�.�B storm surge wall

Editorial: Charleston must confront the complicated, costly conundrum of Calhoun West

Hicks: Charleston has water, water everywhere; now’s the time to think
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Letter to the Editor: $121M Woodruff
Road project is missing the main
point
Guest Contributor · January 4, 2022
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Greenville’s Woodruff Road traf�c is a nightmare, but unavoidable because every major
business in the area from Best Buy to Whole Foods to Sam’s Club and Costco are all located
within a 2.2 mile stretch on Woodruff Road. Greenville County Council and the South Carolina
Department of Transportation are determined to push through a $121 million project which
would create a maze of roads leading to the seizure of people’s homes and business
properties. (Greenville County Council will be using Federal Pandemic Relief Funding from the
Biden Administration to cover their $30+ million part of the project.) 

So instead of using the remaining federal funding to help local businesses with their staf�ng
issues, build more affordable housing throughout the county, or fully fund GreenLink to build 
out an expanded public transportation system, SC DOT and Greenville County Council are
cutting down trees and paving over virgin ground with just a few short miles of asphalt which
still won’t �x the congestion on Woodruff Road.

First Issue: The two bridges over Interstates 85 and 385, respectively, are the major choke
points on Woodruff Road – neither are being addressed in the current $121 million project 
plan. Even the DOT’s FixWoodruffRoad.com website offered the option to �x the I-85 issue
with a new bridge and innovative ‘Diverging Diamond’ traf�c pattern (Plan 6D, which was not 
selected) but no details exist to �x the bridge over I-385.

Second Issue: Cars are a cancer, and more roads metastasize that cancer. We need solutions
to remove cars from the roads, not options to build more roads to accommodate more cars
and traf�c. As policy makers continue to drag their feet, we are losing every opportunity to
build out Light Rail Transit (LRT) or even an Ultra-Light Rail System (ULRS) due to Greenville’s
unmitigated suburban sprawl. According to MassTransitMag.com, ULRS not only is cheaper
and faster to build, but it also uses lighter-weight electric buses on rails installed directly into
existing roadways allowing the mass transit system to share the road with traditional
vehicular traf�c. The buses are equipped with on-off-rail technology using bigger diameter
tire for road use in case of obstruction and eliminating the need for expensive switches. This
investment would boost our economy for generations and would be applauded by every major
employer in the region.

Photo by John Olson
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If Greenville County Council is determined to spend our tax money on the ByPass Project,
then they should make a dollar-for-dollar investment in expanding Greenlink beyond the
borders of Greenville County. Setting aside politics and personal feelings, a signi�cant and
lasting expansion of Greenlink through the establishment of a Regional Transportation
Authority connecting the residents of Anderson, Greenville, Laurens, Pickens and
Spartanburg counties would change the lives of the hundreds of thousands of residents of the
Upstate. I can only hope that the elected leaders in our region can come together to build
hopeful change for the region’s future residents.

It should be noted that this project lacks safe, dedicated, curb-separated lanes for pedestrian
or bicycle traf�c. This is a lost opportunity for sure. 

– Will Morin, MPA; concerned Greenville County taxpayer
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Prisma Health Greenville Memorial welcomes first babies of 2022

·

Community Healthcare News

Rick Spruill January 3, 2022
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